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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

Hon. Craig Knowles M.P. 
Minister for Planning and Housing, 
Parliament House, 
Macquarie Street, 
SYDNEY 2000 

12th May, 1995 

Dear Minister Knowles, 

Re: STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY 15 - 
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY 

I write on behalf of the Pan-Community Council (Pan-Corn), established in 
1989, which is an umbrella organisation for Multiple Occupancy (M.O.) 
communities in northern New South Wales. 

Following our representations to Janelle Saffin prior to the recent State 
election, we were advised by her of the Party's support for the reinstatement 
of the above Policy. We understand that you were also involved in these 
negotiations. 

Pan-Com was very concerned when Robert Webster repealed SEPP 15 
without any public consultation on the report and recommendations made by 
the consultant engaged by the Department to review this Policy. This was 
regrettable, particularly in the light of our repeated unsuccessful requests to 
obtain a copy of this report. 

Pan-Com is of the view that the M.O. Policy introduced by Premier Carr 
during his time as the Minister for Planning, has been achieving the aims of 
the Policy and has been very effective legislation. 



SEPP 15 has enabled a sustainable family lifestyle option not otherwise 
available. This is particularly true in enabling owner-built, debt-free housing 
for those on low incomes. 

In repealing the legislation Minister Webster proposed that M.O. settlement 
should be available at the discretion of each local Council. 

Lismore City Council, which contains the largest number of M.O.s of any 
Council in the State, has declined to amend its LEP to permit new M.O. 
applications or to allow the expansion of existing communities. 

Many existing M.O. communities have developed on the understanding that 
they would be able to expand if and when the need arose, for example when 
their children came of age and were looking to construct a house for their 
own family. (Such expansion of course, still being within the population 
threshold set in the Policy). 

Several cases are known to us where existing M.O.s have already been 
disadvantaged in this way. 

We submit that the above clearly demonstrates the need for a State 
Environmental Planning Policy for M.O. 

We hence request that the SEPP 15 be reinstated in its present 
form, without alteration, as a matter of urgency. 

We understand that there is a proposal to review all SEPPs. In the event of 
this happening we would be happy to participate in a review of SEPP 15 at 
that time, and indeed believe that we may be able to make a special 
contribution in this regard. 

In conclusion we wish to extend to you a cordial standing invitation to visit 
representative M.O. communities in this area. We would welcome the 
opportunity to facilitate such a visit when you are next visiting the North 
Coast area. 

Yours sincerely, 

cy 
Diana Roberts 
Lismore City Councillor 
on behalf of Pan-Community Council 

II 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

Dianne Lloyd 

Lyed Youth Housing Cc-cperave. 
0 Cmen i. 

Nimbin. 2480 

Dear Diann. 

Pan Commurnty Couc,l is an umbrejia orga:iisatgon concerned with 
protection or the natural environment promotion at land-sharing communities and 
sustainable lifest les and prcvidiria ,nformaticn and assistance when dealina with 
Go'ernmnt )odics 

The orqanjaon is vciy supponive ot the Liiyseed Housing p,-oj e(_-r  arid is 
ucoinu to see more projects OT (IllS Kind. 

C.iEI y  

Judy Lar.caster. ecretarj. Pan Comm unity CuncH. 
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Dianne Lloyd 
Lilyseed Youth Housing Co-operative. 
80 Cullen St 
Nimbin. 2480 
11-6-93 

Dear Dianne. 
Pan Community Council is an umbrella organisation concerned with 

protection of the natural environment, promotion of land-sharing communities and 
sustainable lifestyles and providing information and assistance when dealing with 
Government bodies. 

The organisation is very supportive of the Lilyseed Housing project and is 
hoping to see more projects of this kind. 

Yours Sincerely 

Judy Lancaster. Secretary. Pan Community Council. 



p 	 LILYSEED YOUTH HOUSING CO-OPERTIVE 80 CULLEN ST NIMBIN 

Pan C:c.mmunity f:i:unu:il 

c/- Nimbin Neicihb':iurhu:od I::entre, 
51 Cullen St. Nimbin. 	 May 31, 1993. 

Dear Members, 

On behalf of the Lilyseed C:ommittee I am writing to ask for 

your support in the form of a written support letter to be 
included in our attatchments for the final submission of 

funding through the Lu:u':al Government and C:cimmunity Housing 
Program of The Dept. Housing. 

The funding is for an eight househi:uld ':ommon equity y':'uth 
housing co-ciperat ive under C:ommun ity Title to be situated 

within 7 kms of Nimbin. The project has support from the 
Dept. of Hi:iusing, The Association to Resource C:ci-cperat ive 
Housing, State and Federal Govts. 

The prc.ject will h':'use 4 units for single homeless young 
people and 4 units for homeless young families at a total 
':':ist of $350,000. We are aiming to encourage the development 
of smaller public/community housing pro.jects in rural 
townships and villages like Nimbin in order that young people 
dci not need to leave their cc'mmunity supports when their 
families breakdown and they become h':'meless. We envisage that 
the Lilyseed project will be utilizing lciw-impas:t building, 
design, energy supply and effluent management. 

The need for youth housing in Nimbin has long been evident 
and we now ask for your support. Please feel free to contact 

me at Nimbin on 891 658 (work - Wednesdays) or leave message 
at home 891 271 for any further details. Letters of support 
need to be in by two weeks. 

Si ncer el 

( 

0-anne L(oy 
Secretary, / 

LILYSEED COMMITTEE. 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

To: Commonwealth Department of Tourism 
Forest Ecotourjsm Program 
Grants Scheme 

Pan Community Council Is an umbrella organisation with its 
members coming from most of the Land-sharing Communities in 
the Lismore and Kyogle Shires. 

It is expected that with the establishment of the Rainbow 
Region Ecotourism Association, each Community involved would 
have the opportunity to create employment on the 
participating Community, In the form of setting up 
accommodation for visitors, creation of walking tracks 
through and to, other Communities, re-afforestatlon and 
education of such visitors by offering hands-on experience 
in Alternative building, Permaculture, Alternative power 
systems, Environmentally safe disposal of waste e.g. 
composting toilets, with emphasis placed on the Importance 
of sustainable lifestyles. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Judy Lancaster, 
Secretary/Treasurer, Pan Community 
Council 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

Tb 

 

Max Fathers 
Northwrn N.S.W. Area Office 
Department Employment, Education and Training, 
Carrington St. 
Lismore, 2480 

Dear Mr. Fathers, 

Pan Community Council is an umbrella organisation with its 
members coming from most of the Communities in the Shire. 
Our concern is with the sudden withdrawal of promised funds 
to establish The Terania Eco Tourism Association. 
Itowas expected that with the establishment of Terania Eco 
Tourism Association, that each Community involved would have 
the oppotunity to create employment in the form of work on 
that Community to set up accomodation for visitors, create 
walking tracks through Communities asc joining them with other 
Communities, educate visitors by hands-on experience in 
Alterna tive building, gardening, Permaculture, Alternative 
power systems, compost toilets to name a few,all this to 
promote sustainable lifestyles. 
Without the support of The Terania Eco Tourism Association 
these plans are going to be difficult, if not impossible, 
to implement, so we urge you to reconsider the matter. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Judy Lancaster, 
Sectetary/Treasurer, Pan 
Community Council. 
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Meethgs meethigs, meethigs 
A meeting to rekindle support for 
the disabled, and particularly a 
fundraising wheelchair journey by 
Byron resident Jacob Baldwin, will 

be held at the Byron Bay Services 
Club tomorrow night. 

Byron Shire Council will meet at 
530pm next Tuesday in St Martins 
hail, Stuart St, Mullumhimhy. 

A Multiple Occupancy meeting 
for registered MOs will be held in 

the New Durrumbul hail on March 
20, 6pm. Enquiries, phone 845423 

or 845437. 
The Byron Bay Blue Light Disco 

Committee AGM will be held this 

Thursday at 5:30pm at the Byron 
Bay Courthouse. Contact Robert 
Sheridan on 857777 or Inspector 

Chris Long on 85 6300. 
Byron Bay Chamber of Com-

merce will be meeting on Monday 
March Il at the Council Chamber. 
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Dorroughby, va Iismon P&S.W..248Oj 	I 
?honz &P66) 895344 	 r 

Think you for your interest in our trees. 
FORBIDDEN FRUITS NURSERY trees are propagated using ORGANIC 

nd BIODYNAMIC techniques,to ensure healthy,vigoroUs trees 
ith delicious results.Trees are avalable in either 6 or 8 	1' 

" litre planter bags or 6" rots. 
More exotic fruit trees,and rare rainforest trees are sometimes 

available,please enquire. 	 / / 
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TELEPNONES 

ADMINISTRATION 21 501 

ENGINEERING 21 1499 

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 21 1479 

P0 BOX 23A 

LISMORE. 2460 

DII 7761 

FAX 106612' 9094 

1066) 22 592 

ALLCOMMUNICATOPfl TO 

GENERAL MANAGER/TOWN CLEPIS 
	 CL1TUC1 	

Mr Doherty 211479 
IN REPLY PLEASE AL ORE 

	 Eon FURTHER EsourRics 

TJD : LH/S/6-3-371-1 
	

Envirorunt & Development Division 

14th March, 1991 

The Secretary 
Pan Corrnunty Council 
P0 Box 102 
NIMBIN NSW 2480 

Dear Sir, 

RE: MULTIPLE OCCUPANCIES 

I refer to your correspondence dated 27 February, 1991, the contents of 
which has been noted. Council has no inspection timetable for multiple 
occupancies and it is unlikely that one will be developed for some time if 
indeed at all. 

However if a timetable is developed at some future time, Council will advise 
the appropriate multiple occupancies of Council's intention to carry out a 
detailed inspection. 

Please find enclosed a copy of Council's General Management Structure. 

Yours faithfully, 

(T.J. Doherty) 
Chief Health and Building Surveyor 

Att. 



The New Structure of Your Council 

THE COMMUNITY 

ELECTED ALDERMEN 

MAYOR 

GENERAL MANAGER/TOWN CLERK 

4 ,  

EXECUTIVE MANAGER - 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 

DIVISION 

• Civil Works 
• Designing and engineering 

administrative functions 
• The physical maintenance of 

parks, ovals and cemeteries 
• Quarries 
• Traffic 
• Bush Fire Control 
• Services such as water, 

sewerage, aerodrome, 
cleansing 

• Garbage 
• Pools • Saieyards 

EXECUTIVE MANAGER - 
ENVIRONMENT AND 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
DIVISION 

• Town Planning 
• Building Control 
• Health services, supervision 

and Inspection 
• Promotion and tourism 
• Library 
• Community Services 

EXECUTIVE MANAGER - 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

DIVISION/DEPUTY TOWN CLERK 

• Finance 
• Administration 
• Accounting, revenue and 

budgeting 
• EDP 
• Property 
• Strategic corporate 

pianning and performance 
monitoring 

• Personnel 
• Data processing 

EXECUTIVE MANAGER - 
GAS SERVICES DIVISION 

• Gas and gas appliance 
sales 

• Gas manufacture 
• Gas distribution 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

C1Q 

c vc 	ew-4c 

/5f 

c 2t 

/ 

/tJfe 	! 

pI 

( 

of 



71 -81 Citllen Street, 
Nim bin, 2480. 

Phone 
(066) 89 1355 CS 

\O \/fr 

JV'Imbin Central School 

Dear %, 
) 

As you are probably aware by now, 

Nim.bin Central School will be holding a celebration weekend 

over the June longweekend this year - 8th and 9th June - to 

celebrate 100 years of public education in Nimbin. 

We have been informed by many people 

of the excitement and enthusiasm that people have for this 

occasion and we have been notified by people from as far as 

Perth, Adelaide and Melbourne of their intentions to join us 

over this weekend. 

Our program for this weekend 

includes a street parade, open day at the school, souvenir 

sales, stalls, church service, sports day, an official 

opening, a dinner/dance , a disco and an historical play. 

As Ninthin will have a great influx 

of visitors during this weekend we would like to see a 

community celebration during this weekend. 

Maybe your organisation could think 

about the possibility of preparing a float for the parade. 

We hold Centenary committee meetings 

at the school on every second Monday afternoon this term at 

3.30pm to which we cordially invite you to attend if you 

would like to know what's being planned, or if you would 

like any questions answered or if you have any constructive 

suggestions for this weekend. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Yours Sincerely, 

Mrs D. Armstead 

Secretary. 



P.O. Box 616, 
Byron Bay, 2481. 

4th February, 1991 

ff 
Pan-Community Council, 

• 	 P.O. Box 102, 
NIMBIN, 	2480. 

To whom it comerns, 

I 	have 	been 	delegated 	to 	write 	to 	you 
informal 	group whose aim is 	to 	form a 

on 	behalf 	of 	our 
permaculture 

inspired 	hamlet 	in 	Byron Shire under new Community 
Titles 	legislation. 

We were 	hoping 	you may 	be able 	to 	offer us some workable 

4 legal models for human co-habitation. Specifically, 
our 	interest 	is 	in 	actual 	exafilpies 	of Trust 	Deeds or 
Company 	"Articles 	of 	Association" 	and any comments as 
to how 	these 	have 	performed 	in 	aiding the 	development 
of 	community 

( 	We have already been skinned by a solicitor who was of I 	 little practical help, so if you could recommend a 
committed and reasonably priced "green" solicitor that 
would be a bonus. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

v\\ 	 Yours faithfully, 

• 	- 

It 	
P.S. If there are any office costs, such as photocopying 
and postage, be reassured we will promptly reimburse you. 

: W -J 

AM t 

(OO7 	
Poei 



North Coast 

FREE L;3iSUFS 
Over 20.000 readers throughout BaIIna Shir?. tyron Bay & Lismore 
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No.2 

MODEL M.O,* FOR 
MEE RSCHAU Am"  

By DANNY MORTISON 
Applicants for a Multiple Occupancy development at Meersctaum Vale chose the M.O. 

In preference to freehold development to preserve the Integrity of the land. 
A meeting of local residents at they are straight forward people; C'ccupancy development would 

Meerschaum Vale Hall on the solicitors, 	medical 	practitioners t mean the land would be irn- 
evening of January 15 heard the Clerks of Court and public serv- mediately sold. 
applicants, 	led 	by 	Solicitor, ants. They are seeking to estab- In fact the site would never be 
Quentin Proctor, and Planning lish a community 	that lives in a bommercial proposition." 
Consultant, Stephen Connolly of harmony with the environment; a Mr Proctor explained to the 
Planners North, speak about the model of sustainable develop- n- eeting the plan was to erect 12 
aims and objectives of the people ment." eiergy and cost efficient dwellings 
behind the application. Mr Proctor 	introduced himself which would be architect designed. 

Unlike many Dther M.O. appli- as a recent resident of the area. T.hemajor concerns of people at 
cations the packed hall was told Hehad lived behind the Gold Coast te meeting were the impact on 
the majority of people involved in for some 20 years. cre?k water with which the new 
the planned community were All of the people involved are occupants would water gardens 
professional pecple whose main members of 'All One Voice" an and newly planted forest trees. 
aim was the conservation and organisation which conducts Alldrinkinwaterwouldbedrawfl 
regeneration o 	the 97 hectare seminars and workshops on the frbm rainwater tanks. 
site using the permacuRure tech- environment, opposition came from cattle 
niques expound ad by Bill Mollison. "A number of people within this farmers 	who required water for 

Mr Connolly told the meeting the group decided they wanted tofind stock on grazing land below the 
M.O. application was within the a place where we could put many ptaniled de'i'oprnent. 
guidelinesof the N.S.W. Environ- of the ideals from these seminars Stephen Connolly told those 
mental Planning Policy, and workshops into practice. concernedthatanywaterplanned 

I hope Bailina Shire Council will 'We don't wish to become some to be taken from the creek would 
permit this project which would elitist or exclusive group. We have be underthe guidance of the Water 
maintain the integrity of the land modelled 	the community facility Fesources Commissien. 
and environment with little or no on successful overseas 	co-op- One. interjector scoffed at the 
impact. The only alternative for erative housing groups such as in idasaying he had previous 
this land would be a freehold Denmark which are similar to dealings with the commission and 
subdivision which would probably Townhouse set ups in Ballina. "got nowhere". 
ensure severe degradation of the 'We are definitely not a religious -Mr Cdnnolly said any land hold- 
site, or political group, nor do we have ers who were inconvenienced 

"Further the applicants for this affiliations with such. We believe bthe inaction of the Commission 
will ask for a covenant to be put on we represent the widercommunity had the legal right to take the 
the land to ensure there will be no of people who are concerned wnc to court. 
future sub divisbn, therefore pre- about the decline in international Other fears from residents in-, 
serving the integrity of the site in energy reslurces." cIded that the Multiple Occu- 
perpetuity. Mr Proctor said an O.K. from pancy would:"turnthisvillageinto 

"My clients are not hippy dippies, Baliina Shire Council on a Multiple 
- 	 Continued page 3 



MODEL M.O. for just 12. 	 "I wouldn't be backing 

From page 1 Even these 12 dwellings, anything which did not have 
another 	Nimbin 	or with approval, would not 	intogrity.Thepeopleinthis 
Mullumbimby... we don't go up immediately. They project aim to set up a vii- 
want that". would be built gradually lage style concept which 

Mr Proctorsaid there was over, perhaps the next 12 would be a model for oth- 
little likelihood of such a to 24 months, after we got ers using natural energy of 
scenario given the profes- building approvals from solar, wind and water. 
sional background of most Council." 	 "I believe that showing 
of the people involved in Jeannie Hicks, a neigh- that people can live in 
the community. bour of the site, 	said she harmony with the land and 

"Our com mon goal is tied would support the applica- assist regeneration of a 
in with our association with tion. 	 property can only do good 
the organisation "All One Multiple Occupancy do- for the planet. Today it is a 
Voice lncorporatd" 	a velopments are 	usually reality that resources are 
N.S.W. organisation dedi- made by people with ro- becoming more and more 
cated to educate people mantic ideas with little re- scarceand I see the goal of 
on the environment, sus- sources to bring these to this group as fairly noble." 
tamable and ethical busi- fruition. 	The 	people 	in- 	Mr Proctor confirmed af- 
ness practices, health, re- voived in this application ter the meeting the pro- 
lationships and general already have a common posed development was 
skills." 	One of the mom- ideal and have been suc- based on maintaining and 
bers of All One Voice is Dr cessfulmntheirprofessional 	improving the integrity of 
HelenCaldicottwhofigured lives. Any work on the the land and would most 
prominently in the unseat- property which could not certainly provide an injec- 
ing of Charles Blunt at the be done by these people tion of funds to the area 
lat Federal election. would, most certainly, pave with employment opportu- 

He said a number of com- the way for others in the 	nities for building and for- 
munity members would be area to be gainfully em- est regeneration projects 
commencing a health and ployed. 	 which would be on-going. 
medical centre in Alstor- 
ville and possibly an envi- 
ronmental education cen- 
tre where seminars could 
take place informing peo- 
pie 	on 	environmentally 
safe household products, 
consumer goods, building 
materials and the like. 

Another concern from 
residents was the number 
of dwellings permissible. 

Mr Coioy 	ai 	the ap- 
plication to 	Ballina Shire 
was for 12 dwellings, ar- 
chitectdsigned, builtfrom 
plantation 	timbers with 
colourbond roofing. Under 
State legislation this could 
later be increased to up to 
25, but only with Council 
approval. 

Many at the meeting as- 
sumed that this would be 
the case despite assur- 
ances from Mr Proctor that 
the Trust's intention was 
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TELEPHONES 

ADMINISTRATION 21 1501 

ENGINEERING 21 1499 

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 21 1479 

'/ WAV11441j,  

5irna, 
PG BOX23A. 

LISMORE, 2480 

OD 7761 

FAX 1066121 9094 

066) 22 1592 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

Ut ADDRESSED TO 

GENERAL MANAGER/TOWN C1ERI/ Mr Doherty-211479 

TJD 
FO FURTHER ENOUIRIE5 

Environmant & DeveIoF2nt Division 

4th February, 1991 

The Secretary, 
Pan Corrn'unity Council, 
P.O. Box 102, 
NIMBIN NSW 2480. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

MULTIPLE OCCUPANCIES 

I refer to your correspondence dated 21 January, 1991, the contents of which 
has been noted. Council has no timatable to carry out inspections of all 
Multiple Occupancies within the City area. However inspections will be 
carried out from time to time of Multiple Occupancies in relation to 
Council's Develoiient and Building Control functions. 

If you have any queries regarding this matter please contact ma. 

Yours faithfully, 

T.J. COHERTY, 
CHIEF HEALTH AND BUILDING SURVEYOR. 
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FF 
• 	Taeni, 

YULUNGA Co, Pt.y, Ltd., 
Barkers Vale via KYOGLE, 
NSW 2474 Australia 
Ph (066) 897 2:31 

Kyogle Shire Council, 	 24th Oct.,, 1990 
POEo>:: 11, 
I::YOGLE 2474 

Rei M.fl.Develooiitent Application No. 8907 

We are in receipt of the Notice regarding Council's refusal of 
consent to the above applicat.ion, dated 20-3-90, as well as that 
concerning the negative result. of Council's reconsideration 
(utd 26-4-90), 

Meanwhile further circumstances have arisen which lead us to 
regard the reasons for refusal, as given by Council in the 
original Notice of 20th March 1990 as clearly invalidated 

1 "Number of obi cc t.ions to the proposal received f rom 
a'i.ic'inin' iaudowners . " Of these objectors, a signi f icant number,  
in a declaration submitted by me to Council previously, have 
withdrawn their objection Adjoining landowner to the SW, , Mr, 
Patrick Gil was ant':'ng them, Mrs, Ch, Harvey, the neighbour on the 
SE boundary, has since died; the propert.y is up for sale, The 
Sheddens, our neighbours on the NE side, have now also dropped 
their ':bjection under certain conditions which we've agreed to 
comply with (see the enclosed letter) , On the NW the property 
borders on rainforest., So there is no longer any current 
objection from adjoining landowners 

2 "Proposal could lead to loss of amenity to ad.ioinin 
landowner . The reason for this was the objection raised by Mr & 
Mrs SherJden which, as the enclosed let.ter shows, will no longer 
be upheld if we agree to the planting of a tree screen as a 
condition for the MO development 

:3, "Public road leading to development is unsuitable for 
increased traffic i  As Council members agreed in the on-site 
inspection of 13th Feb , chief contributing factors to any 
deterioration of McCielland Rd, are run-of fa from several 
properties around the slope, It cannot be argued that traffic 
f rom the further JAg households the M , 0, development here applied 
for would involve, would cause any substantial road damage - in 
particular in view of almost 6000 road improvement, levy which 
Council would collect from the M , 0, 

4, "Use o'L land for multiple occupancy is not compatible with 
ad.ioinin land uses." In view of all the factors stated above, 
there is no longer any foundation to this claim, 

We are therefc're, before exercising our right of appeal to 
the Land & Env i ronrnent Court, once again ask ing Counc i 1 to 
reconsider their posit ion 

Yours faithfully, 

(Eva & Rainer Taëni) 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

May 14, 1990 

Nearly Normal Nimbin, 
ci- P.O. 
Nimbin 	2480 

Dear N.N.N., 

At a recent meeting of the Pan-Community Council it was agreed 
that we would co-sponsor a public meeting to be held on the question 
of drugs in Nimbin. 

Des Layer from Moondani will attend the planning meeting on 
May 21 on our behalf and will report back if we can be of further 
assistance. 

Regards, 

Diana Roberts 
on behalf of Pan-Corn 



NIMEIN COMMUNiTY 
POLICING 

CONULTATIUE 
COMMITTEE 

C/O P.O NIMIN 
2480 

May 1., 1990 

Lismore Council Aldernen, 
Lismore City Council Chambers, 
Molesworth St., 
Lismore 	2480. 

Dear Sirs, 
The Nimbin Community Policing Consultative Committee is a broad-

based community organisation established in Nimbin in 1989 to facili-
tate communication between the police and the community of Nimbin and 
surrounding areas. At the most recent meeting of the N.C.P.C.C. the 
proposal to open a Tavern at the Old Butterfactory, The Channon, was 
discussed. Everyone present at the meeting voiced concern at the pro-
posal and for this reason we are writing to you to express our opposi-
tion. Much of our concern stems from our experience of having an Hotel 
in Ninthin and we hope you will give the following your full considera-
tion before deciding whether to approve The Channon Tavern development 
application. 

First and foremost our concerns relate to the manner in which the 
presence of an Hotel in a small country village changes the atmosphere 
of the village, often in a negative fashion, and contributes substañ-
tially to the social problems of that village. In Nimbin much of the 
vfolence and aggression that occurs within the village is a direct 
consequence of the existence of the Hotel and problems associated with 
alcohol consumption. For example, there are often drunken fights on 
the street outside the Hote.I which frequently involve kids either 
directly or as witnesses. On any evening, but especially at weekends, 
many children of all ages will be found either in the Hotel (accoin-
panying parents who are drinking) or outside on the streets (waiting 
for parents or friends to drive home). The Nimbin Hotel provides very 
few facilities or suitable activities for children and is an unsuit-
abl.e venue for children to be around. Undoubtedly, the existence of 
the Hotel also contributes to increased alcohol consumption amongst 
the local population. Again this is of particular concern in Nimbin 
when considering the effects on our teenage population who have easy 
access to alcohol through the Hotel and can often be found on the 
streets or nearby venues on weekend nights drinking. Further, the 
Nimbin Hotel also provi.des a convenient venue for selling of illegal 
drugs, especially amphetamines.. 



Other concerns rel.ate'to the number of drunk drivers to be found 

on local roads. Nirnbin, like The Channon, has no public transport 
system or alternative transport service. Hotel patrons generally use 
their own cars to get to. and from the Hotel and there is no doubt that 
many drivers are over the blood alcohol.limit when they leave the 
Hotel to drive home. Nimbin district roads are generally narrow and 
winding, often pot-holed and corrugated and it is not uncommon to find 
abandoned cars where people have failed to take the bend or "lost" the 
road after a night at the Hotel. We urge Council to consider the 
likely increase in drunk driving in The Channon should the Tavern be 
established and the risk that this places on the local community, 
children as well as adults. 

Another issue to be considered is that of policing. On many nights 
when alcohol related problems arise in Nimbin it is often impossible 
to establish contact with the Nimbin police due to understaffing. As 
Nimbin police cover part of The Channon this problem may be exacer - 
bated should a Tavern open there. This will have consequences for 
Nimbin. In addition, drink driving cannot be adequately dealt with 
without an increased police presence. 

In closing, we urge 
the Nimbin example and 
Tavern at The Channon. 
on a small village has 

you to consider all of the above, to look at 
to reject the, development application for a 
From our experience the influence of an hotel 
the potential to be very damaging. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ian Watt 
Secretary 

SI 
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During November 109 I visited Nimbin Can1:al 5chnol. and spent one por:Lcd (40 minus) 

vri.th each of Years 7 1  0 1  0 and 10, hilst this time was inadequate it vs nevarthelese 
productive. The followin is a sumriry of Lho discusicn5 th I: ocjk place. 

Kids' thoughts on the x:Lstinp Youth club 

1 Not open reguir1y or consistently enough, especially on weekends. OurreoLly the 
hours of opening are 3.3ij - oprn Wed./Thurs., 3.30 - 10pm (occa±onally 12) 
often not open on Saturday especially at nights, no Sundays, 

2, Closes too early at nights. 

3 Needs better facil:Ltios suCh us improved seatin!, Iriore: jrivaL'1 oucis, hatter 
equipment e.g, pinball machines, pool table, good sorec, viocu with large acroen, 
Sports equiprient. 

uprvisors riced to hav a poud roiationi.p with t.he kids unu need to hove kidu' 

respect. I'Via younger kids ftiJ: Yr lOs could pruvic.e Lois supervisory rtln. Yr 'lOs 
f'eit adults were iiecded. 

,Aii kids acknowledged th things provioud in hu past o' ;er ovun '  t Stud lon 

Partly due to poor quality, 	lot of use, rick of regular vei 	-onca, abuse by sea 
kio, 

A verandah behind the yot.tn club with access only from the youLh club eaulc. b a ;i0 
improvement. 

The you h club noad5 bo be biLger, especially JuLng v'e . W thur, 

Jithaut exception kids waitec the youth club in aown anJ f;3Jt that it i.ocat.Lon ne>.t to 
the pub sn '  t a problem. Yr 7 also wntod a kiOs' shelter on the 3utsKri3 oF town - 
a place with no houses around so they could iske noise and xith ov'rniht eccomoLi.ii 
available in a generally aciult-free env:.ronment. Yr 'ID also put fo ?rar the idsa Of u. 
house for youth out of town. 

Discos 

All kids felt the main problems with the discos run in the past ware: 
Too many rules, especially not being able to ICCVE: to go outside. 
The Bowling Club was an unsuitable venue, 
Live bands are much prererable to discos. 

P.1 y .ars eaned more dunces with ] ive oands, live jerfor.cices b. iriusicenu, :Live 

• 	 . 

• 	

. 	 / 	 . 

r4 r < us rqgu'Larly O to the movies. Soi kids ospecia.Lly ycJLlmr OflC3, 
i C 00 .O -ther, yc.ui.h club bVt can gn O 015 J t _e'3, 

riól 	 • 	. 	 .. 

o:k±dsusa the pool regularly durinp the 	rmer ooriths They 	Jt the a:.'.e c.iulo 
b -i('prov 	with more shade,  

C!, Ilcr [clues (not necossa.Cj ly in cii .er of iripu., tan . 	 I  4 
• 1 çE.rnpirig VOLekenoo away v:i th i:rars 4 ort pruvioed e • u • to the brach, cceinj  

etc. rhis was put forward by evory y.sr, 	. 	 . 	., 	. 	. 
4, 

c ome 	s±ple up at chc 1e I I. u.CP4.' v i... c. 	. ny 	,c 	) 

nu 
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Somewhere to play amplified music s  

Sporting trips to Lismore, 

5, Self-defence classes, 

Ska;ehoard Park, roller-skating facility, trail bike bracks, 

Theatre workshops. 
B •  Arts studio for weekend use. 

9. Buses available to provide cheap transport to 'bake kids to events organised 
elsewhere e.g. concerts, dances etc. 

Transport 

Many kids felt transport to be a problem but to varying debreos. Lost kids rinage 
somehow or other to get to and from town on Friday and/or 5aturday nights. Many 
kids hitch to got lifts or organise transport with friends/parents who are in bown 
themselves. Getting into town on Saturday is difficult whereas on Friday rrany kids 
stay after school. 

Disposable Income 

Kids have bebv:en .,5 and 
younger the kid the less 

Parental Attitudes 

Only very few kids state 
Nimbin in the evenings. 

20 per week to spend on their entertainment. Generally, the 
money available for this purpose, 

they have parents/guardians who won't let them come to 

Drugs 

Kids seated very strongly that improving the facilities available to them in Nimbin 
would be very unlikely to change their drug using habits. For example, drugs sron't 
allowed at the movies but kids "gee out of it" before they go. 
Marihuana is a commonly used drug and many kids expressed a desire that it be legalised 
Alcohol is also a common recreational drug for kids of all years and all find tht 
extremely easy to obtain, 

'J 	H' 
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May 9th, 1990. 

Dear Friends, 

At the last meeting of our group, it was decided to convene a Town Meeting 
in Nimbin to discuss the subject of 

- 
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We are doing this because we feel that in the light of recent violence, the 
large scale police raids, continued adverse media i.nterest that seems only 
to exacerbate these problems, and the unpopular reality that most of this 
town and area's residents are affected, to varying degrees, by the current 
drug prohibition laws, it is necessary to call a public meeting. 

We feel that as a community we must come to a common understanding of how 
"drugs" affect the environment we live in; what problems, if any,  are felt 
as a consequence of this "drug" use in the community; detirmine ways to 
act that effectively meets the challenge, especially in relation to young 
people, posed by "drugs". 

We are not proposing this meeting in order to manipulate support for our 
arguments. We would like to see a frank, open and constructive public 
forum where all local residents are able to express their opinion. We 
welcome submissions and input representative of your group. We would seek 
to include the input from politicians and from those with relevant exper-
tise and/or experience. 

This meeting is proposed as a Town Meeting for the people of the Nimbin 
area. We have no desire any national media or to create cheap publicity 
gimmicks. Last year's experience needs no recounting. However, media is 
continuing to come to and report on Nimbin and unless we can answer as a 
united community, then we will continue to be portrayed as a fragmented 
victim of "inevitable" changes for the worst. This deflects attention from 
the relevant, visionary work that we accept as part of our daily lives 
here. 

We are asking you to join as co-sponsors in this meeting. We must put any 
divisions of the past behind us and affirm a common future,defining mutual 
problems and acting in concert for impact. 

Planning for this forum will begin at our meeting on Monday May 21st, 3pm. 
In the Environment Centre (back room), 54 Cullen Street, and we invite you 
to send a representative. 

zo 

o Nr 'o'l 	-y-'e Ze-or 	Mrjar 	 La1 



Should you decide not to co-sponcer this forum, we hope you will keep it 
in mind and attend. Again we would welcome any representative of yours 
submitting your group's considerations. 

A list of Nimbin groups and organisations that have been sent this 
sponcership invitation is attached. We acknowledge that it is short 
notice, but already we are involved in adverse media publicicy which 
seems more to compound these situations. Thus the need to act. Money 
will be needed for publicity, printing etc. Any donations to assist 
in defraying expences would be appreciated. 

Remember, please, the May the 21st deadline. Anyone is welcome to attend 
and your presence would be appreciated. 

For a healthy, safe and strong Nimbin, 

Bob Hopkins, 
on behalf of nearly NORMAL nimbin. 

Organisations and groups that copies of this letter has been sent to: 

Nimbiri Neighbourhood Centre, Nimbin Progress Assoc., Nimbin Environment 
Centre, Drug Interest Group, Nirnbin Policing Community Consultative 
Committee, Nimbin Chamber of Commerce, Pan Community Council, Nimbin News 
Rainbow Power Co., Nirnbin Central School P@C, Nimbin Community School, 
Turnable Community School, Nimbin Pre-School, Daystar Steiner School, 
Nimbin Central School Staff Association, Nimbin Hospital Auxillary, Nimbin 
C.W.A., Nimbin A@I  Society, Nimbin Church Council. 

This may be an incomplete list of concerned groups. Should you know of 
other such interest groups, please pass this infomation on to them, 
perhaps by photocopyirg this invitaLion. 
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SPEAKTR FROM PANCOM 

DIANA ROBERTS from Pancom visited Blue Springs on 11th Nov. 1969 and gave 
a talk to interested shareholders. 

Diana said that PanCom is an organisation of individual people witha 
diversity of views. She said that PanCom was formed last year from 
people who were from four or five, communities, to lihk communities so 
they can learn from each others' sucesses and experiences. She said 
that the chief aim of PanCom is information sharing. 

PanOom holds monthly meetings in a different community each time., 
Sometimes childcare can be arranged. 	Specific issues from individual 
communities are brought up, and inIorma:tic.n  is shared. 	What PanCom doo 
is reflected by those who attend the meetings. 

The monthly newsletter has been going for a year now ;  and the iflput ;  
again, is reflected by what is submitted for publication. 

Fourco-ordinators are appointed for six months from those who attend the 
meetings. 

At Barjuma Community, Mike Shegog has a resource centre of information of 
maberial relevant to Multiple Occupancy. 	Communities o:k on their own 
issues, and they may go to PanCom for help. 	Michele Trudeau us one of 
several Lismore solicitors interested in issues concerning lL,O..'s. 

PAULINE 

The Pancom meeting in February is at Blue Springs on Sun. Feb 11th at 12 
noon. 	Is there anyone willing to arrange childcare for 2.-3 hours? 

- 	 EDITOR 

A CELEBRATION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES 

PAN-COM's gathering is for residents of land-sharing communities and 
interested people at The Channon on Feb. 3rd and 4th 1990, 
Workshops inolude community development, envIronmental iseues sreen 
politics, alternative energy, 10w-ost housing, legal structures etc. 

There will be Kids' Activities, Music, Tim's Ten Restaurant ;  and 
information stalls. If you or your community would lik to run a etaJ.l. 
contact PAN-COM, P.O. Box 102, Nimbin 240 

COST 	Children under 16 free 
$10 per person who registers before Jan 12th. 
$ 15 per person at the gate. 
$100 per community if paid before Jan 12th. 
Overnight camping $3 per adult, per night. 

WRITE TO: PAN-CON, P.O. Box 102 ;  Nimbin 1380 
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UBLii;5iOI. 	On tlic terms and coiid.i t.i.otis of' Land 	itririí/!ultiple 

Occupancy ijevelopinent within uhe 3hire of Kyogle, as 

contained within Draft L.E.P. No.3 of the 24/2/89. 

FART 1 . 	COuiNT. 

Draft L.1.F.No.3 represents a marked improvement over previous Drafts, 

and is tell generally to be a sensible approach to Land Sharing/M.O. 

development, in defining "multiple occupancy" the L.E.P. has achi'eved 

a b 	or understanding of the aspect of 'coinmunily' which is the main 

concern of people living the lifestyle,and those attracted to the 

lifestyle. The terni "mui.tiple OCcUpancy' i tself does not reflect this 

aspect, and for this reason the term Land sharing Community has been 

substituted throughout this submission. 

Whilst L.i.P.No.3 exhibits a more enlightened approach to the unique 

aspects of Land harixig, there are several areas which require further 

consultation and attention. 

PART 2. 	DEFINITIONU. 

Part 5. para 2. defines "caravan park" as land used for moveable 

dwellings. This definition certainly does not comply with the usual 

interpretation of the term "caravan park", and would appear to limit 

the use of such accomodation to residents of Land Uharing Communities 

wishing to use a caravan as temporary accomodation whilst house 

building is in progress. This apparent limitation appears through 

Part 14A,(2)(c) which provides that development may not include a 

caravan park. Whilst this clause is most sensible, and completely 

in tune with the desires of Commuii ties, it would appear, through the 

unusual definition of "caravan park to place unreasonable limits 

upon residents of Conimunities. It has been found that caravans are 

an excellent temporary dwe hag, not only providing safe and hygienic 

accoinodation, but easily reov:d shen a house has been constructed. 
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Part 14A(2)(f) requires either deletion, or the term "partial 

economic self-sufficiency" requires interpretation under Part 5. 
such interpretation would become quite cumbersome, as the term 

could logically include such activities as low-cost or owner built 

housing, vege 	le gardens, ilIdepen1i(., nL power systems, co— operative 

business ventures, sustainable agriculture etc., the aspects are 

enormous. As it is clearly the intention of people seeking a 

lifestyle of Land Uharing to achieve a degree of self-sufficiency. 

at some le'el, it would appear superfluous to include this clause. 

in the L.E.P. There is no question in the minds of residents of 

Land Uharing Communities as to whether economic self-sufficiency 

is a desired goal, achieving this goal simply takes time. The 

"Boardroom and bulldozer" approach to economic development is not 

one that appeals to Land Uharing Communities, hence we may take a 

little longer to achieve our goals. Nevertheless, economic self 

sufficiency tias become a reality for some resiaents of quite a few 

Comrnimities in the himbin area, and the same result will be seen in 

the hyogie Uhire in time. Any assessment of econumic self-sufficiency 

at the planning stage of a Land Uharing Co;Hmunity would be very 

difficult, as the forms taken depend on the mix of eventual residents. 

Currently, these forms incluue alternative energy, permaculture/ 

organic agriculture, healing, craft production, regular markets, 

most of the Trades, some professions, and o tlier.s coreponding to 

the work-scills in the broader community. The recent definition, 

under the appropriate Act, of 'primary producer' as being a person 

who 'profitably engages' in primary production, if applied in kind to 

ecOnomic self-sufficiency, would prove inappropriate as well, due to 

the apparent difficulty in assessing 'profit'. 

Part 14A 2) (a), (lii) and (iv) arid the term "home improvement area", 

essentially limit the maximum area available to a share-holder of a 

Land Uhariug Community as a defined liviii, area to 5000 sq.metres. 

The problem of aefined living areas was p .'ssibiy the biggest point of 

debate with the Land haring i'ovement for many years, and still 

continues to cause uifiicui tics from Lime to time. 
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.PART 3. 	1iCLUL1UJJ. 

I'art 14A(2)(a) (iii) ü (iv) coat. 

Many attempts were made to enable residents of Communities to have 

some defined 'private' area involving groups ranging from particip-

ating residents of Communities to State government bodies. A solution 

has emerged over the last few years which seems to suit members of 

Land Sharing Communities, most local Councils, and those State bodies 

who maintain an interest in the Land Sharing philosophy. Rather than 

being strictly defined and limited to a maximum size, it has been 

found that to plan a variety of share sizes, based on the topography 

of the site, and including use of natural boundaries, is the best 

approach to the question. The average share size on existing 

Communities is approximately 5 acres. The actual sizes vary greatly 
on most Communities from less than 1 acre to around 10 acres depending 

on the nature of the site. The size of share-holdings cannot be dealt 

with nor defined under the terms of the L.E.P. More appropriately, thi 

matter should be dealt with at the time of assessing a Development 

Application. This approach may be facilitated by amending Part 14A(3), 

(a),(b), and (c) to the followirij, or similar; 

(3) An application to carry out Land Sharing must be accompanied by; 

(a) A site plan prepared in consultation with the Soil Conservation 

Service of I.S.W. This plan must contain the following; 

Location of access roads and damn. 

Location of each house site and attached share-holding. These 

sites must be consecutively numbered on the plan and pegged on-

site with site numbers clearly attached. 

Existing natural environment including forest cover,species 

habitat,prime agricultural land,erosion areas arid other 
cay I roximental hazards. 

Domestic water supply system and waste disposal systems. 

Community facilities and intended, uses of Common Land. 
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(3) An application to carry out Land Sharing must be accompanied by; 

(b) A bushfire management plan prepared by a person experienced 

and competent in this area. Hazard reduction zones, as specified 

by the N.S.vJ. Fire 13oard'; 'hazard heduction Booklet' must be 

in place around each house-site before the issue of any Temporary 

Dwelling Permit takes place. 

* * k * * * X * X * -* 

The final aspect of Draft L.E.P. io.3 to be dealt with is perhaps the 

m-ost difficult. It is the intention of this su-binission to deal with 

those aspects of Land Sharing leglislation which bear on the social 

concerns of residents, that is in those areas where we have collective 

expertise. However, the zoning limitations of L.E.P. No.3 are a matter 

of concern for the Pan-Community Council arid will require more detaile 

and personal consultations. 

With this in mind, we would request a meeting with your staff, at a 

convenient 'time, in order to deal with this issue. At such a meeting, 

it is our intention to present our verbal submission relating to the 

question of zoning restrictions. Our position at present is that we 

would like Land Sharing to be an acceptable land use within the whole 

of Kyogle shire, subject 'to the normal limitations of Development 

approval including public comment. 

We look forward to an early date for such a meeting, anticipating a 

relatively open approach to the matters raised in L.E.P. 140.3. 
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The overall feeling of the Draft L.E.P. is positive. Fan Community 

Council feels that by listening to the advice of people who have 

been actively involved in the band sharing lifestyle for many years, 

kyogle Jhire Council can achieve the wont balanced L.F.P. in relation 

to 1i.u. to date. I•'loreover, we are anxious to link the care of the - 

native environment to future Land Sharing developments. 

1iuch has been achieved by the many and varied people who participate 

in this lifestyle, a great deal of which goes unnoticed by the public 

in general. Despite this lack of recognition, co.:munities have 

prospered, businesses have opened, trees have been planted, schools 

have been opened, and, we feel, cultural enrichment has occurred. 

All this without the support of government in general, and sometimes 

in a climate of hostility and misunderstanding. 

Some of the answers to many of the problems facing all of us today are 

being sought by ordinary people living on Land iharing Communities. 

This is not to negate the activities of many others, but our lifestyle 

is really the 'cutting edge' of change. We seek practical solutions 

to problems and constantly look for better ways to live. 

With co-operation and tolerance, Fan Community Council feels that 

1yoglc Wiirc Council in capable of prod ucirig LliO b(( L L • i .1'. relating 
to Land sharing that has been released to date. 

We thank you for the opportunity to co;iment on L.E.F. No.3, and look 

forward to further correspondence. 

X- * * * ) X * X- * * * * -X * * X 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

12 December 1939 

Registrar of Credit Unions, 
P.O. BOX 972 
PARRM.IATTA 	N.S.Vi. 2150. 

Dear Registrar, 

North Coast Ethical Credit Union Application for Registration 

Members of Pan - Community Council at its meeting on 10 December 

1989 resolved to strongly support The Channon Trust's application for 

registration of the North Coast Ethical Credit Union. Our members are 

acutely aware of the need for an ethical credit union which can assure 

concerned investors that their funds will be utilised in an ethical 

and environmentally sound manner particularly in this " rainbow " 

bio-region. The Channon Trust has already demonstrated its commitment 

not to discriminate against .!tO  financially disadvantaged and will 
facilitate the provision of funds for housing and small businesses to 

people who would otherwise be denied these opportunities. 

The Pan - Community Council is represented by 20 Multiple - 

Occupancy Communities in a bio-region covering the Tweed, Byron Bay, 

Bailina, Lismore and Kyogle Shires and 16 individuals supporting the 

q 
	following aims and objectives: 

Protection of the natural environment 

Promotion of social interaction between communities 

Direct assistance in dealing with local councils and other 

government bodies 

Postering sustainable economic initiatives 

Promoting the general principles of multiple occupancy lan(l use 

to media, councils, and the broader community 

Pooling resources, expertise and skill sharing to facilitate 

the above 

Yours fraternally, 

'r L 
( 

Mike 3hegog ( f'or ) Pan - Community Council - ( 066 ) 897321 



n. 	o 	'rast ior iunty o is 	cI 	vtne t 	rv c i foster i 
th establishment of an ethical credit unton that will operate in the 
local government areas of Tweed,Dyron,KyogJ,.e ad I.ismore. 
tfl e be :efits of this redit il -iton will he:- 

1 )esidents of these areas will have access to a locally cc trailed f iance 
net itut oo. 

2)The policies of the credit Union vill take into accou.t the specal nature 
of the region and as far as possible assist members who are de tied credit 
on the basis of employmet and/or lfesyle. 

3)The funds of menbers will he invested locally,thus improving the cjuaiity 
of life for all reside ts of the  

4)The Cred't Thiion wll be able to receive deposits from anywl'ierc 	Lus;ralia 
thereby allowing ma'y people to withdraw their financial sunport from 
areas of which they disapl!rove and redirect these resources to projects 
that are ervironmentaiiy and soc'ally sound. 
Oritical examination of the f:iance nustry has shown that Cred:i t Unions 
are the most responsive to the w shes of their depostors and because of 
the perso:- al nature of thei.r lending the majority of ther 109:55 would be 
for acceptable puxnooes.However as at date of writing,no credit ft ion in 
this area has aaoptea an et-hicai charter, so there are no restrictions as to 
where surplus funds may he invested.Farthermore,as with Barks and other 
fThnncial Thst:tutons loas to welfare recipients are usually not possible. 
f you are in ay doubt as to the :ieed for th s proposed new credit Union, 
contact your bankers ac1 ask for v.rritte. coofirmation that you would receive 
fin:'ee if required. 
There will be a formation tileeting for the proDosed credit union oi 21/9/89 
at The ied Dove Hall Lismoro at 7.30 D.m..it this meet Log The rules for the 
proposed credit unon will be approved by those wishing to become the 

ntial members,ciirectors will then be elected by the members.Tt is 
necessary that at least 100 peonle join at that time a order for the 
cred t union to be approved.or fur or deta 7-2 co tact the ho on Trust 
on 221511. 

(0 	ce s 	 d 
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The Channon Trust 
Community Loans & Investment Service 
Cnr. Dunoon & Mill Streets, The Channon 
Postal Address: C/- The Post Office, The Channon 2480 Phone: (066) 886276 

DRAFT AIMS AND OBJECTS OF THE FAR NORTH COAST ETHICAL CREDIT 

UNION 

AIM 
To create a community controlled sustainable future. 

OBJECTI L'ES 
The primary objects for which the Far North Coast Ethical 
Credit Union is heinç established are: 

To receive on deposit funds from members. 

To lend money to members with particular consideration 
to those who are unfairly denied credit. 

To provide financial advisory' and budqet counsellna 
services to members. 

To arrange insurance and other financial services P. 

behalf of members. 

To act as a financial intermediary on behalf of members. 

To promote and support local enterprises that are 
conducted in an environmentally sound and socially 
responsible way. 

To promote and support locally owned and controlled 
agricultural, manufacturing, retail and service 
industries. 

To promote and support a way of life which is 
sustainable, in that it limits the use of non renewable 
resources, takes into account appropriate technolcoy and 
is energy efficient. 

P. 	To promote and support employment which is safe and non 
-exploitative. 

To promote and assist environmental and community 
organisations in particular. 

To promote and assist people in building their own homes 
and in general to assist people in acquiring reasonable 
housing. 

To encourage people to take more responsibility for 
their money and how it is used, through education about 
ethical investment and seeking members active 
involvement in the Credit Union. 

To support the development of community based ethical 
loan and investment organisations. 

P.T.O. 
Chobham Pty Ltd. (ncorpor.ted InNsW)i Trustee for the Channon Trust. 



Additionally the Credit Union will not knowinjly, lend mone' 
to. take part in or support any business or activity which 
unnecessari ?y: 

pollutes the air, soil or water; 

creates products or services which will 
have harmful effects on the environment: 

C. 	destroys or wastes non-renewable 
resources; 

Nor will the Credit Union knowingly lend money to. take 
in or support any business or activity which: 

contributes to the inhibition of human 
rights; 

enqages in the manufacture of armament. : 
similar means of mass destruction: 

C. 	enables or encourages the evasion of 
income tax. or the defrauding of 
government; 

d. 	entices people into financial over 
c'omrni tment; 

C. 	neaatively discriminates in emDlovment. 
adver'isinq or education on the hass 
sex. ra:e, creed. disability or income: 

- 



NIMBIN COMMUNITY BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

re: 	Business and employment initiatives to enhance the 
economic position of the Nimbin District 

The Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre is intending, with assistance from the 
N.S.W. Department of Industrial Relations and Employment, to establish 
a Business Incubator/Enterprise Centre for the Nimbin District. 	The 
p r o j e c t a i m s to p r o v i d e secretarial, 	bookkeeping and business 
management assistance to foster new and enhance existing bi.siness and 
employment opportuni ties. 

If successful (and it should be), the project willassist theNimbin 
community to retain a large portion of the funds that currently leave 
the area for various reasons. There are many goods ad 3ervices 
presently unavailable from within the Nimbin community that we could 
provide; also there are many skills and much experience goThg to waste 
locally, as well as a growing, well—educated group of young people. 

NIMBUS will encourage new enterprise and employment initiatives, 
foster the establishment of support services to improve the likelihood 
of new enterprises being successful, identify job opportunities and 
match them with the unemployed and assist in vocational training 
in i t i at iv e s. 

NIMBUS will, as far as possible, use only Nimbin—supplied goods and 
will encourage any businesses it generates to do the same. Hopefully 
this will provide increased turnover in existing businesses that will 
allow them to reduce margins, thus reducing the need for local 
residents to purchase outside Nim bin. NIMBUS will be a non—profit 
organisation designed to maximise benefits to the Nimbin community. 

Here follows a list o-f areas under ccnsderat1on and their benefts 

Book Shop - Stationary 
Rural Bus Service 
Community Newsletter 
Publishing & Printing 
Legal Advice - Conveyancing 
Caravan Park Expansion - 

Temporary & Permanent 
Education - Adult & Youth 
Shared Organic Farm - 

Land & Facilities 
Recycling Depot 

Tourist Promotion Facil:ties 
Low Cost Housing 
Shared Workspace - 

Craft, Mechanical 
Elderly Accommodation 
Alternative Energy Cent:e 
Media Centre 
Furniture Manufacture & Repair 
Secretarial Service 
House Repair Crew 
Transport - Goods Depot 



NIMBUS and its generated businesses will: 

provide work experience for local students and unemployed; 

establish a local financial institution that will allow Nimbin's 
income to be invested, with full security, in the local district 
rather than being syphoned off to Lismore and Sydney; 

assist local growers in the formation of a co—op to market their 
produce; 

similarly assist local craft: persons; 

overcome the problems of transporting goods in and out of Nimbin 
either by assisting expansion of existing transport businesses or 
by establishing a new one; 

bring much needed government funding into the area by identifying 
projects that qualify for funding, assisting local residents to form 
groups to seek funds and assist with funding applications (e.g. there 
is a $20,000 p.a. grant available to assist community groups with soil 
conservation projects). 

Naturally, to succeed a project such as this requires the support of 
the community. We look forward to discussing the project with you in 
greater detail. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dick Hopkins, Co—ordinator 

/21 i 	 V 
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PRESS RELEASE: 	 9th/August 1989. 

A group of about 60 concerned residents met at the Autumn Club hail 

in Murwillumbah on Monday night, with the aim of forming the Tweed 

branch of the Richmond Greens Political Party alliance. 

A member, Ms Janaki Pearson encouraged the gathering comprising of 

farmers, individuals and diversified local environmental groups, to 

put aside their differences and work towards the common goal of 

arresting the worlds critical challenges relating to environment, 

socio-economic and political issues. 

The ob.jects of the meeting were to hear evervones ideas, to formal 

-ize a group of people who are concerned enough to act, to discuss 

various local concerns and how to more effectively deal with issues 

by establishing an environmental resource centre in Murwillumbah, 

and to provide voters with a Green alternative in the next election 

The meeting resolved to call on Tweed Shire Council to provide 

recycling facilities to outlying areas of the shire and produce a 

booklet for each household on "How to recycle your rubbish". 

It was also resolved to lobby for recognition of forest regenerat 

-ion on farmland as an appropriate land-use attracting rural rating 

concessions, and the promotion of ecologically sustainable planning 

guidelines for rural lands developments based on Permaculture and 

Bio-dynamics to balance the urbanization of farmland. 

The group will call public meetings in all major centres of the 

Richmond Electorate in the near future. 

For further information contact Ms 	 066 
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ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

TO THE SHIRE CLERK 	 PVK: PEB 
P.O. Box No. 11 
KYOGLE. 2474. 

Mr Knight 
CONTACT 

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 

STRATHEDEN STREET 
KYOGLE, N.S.W. 2474. 
TELEPHONE (066) 32 1 611 
FAX 066322228 
IN YOUR REPLY 

PLEASE OUOT 

T.3-7 

July 26, 1989. 

Pan Community Council, 
P.O. Box 102, 
NIMBIN. 	 2480. 

Submission regarding Multiple Occupancy as contained with Draft 
L.E.P. No. 3 - Discussion Paper dated February 24, 1989. 

Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your submission received in June this year. Your 
ideas will be given full consideration as the draft is developed 
and should be most helpful. 

At present because of the massive flood aftermath problems that 
Council faces, work on the Draft L.E.P. has been put on the back 
burner for a while. When work is recommenced, Council will 
contact you regarding the meeting you requested. 

Yours faithfully, 

(P.D. THEN), 
SHIRE CLERK. 	

ic 

GATEWAY TO THE RAINFORESTS 



-lo- 

COMNUN1TY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES. 

IiIF iilTlON: 

A C.C.C. 	is 	a 	forulil 	for a coniniunit 	ailu 	Lhil 	i(l1Ce 	to 

ideiiti[y anu discuss comr.iunity/Police issues 	1tii a vie 	to 

resolving 	the 	matters. 	The 	nembersliip 	shoulu 	ue 

representative of each level of the coninun 1 t 	 Lli it is 

based (eg. lusiness, pensioners, youth, unenplued, service, 

religious, 	coii1muiiity 	an(i 	ethnic/aborigine 	gruupins 	etc). 

It 	is prur&a ri ly a i esour ce f o r the Pat rol Lommdii,er - a 

nechaiiisn 	wricreb) , 	the 	Commander 	can 	consult 	itI 	the 

comnult it y on 	the poll ci rig of the a i ea . 	•fhi I S C Oh S UI tall Oh 

will L.e LnvdivaL)le to the Patrol Conniaiider, 	ien .iiLocatlllg 

resourLes 	arid 	evaluating 	operational 	strategies 	in 	the 

patrol. Ut course, the success or otier 	Sc ot the coriu11 t tee 

will 	uepeiid 	on 	the 	ski I Is 	and 	comlul tnieI1.t 	o 	the 	Pa trol 

Coriinianuei 

lNTkULUCT1Oi: 

The C . C . C . 	is a key strategy to ensure the CPEkAiIUL 

eftcctiveness 	oL 	Community 	Iaseu 	Policing, 	it 	brings 

together the Pol ice ,Jhu triei r local couhiuuhti t 	on a reui a r 

formal oasis, to jointly consider local prodicris. 

LENIiFITS FOIc TIlL POL1CL: 

I. 	Police 	can 	become 	a 	pai t 	ol 	te 	tOIhdi inforr;iai 

networKs whicn operate in a comriunit'. 

2. 	Police 	can 	be accepted 	as valuable ucribers of a 

community, 	 not a discreet group 	itn the sole 

erceived function of law enforcenierit. 

.., 

t. ji
p 
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Police can use community iietworks/agencies to relay 

information on Police programmes - (ns1etters, 

local councils, neighbourhood centres etc.) 

4. 	Police 	can 	be 	made 	aware 	of 	other 	programr4es 

operating 	in 	their 	areas 	eg. 	street 	kius, 	C'IS.S 

programmes. 

S. 	Once iietworis nave been established it will give the 

Police 	other 	sources 	of 	information 	on 	illegal 

activities eg.stealing, gaiubliiig, drugs. 

d. 	Provide the Police with regulai EecubacN on how they 

are understood by the community. 

7. 	'ieetings can act 	as a torum for Police 	to voice 

opinions aou1 situations or issues, of concern wriicht 

Comniuni ty groups may be in a position to alter, 

thereuy preventing them from becoming Police matters. 

Can 	allow 	Police 	to 	becorie 	more 	awaic 	oL 	r.re 

Government - non-Government refe rual agencies - eg 

aboriginal goups, ethnic comniuni ty groups, womenis 

refuges. 

9. 	Can allow 	the Poiice to work together with their 

coiniunity on pro-active community policing. 

Breaking 	uown 	the 	barriers 	- 	'theni 	anu 	'us 

attitudes. 

2. 	Community caii learn to appreciate pi oblerus posed by 

staff shortages for Police and high work loau in some 
a rea S. 



Can be made aware of the role of the Police - 

difference between the Police and the La. 

Can be kept informed of any changes to the law. 

Can learn 'and inform the community of the structural 

nature of the Police and its strategies. 

Can 	be 	provided 	with 	information 	of 	Police 

programmes, N.H.W. Safety Houses, etc. 

Can get to know the local Police as IEOPLL and 

include theni in community activities. 

Can have a direct line to local Police and be more 

inclined to approach them without feeling threatened. 

Get to know the Police NEEDS of their area and act as 

an independent lobby group or get others to lobby,  on 

belLaif of their local Police. 

*0Vf0USLY WHAT IS OF BENEFIT TO THE COMMUNITY IS ALSO GOOD 

FOR THE POLICE AND VISA VERSA. 

There are, and will be many obstacles to establishing and 

maintaining an effective Community Consultative Committee, 

however, it will have many positive consequences for both 

the Police and the community. 

I 	: 	p4 
••••••• •-• 
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ANNhXURE 3 

SUGGESTED OBJECTiVES FOR COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE. 

I. Identify 	problems 	affecting 	the 	community. 

 Consider 	appropriate 	means 	of 	overcomilig iuenci€ied 

Community 	problems 	and 	promote 	an 	awa i eriess within 

the 	Community 	of 	its 	needs 	to 	take 	arl 	active 	part 	in 

tne 	prevention 	of 	crime. 	(See 	Ajinexure 	Si 

 Improve 	the 	comunicatioli 	between 	the Police 	arid 

Community 	at 	large. 

Promote 	an 	awareness 	of 	its 	legal and 	moral 

obligations 	in 	relation 	to 	crime. 

 improve 	corlifliunliCatiofl 	and 	iltteractloti Leteen 	the 

various 	cultural, 	ethnic, 	bureaucratic, comrnezcial 

and 	welfare 	groups 	within 	the 	community. 

S. bevelop 	an 	understanding 	of:- 

The 	laws 	of 	the 	state; 

The 	role 	of 	the 	Police 	in 	the 	community; 

The 	rights 	of 	the 	individual; 

The 	need 	to 	maintain 	good 	order 	in 	cite 	commufllty. 

I' 
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ANNEXURE 4 

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES 

Must be non-political 

Must be democratic with one vote per organisatlon or 

group represented 

Transcend the individual boundaries of each group or 

orgariisation to achieve a common goal 

bust consider the needs of the community as a whole 

above the needs of each individual group. 

Matters for discussion must be of a pertinent anU 

constructive nature 

vtust not be used as a forum to air personal or minor 

organisat ional grievances. 

./30 
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15th June, 1989 

Pan Coninunity Council, 

P.O. Box 102, 

Nimbin. 	2480 

Dear Diana, 

After the interview about living on multiple occupancy land went to 

air, we received this letter from Michael Cassimatis. 

I have written to him saying I have forwarded his letter to you, 

Cl- of Pan Coninunity Council, and also suggested that he make a trip to 

the area he is interested in and see what's available and what suits him. 

Hope you can help him by sending some literature and/or some idea 

of what may be available in your area. He sounded an honest and genuinely 

interested person, so hope this has not been too much of an imposition 

for you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Cj 

C) 

	 6  Z14i 42f 

v 	 Kerry Stewart, 

PRACTICALITIES 

ABC Radio GPO Box 9994 Sydney 2001 (02) 3390211 

BROADCAST: ABC National Radio: Saturdays at 9.00 am, Adelaide 8.30 am, Perth 9.30 am, Sydney 2FC576, Canberra 2CY846, Newcastle 2NA1 51 2, 
Melbourne 3AR621,Brisbane 40G792. Adelaide 5CL729, Perth 6WN81 0, Hobart 7ZL603. 

ABC Regionals Wednesdays at 7.15 pm. (WA Thursdays at 10.30 pm) 
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PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON STATE DEVELOPMENT 

INTERESTED IN 
COASTAL DEVELOPMENT? 

SO ARE WE 

t PLEASE CHECK THIS PACKAGE 
- 	 ANDCONTACTUS 

99 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000. 
Telephone 221 6299. Facsimile: 232 6539 



Tel: (02) 230 2858 

It 

AAq 

jiT 

o  
-00 

PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
SYDNEY 2000 

iL 	 of 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

fe Hon. Richard Jones, M.L.C. 



INQUIRY INTO COASTAL DEVELOPMENT 

This package is about an inquiry by the New South Wales 
Parliament into coastal development and the environment. The 
inquiry is by the Standing Committee on State Development. 

The Committee would like to know what you think about coastal 
development and its effect on the environment. 

This package contains details of: 

Inquiry terms of reference 
Committee members 
Committee procedures 
Committee papers and reports 
Stages of inquiry 
Invitation to express interest 
Questionnaire on coastal development 
Submission cover sheet 

If you need more information after you have read this package, 
or require additional questionnaires or "Expression of Interest" 
sheets, please write to: 

The Secretary 
State Development Committee 
Level 3 
99 Elizabeth St 
Sydney NSW 2000 

or telephone 

Cathy Richards, Jennifer Knight or Brian Jinks 

on 

(02) 221 6299 

or fax to 

(02) 232 6539 
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RESOLUTION BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

On 4 May 1989 the New South Wales Legislative Council 
resolved: 

(1) That the Standing Committee on State Development inquire 
into and report on: 

the environmental and/or other implications of 
development in the coastal region of New South 
Wales; and/or 
any other matter incidental to or arising out of 
the above term of reference. 

(2) That the Committee report progress within 6 months. 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE 

The Standing Committee on State Development comprises members 
of the Liberal, National, Labor and Australian Democrat parties; 
they are: 

The Hon John P Hannaford, MLC (Chairman) 
The Hon Richard T M Bull, MLC 
The Hon John J Doohan, MLC 
The Hon Richard S L Jones, MLC 
The Hon Ian N Macdonald, MLC 
The Hon John C J Matthews, MLC 
The Hon Stephen B Mutch, MLC 
The Hon Paul F O'Grady, MLC 
The Hon Kenneth W Reed, MLC 

COMMITTEE PROCEDURES 

The Standing Committee on State Development 

+ will accept written submissions concerning its inquiries 
from any person or organization 

+ will conduct its hearings in public, with very few 
exceptions 

+ may summons witnesses, send for papers and travel widely 
while conducting its inquiries. 

Although the Committee has wide powers, its proceedings are 
relatively informal. It conducts hearings in order to obtain 
information from people who are in a position to assist the 
Parliament. 
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COMMITTEE PAPERS AND REPORTS 

The Committee is required by the resolution of the Legislative 
Council to report progress by early November 1989. 

The Committee will publish an "issues paper". This will list, 
among other things: 

• legislation, environmental and development policies and 
planning schemes affecting the coastal region 

• State government bodies controlling, and involved in, 
coastal development 

• local government policies and attitudes towards coastal 
development 

• community groups and organizations interested in coastal 
development 

• business and industry groups and representatives 
interested in coastal development 

• natural resources of the coastal region 
• demography of the coastal region 
• infrastructure for coastal development 
• finance for coastal development 
• community services and coastal development. 

The "issues paper" will be the basis for reporting by the 
Committee. The Committee may report in stages, depending upon 
the complexity of its inquiry. 

The "issues paper" will be distributed widely, in order to 
assist people to make detailed submissions. 

STAGES OF INQUIRY 

During the initial stages of the inquiry into coastal 
development, the Standing Committee on State Development proposes 
to do three things: 

+ seek expressions of interest from people wishing to give 
information about coastal development 

+ gather relevant information on the background to, and 
issues in, coastal development 

+ hold initial discussions with people who express interest 
in the inquiry. 

These three initial stages will overlap to some extent. 

The Committee, after publishing its "issues paper", will hold 
formal public hearings. The evidence from these hearings will 
form the basis of the Committee's report(s). 



STANDING CONNITTEE ON STATE DEVELOPMENT 

COASTAL DEVELOPMENT INQUIRY 

Expression of Interest 

I am interested in the coastal development inquiry being 
conducted by the Standing Committee on State Development. 

I wish to 

be placed on the Committee's mailing list 

E 	provide copies of relevant documents (see attached questionnaire) 

Eli make a written submission to the Committee 

D have an interview with a Committee 
representative 

El give evidence at a formal Committee hearing 

El return the questionnaire (see next page) 

(please tick the appropriate box) 

Name ........................................................... 

.Aciclress ........................................................ 

Name of group (where applicable) ............................... 

Adclresa of group . ............................... ............... 

Nature of group (brief statement of aims, interests etc) ....... 

Telephone...................... Fax ............................. 

Send to: The Secretary, Standing Committee on State Development, 
Level 3, 99 Elizabeth Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
by 31 July 1989. 



STANDING COMMITTEE ON STATE DEVELOPMEN'T 

COASTAL DEVELOPMENT INQUIRY 

Questionnaire 

Name........................................................... 

Group (if applicable) .......................................... 

The Standing Committee on State Development is seeking the 
views of individuals, community groups and State and local 
government authorities about coastal development and the 
environment. 

The Committee aims to publish an "issues paper" on coastal 
development and the environment, setting out the background and 
listing the issues and problems that are perceived by the people 
involved. 

In particular, the Committee is gathering details of 

• the localities in which coastal development is seen as 
an issue, but where there is no development as yet 

• specific projects (or proposed projects) that are 
seen as issues in coastal development 

• general questions of coastal development that may 
be common to several localities or projects. 

This questionnaire is the Committee's first step in gathering 
this information. 

If you wish to list more than one locality, project etc, 
photocopy the questionnaire or ask for extra copies from the 
address at the bottom of the questionnaire. 

LOCATION (This section applies where no development has taken 
place or is proposed) 

Nameof place.................................................. 

Alternative name (used locally, used in media etc) ............. 

Nearesttown................................................... 

Localgovernment council area .................................. 

Other identification (if applicable) ........................... 



LOCATION (continued) 	 Questionnaire p.  2 

Brief details of issue or anticipated problem at this location.. 

PROJECT (This section applies where development exists or is 
proposed) 

Name of project ................................................ 

Nameof developer .............................................. 

Nature of project (eg, marina, sewerage works) ................. 

Circle the appropriate word(s): This project is presently 

Completed Under construction Approved (not begun) 	Proposed 

Locationof project ............................................ 

Nearesttown .................................................... 

Localgovernment area .......................................... 

Other identification (if applicable) ........................... 

This section seeks information about 
GENERAL QUESTIONS/ISSUES IN COASTAL DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT 

Nature of question/issue (eg, building height, beach access) ... 

Examples/locations illustrating question/issue ................. 



STANDING COMMITTEE ON STATE DEVELOPMENT 

COASTAL DEVELOPMENT INQUIRY 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION COVER SHEET 

Name ........................................................ 

Nameof group (where applicable) ............................ 

Position in group (where applicable) ........................ 

Address ..................................................... 

Address of group (where applicable) ......................... 

Telephonenumber ............................................ 

Facsimilenumber ............................................ 

There is no set format for submissions to the Committee. 

It would help the Committee if each submission included a 
brief summary of its main points, and if the main sections 
of the submission were given headings. 

The Committee has not set a closing date for written 
submissions. 

Nevertheless, submissions should be sent to the Committee 
as soon as possible. 

a 



DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE 
AUSTRAliA & 

CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600 

1 626D/5 289w 	 June 1989 

Pan-Community Council 
P0 Box 102 
NIMBIN 2480 

Dear Sir 

Thank you for your correspondence to Senator Evans on imports 
of rainforest timber and other environmental questions. He has 
asked me to reply on his behalf. 

The Australian Government recognises that protection of our 
environment is a matter of high priority. The types of issue 
you have raised are currently under consideration by the 
Government, and your views will be taken into account. 

Yours sincerely 

y 	- 

(Karma Campbell) 
-/i:.-'- A/g Assistant Secretary 

1 	International Organisations Branch 

11 
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P.M.B. 9315, 
Whitfield Rd, 
King Valley, 3678. 

8th September, 1 989. 

Diana Roberts, 
P.O. Box 102, 
Nimbin, 2480. 

Dear Diana, 

We were sorry to'hear of the cancellation of the Spring Equinox 
Festival. I still think that it is imperative that the knowledge 
that would have been delivered at the festival must still be delivered. 
Therefore I would appreciate it if I could have access to community 
meathers via your newsletter. 

October, November is the optimum time for planting of the 
Paulownia tree. We must act fast if we are to succeed in sustainable 
farming and timber production. Paulownia is a particularly good tree 
for agro-forestry, intercropping and can be fitted into an organic 
sustainable farming cycle. A 10-15 year rotation timber crop can 
be grown on a Lf x 4 spacing and still maintain annual understorey 
crop production. 

Besides the fact that leaves with flowers dcopose quickly 
raising soil humus, hence raising fertility. Paulownia also possess 
a deep tuber like root system usuaily with about 20' of the root 
system in the cultivated zone. 

For the Earth, 

Jeremy Wozniak, 
KING VALLEY TREE FARM. 

A&VQ 



LI TH 

'I R 
I.:B UILDER 

AR - 

Acl 

FORTHE * IAt1 r- 
--,, -. 

( i 

One of these two 
homes will actually 

save you money. 

*4 	'4 
This home has a 	This home 

variety of power sources 	is all Electric 
Going All Electric' has many Cost Saving Advantages and you pay only one bill for all your energy needs. 
LAUNDRY SAVINGS.., the latest twin element electric water heaters will give you all the hot water you need, day 
or night, at 1/3 the domestic cost, WORKSHOP SAVINGS electric tools make your jobs easier and quicker.  
BATHROOM SAVINGS... Electric hot water, Now as little as 1/3 domestic cost. Flow-control valve shower 
heads conserve water. KITCHEN SAVINGS... Electric hot water as little as 1/3 the domestic cost, and the 
cheapest way to wash dishes. An electric kettle or jug is still the most energy-efficient way to boil water. Modern 
refrigerators have Energy Efficiency lables. Microwave ovens reduce cooking costs by 1/3 yet retain all the 
foods nutritional value, LIVING ROOM SAVINGS... reverse-cycle air conditioners are 2-3 times more efficient 
than any other heater and don't emit noxious odors or pollutants. In summer they cool your house just as 
efficiently. BEDROOM SAVINGS... Electric oft- peak storage space heating, an extremely safe and efficient way 
of keeping the winter chill off. Winter nights are more pleasant with an energy efficient electric blanket. 

A Simple Guide 
To Building & 

( 	Renovating 

  

]r,H. 	Ir  
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You save more than energy 
For more information on saving energy with electricity, phone your 

with an all electric home. . 	a  
nearest N.R.E. office. Tweed Heads) 75) 54 2888 & 
Grafton (066)42 1844. 
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Under the Prescribed Payment.s 
System (PPS), if you are a house 
holder or an owner/ builder and 
expect to make payments of 
$10,000 or more for your private 
home renovation or construction 
project, you must notify the Tax 
Office. 

III! 

I 

To find out more, pick up the 
free (PPS) brochures from your 
local Tax Office. 

I . Ell. 

4 / \ 
1% 

ry tr Lifd 

Ifyou're spending 
S10,000 or more on building I 

or improving your home, $ 
you must tell the tax office. 

) 
0-0

I  

I 	I 
I 
I 	' 

II 

However, if you are an owner/ 
builder, you must also deduct 
tax from your payments to the 
contractors and send the tax 
deducted to the Tax Office. 
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'fl'kplioiie..................................................................................... 
Post this coupon to: Koppers (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box NISO, Grosvenor Place, Sydney 2000. 

You won't find a 

stronger pine pole. 
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For further information complete the 
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plaster core encased in a heavy plaster liner board. 
Hanging beam: The transverse beam supporting the ceiling 
joists. 
Head: The top transverse section of an opening. 
Herringbone strutting: Zig Zag arrangement of struts between 
major roof or floor structural timbers to prevent them twisting or 
tipping out of shape. 
Highlight (or clerestory window): A window above the roof of 
another part of the building, sometimes used to admit light or 
ventilation to inner rooms in houses or into the rear portion of large 
rooms. 
Hip roof: A roof roughly pyramidal in shape, with ends and sides 
inclined and each surface terminating at an inclined ridge or hip 
ratter. 
Hose cock: A tap with the outlet threaded on its lip, so that a 
garden hoseorwashing machine hose can be connected to it with 
a matching threaded coupling. 
Hydrated lime: Slaked lime (water added), dehydrated and 
ground into powder form. 
Hygrovents: Porous earthenware tubes inserted into walls to 
attract water, which then evaporates away through them. 
Inf ill panel: A panel or section used to till in an area or space 
between structural sections, e.g. timber panelling, decorative 
panels, brickwork or metal sheeting. 
Jambs: Vertical sides of an opening. 
Joists: The parallel timbers stretched on edge from wall to wall 
towhichtheflooror ceiling is fixed (they also act as structural ties). 
Lagging: Insulating covering for hot water pipes. 
Laminated timber: A built up timber member made from several 
timber sections glued together to increase its structural strength 
or to create a multi-grain or colour effect in benchtops etc. 
Lime (Calcium Oxide): Made from limestone or calcium carbon-
ate by burning, used in mortars, limewashes. 
Lintel: A horizontal load-bearing member spanning an opening. 
Louvres: Overlapping timber, glass or metal blades built into an 
adjustable frame or opening to ventilate, or control light penetra-
tion, whilst excluding rain. 
Manhole: An access opening in a ceiling, etc, to allow inspection 
of the roof structure, floor structure, plumbing or electrical wiring. 
Maisonette: A small sell-contained dwelling. 
Mitre joint: A corner joint made by bevelling complementary 
angles at the ends of two pieces of wood and joining them. 
Mullion: The vertical dividing unit in a window or door frame, or 
the dividing unit in the lower portion of a paneled door. 
Newell: The post supporting the stair flight into which the stringer 
or handrail are housed. 
Nogging: Intermediate trimming between structural members 
such as studs, joists, etc. 
Nosing: The internal sill finish of a window, or the leading edge 
of a stair tread. 
Pediment: Projecting triangular gable over an entrance, door or 
window; or torming the gable end of a roof. 
Pier and beam construction: Where the structure is carried on 
reinforced concrete beams supported on concrete piers. 
Pitch, roof: The ratio of height to the span of the root, e.g. a pitch 
of 1 in 4 means the roof rises through 1 metre in spanning a 4 
metre space. 
Plate: A horizontal timber structural member supported along its 
length (particularly one along the top of a masonry wall on which 
the ends of roof timbers are laid and fixed into place. 
Plate straps: The metal holding down straps built into external 
masonry walls to hold the plates in position. 
Pointing: The filling of joints in brickwork or masonry. 
Purlin, roof: A supporting or structural unit fixed at right angles 
to the roof wall. 
Raft slab: A concrete floor slab foundation designed with inter- 
grated edge and internal beams (where necessary) to support the 

full load of the structure above. 
Rafter: A structural member in the roof, sloping down from the 
roof ride to the eaves. 
Reactive foundations: Foundations in a soil generally contain-
ing clay, where a volume of change takes place as the water 
content decreases (causing shrinkage or heaving) which in turn 
can cause damage to building footings and structures built above 
unless they are specially strengthened. 
Render: A hardwall finish such as cement or plaster applied to 
brick or masonry walls. 
Ridge: The highest point in a roof, usually a horizontal line. 
Rise: The vertical distance between treads on a stairway. 
Riser: The vertical portion of a stairway under each step. 
Sarking: A waterproof membrane fixed under the roof covering; 
or boarding fixed to the lower end of rafters under the roof 
covering. 
Sash: The glazed frame forming part of a window. 
Sash or door style: The side framing members of a framed door. 
Scantlings: Sawn framing orstructural timbers, usually less than 
125mm in width. 
Screed: Layer of concrete or cement mortar used to even-off the 
floor before the laying oft 
Septic system: A sewerage disposal system, relying on bacterial 
action to break down the sewerage, incorporating a holding tank 
a liquefying tank and an effluent disposal line. 
Shakes: Small timber panels used as roof or wall cladding, which 
are split from specially sawn blocks. 
Shingles: Small sawn timber panels, used as roof or wall 
cladding; can also apply to a flat terracotta root tile, or small fibre 
reinforced cement panels used as rooting. 
Silt: The lower horizontal section of a window frame or opening. 
Silt flashing: The tray built in under the sill to prevent entry of 
moisture. 
Skillion: A roof sloping in one direction only with rafters pitching 
or leaning against the wall. 
Skirting (baseboard): Originally a wooden board, but now 
sometimes metal, plastic or tiles, set around the base of an 
interior wall to protect it from damage. 
Soffit: The lower face or under-surface of anything as, for 
example, the under-face of an arch, the under side of the eaves 
of a roof. 
Stopcock: An in-line tap used to control the flow along the line of 
a pipe, e.g. to the toilet cistern. 
Studs: The vertical structure units in timber or steel framing. 
Sub-floor: Any floor laid as a base for other floor finishes, e.g. 
concrete to be tiled. 
Suspended ceiling: False ceiling fitted beneath original to lower 
the height of a room or hide services such as pipework or ducts. 
Timber mouldings: Timber sections machined to decorative 
shapes, used to hold timber panelling in position, or to conceal 
gaps in joints between diUerent materials, e.g. between a plaster 
wall and a door frame. 
Transom: A horizontal member dividing window or door frame 
units at the fop of the frame. 
Transom light: A sash or light above a door or window, usually 
fixed. 
Tread: The top face of a step in a stairway or door opening. 
Truss: An engineered fabricated structural load-bearing unit 
spanning between supports, e.g. root truss or floor truss. 
Tuckpointing: A method of embellishing face brickworkor stone 
masonry by planting a projection joint of whde or coloured lime 
putty over the flush joints of the original mortar. 
Underpinning: A method of strengthening the foundations of a 
building after they have been damaged by reactive soil move-
ment, generally achieved by digging out underneath the existing 
foundations and inserting piers down to a better load-bearing 
level. 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK 

The current economic climate in Australia has resufted in more and more people looking at the possibility of owner-building. 
Owner-builders are people who undertake the construction or renovation of their own home by hiring sub-contractors to perform 
most or all of the construction steps required to build or renovate the house, whichever the case may be. 
This book will help you decide it owner-building is a suitable alternative for you as 4 sets out very simply, the correct building 
procedure. Ii does not attempt to verse the owner-builder in the intricacies of construction. Its purpose is to advise the owner-
builder on how to go about construction by using licensed contractors. 
It is quite possible that with the necessary knowledge of the construction procedure, determination and the use of licensed 
contractors and qualy materials, you could make very substantial savings in the construction or renovation of your home. 

MUM] 
Us] n', 
AIBS 

The Australian Institute of Building Surveyors (N.S.W. chapter) isa professional body which represents Building Surveyors. AIBS 
supports the concept and technical content of this publication. Readers are encouraged louse this publication for guidance when 
considering building or during construction, and to consult their Local GovernmentBuilding Surveyor for further advice or 
assistance, 
AIBS 
P0 Box 97 
Camperdown N.S.W. 2050 

Richmond Valley 32 	 Richmond Valtey 1 
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WHAT IS AN OWNER-BUILDER? 
There are two separate aspects of owner-building: - 

SUB-CONTRACTING WITH BUILDERS OR TRADE CON-
TRACTORS 
This is where the owner-builder undertakes to hire and supervise 
sub-contractors in the total construction. The owner-builder does 
not involve him or herself in the physical aspect of the construc-
tion, but acts in a supervisory capacity only. 

EMPLOYING BUILDERS OR TRADE CONTRACTORS 
This is where the owner-builder is involved to a much greater 
extent in the construction, by minimal use of sub-contractors. The 
owner-builder in this case will provide a great deal of the labour 
content of the job and only utilise sub-contractors for specialised 
work which he or she cannot undertake. 
It is valty important that you - as the owner-builder - carefully 
weigh up the two methods. 
There are a number of factors which should determine the 
method you choose in becoming an owner-builder; physical 
ffiness, the availability of time and general abily, these must all 
be considered. All three should be rationalised and realistically 
appraised, as keenness to get involved can lead to disaster. 
Generally speaking, the more novices involve themselves in the 
project the longer the construction will take and what appear lobe 
cost saving measures, can result in a botched job of nightmarish 
proportions. 
It is our belief that the best method, is where the owner-builder 
utilises the services of licensed contractors almost entirely, only 
involving themselves in the financing, purchasing of land, selec-
tion of a plan and perhaps some of the labouring or very simple 
tasks. 

FUNCTIONS OF AN OWNER-BUILDER 
The prime requisite of being an owner-builder is to be a good 
organiser —organisation is the key to successful conclusion of 
the project. Time is a crucial aspect in owner-building, the owner-
builder will have to organise a schedule which allows the job to be 
completed in the time span allowed. This may mean, after-hours 
overseeing or participation in the project, or arranging the major 
construction work to coincide wh holidays, or even taking ex-
tended holidays. 
Being a decision maker is important. An owner-builder will need 
to decide on the land, the plans and negotiate with tradesmen as 
amicably as possible to get the best and most economic result. 
These are just a tew of the discussions in which you must be 
involved. 
Financing an owner-built home is not as easy as a custom or spec 
built home, but here again good organisation will assist, (see 
Financing Section). Another vital aspect is accounting procedure. 
An owner-builder must ensure that all records, arrangements for 
payment to suppliers and contractors are met, payments to the 
various government departments for the long service levy and 
prescribed payment system are made, and of course make sure 
all relevant insurances are effected. These are just part of the 
accountin9 aspects of being an owner-builder. 
Good public relations are important, the owner-builder must have 
good relationships with council and its Health & Building Survey-
ors, tradesmen, manufacturers and suppliers, neighbours, and 
very importantly, within the family. 

ADVANTAGES OF OWNER-BUILDING 
The primary advantage of owner-building is that with good 
organisation, savings on the costs of a spec or custom built home 
are possible. Another advantage is that a larger or better home 
may be achieved. These two aspects also apply if major exten-
sions or renovations are being undertaken. There is also consid-
erable self-satistaction achieved on successful completion. 

grandparents time. Electricity has, in effect, given us the oppor-
tunity to spend more time with our families or doing the things that 
we want to do. 
Electricity, just where would we be without it? 

GLOSSARY OF HOUSING TERMS 
To help the owner builder get to knowthe names and terms of the 
major items of the structure and finish, a selection of the most 
commonly used terms is included in the following glossary for 
your guidance. 
Aggregate: Blue metal added to cement, as a concrete. 
Ant caps: A metal cap or strips pfaced on supporting piers or built 
into walls below ground floor level to retard the entry of termites 
into timber portion of the structure. 
Apron flashing: Pieces of galvanised iron, lead or other imper-
vious material used to prevent the penetration of water where two 
surfaces join, e.g. roof and parapet or chimney. 
Architrave: A separate moulding fixed as a surround to a door or 
window opening. 
Astragal: Strapping retaining downpipes 
Awning window: Window where sashes open out horizontally 
on friction stays not hinges. 
Balustrade: Collective name to the whole infilling from handrail 
down to floor level at the edge of a stair 
Barge board: Fascia board fixed to racking face of gable at the 
roof line (verge). 
Barge capping: The timber or metal cap between the top of the 
barge and the roof surface. 
Bearer: A sub-floor timber supporting the floor joists. 
Bi-fold doors: A door consisting of a number of hinged flaps 
folding at one or both sides of a door opening. 
Birdsmouth: A recess cut into a roof rafter to accommodate the 
wall plate. 
Box gutter: A roof guttering which is not on the exterior edge of 
the roof. 
Brick ties: Gatvanised steel wire (or plastic) ties buift into brick 
walls at re9ular intervals to link internal and external portions of 
a cavity brick wall. 
Brick tor: Galvanised wire or mesh reinforcement in the mortar 
joints or brickwork to add strength. 
Butt hinges: Hinges which have square or rectangular flaps 
pivoting on a central pin. 
Casement window: A type of window with one or more sashes 
hinged vertically to the frame. 
Cathedral ceiting: Where the ceiling follows the fine of the roof 
timbers left exposed. 
Cavity wall: Double brick wall with air space between for vent 
lation and protection against moisture. 
Ceiling: The top or overhead portion of a room or building. 
Ceiling joist: The structuraf member spanning the room to 
support the ceiling lining which also ties the roof to the rest of the 
structure at plate level. 
Clouts: Ffat-headedgalvanised, copperoraluminium nails used 
to fix sheet materials or metal fixings. 
Coach screws: Heavy-duty fixing screws with square or hexago-
nal heads requiring a spanner to fit in place. 
Collar tie: A coupling horizontal roof unit fixed to two opposite 
roof rafters to prevent roof spread ordetfection at the rafter centre. 
Construction joint: A joint provided in structures to allow for 
movement in the structure due to expansion and contraction. 
Contact adhesive: Adhesive used where both surfaces are 
eventually covered, to provide posftive fixing on contact, e.g. 
laminates to benchtops. 
Compressed fibre cement sheet: An extra high density sheet-
ing made from cement fibre, used for sub-floor in wet areas of the 
house such as bathrooms. 
Cornice: Ornamental moulding used as a finish between ceiling 

and wall or column. 
Cut and fill: The method often used to provide a level area on a 
sloping site, where part of the sloping surface is cut away and 
used to provide fill on the portion of the slope immediately below 
•rt. 
Dampcourse: A waterproof membrane buift into brickwork and 
masonry, or in situation where rising damp could occur (usualfy 
bitumen coated aluminium, pvc, copper or lead). 
Door furniture: All fittings on the door except the hinges. 
Door head: The section that spans the top of the door opening. 
Door jambs: The vertical sides of the door opening. 
Doors, hollow core: Flush panel doors with either a hollow core 
or a core filled with light honey combed kraft paper. 
Double hung window: A window where two sashes fill the 
opening, and both are vertically sliding, balanced by cords and 
weights, springs or balances. 
Drip groove: A weathering groove or recess on the underside of 
soffit to retard the penetration of windblown water into a building. 
Dutch gable roof: A mainly pyramid shaped roof with the top 
portion shaped to include a triangular shaped gable portion. 
Eaves soffit: The underside or horizontal section of the eaves. 
Efflorescence: The formation of a powdery deposit of water 
soluble salts on the surface of a wall, washed out by rain from the 
mortar between bricks. 
Effluent: The liquid discharge from sewerage or septic systems. 
Electrical earth: A safety circuit built into the electrical system, 
which is intended to save life, so that any fault in wiring will then 
cause electric current to flow to earth, usually a wire connected to 
the water pipe at the first point of entry into the house, which 
should never be left disconnected. 
Escutcheon plate: A plate surrounding or covering a keyhole. 
Expanded metal: Metal sheet or strip stamped then drawn out to 
form a mesh, used as gratings or for ornamental applications. 
Extruded sections: Any metal or plastic component shaped by 
being forced through a die, e.g. the sections used to make up 
aluminium doors and windows, tubes etc. 
Fibreboard: A panel formed by compressing fibre into low, 
medium of high density building board. 
Fibrous plaster: Gypsum plaster cast in sheets, which is rein-
forced with sisal or fibreglass fibres. 
Finial: Decorative linish at the top of a gable. 
Fitments: All items built in or provided as part of the building, e.g. 
stove, bath, hot water service. 
Fixtures: Any built-in item actually fixed in position, e.g. kftchen 
cupboards, linen or storage cupboards. 
Flashings: Pieces of galvanised iron, lead or other impervious 
material used in many parts of a house to prevent the penetration 
of moisture. 
Floor framing: The structural timbers supporting the floor itself. 
Footing: The construction whereby the weight of the structure is 
transferred from the base structure to the foundation. 
Foundation: That portion of the land on which the structure is 
supported. 
Frieze: Band of plaster, paper or other material placed horizon-
tally around the tour walls of a room. Or part of the wall of a room 
above the picture rail. 
Gable: The friangular portion of the end wall of a house formed 
by continuing the wall up from eaves level to meet the sloping roof 
profile. 
Glazing bar: Moufdings\used inglazed door or window as a 
division between small panels of glass. 
Going (or projected stair tread): The width of a stair tread 
exclusive of any projection or nosings. 
GPO: General purpose outlet, or electric power point. 
Grout: Thin fluid mortar for filling of joints or cracks, e.g. in 
brickwork, wall or floor tiles, concrete. 
Gypsum plasterboard: A lining board compressed ofagypsum 
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TELECOM 
Call Telecom early and they can share the trench used by other 
utilities for the telephone cable from the street to the house. This 
could reduce costs, particularly if the house is more than 30 
metres from the property boundary. Telecom internal wiring upto 
the first point is free, and wiring installed during the construction 
means no unsightly exposed wiring later. 
If additional telephone points are required, the installation cost is 
determined by the amount of time taken to complete the work. II 
makes sense then to have additional points wired before internal 
linings are installed. Telecom also has phones available for sale 
or rent. Call the number of your Telecom office, shown on page 
30 for further details. 

THE ALL ELECTRIC HOME IS ENERGY 
EFFICIENT 
For some time now, the efficiency of electricity and electrical 
appliances have more or less been taken for granted. However, 
a recent analysis by Dr. Robert Bartels from the University of 
Sydneys Department of Econometrics has confirmed that all 
electric households use less energy than those homes with gas 
and electricity. 
In his report, Dr. Bartels states that "when gas and electric'y are 
added together (in those dual fuel households), however, gas 
users consume almost 9000 MJ more energy than non-gas 
households." 
The main reason for this increased use of energy is that gas 
appliances are not energy efficient. Two thirds of all the gas that 
is used in a stove, hot water system or heater is wasted as 
exhaust fumes and that 's literally throwing money away. 
According to Bartels, the end-use contributions to total electricity 
and gas consumption for residential users were estimated as:-
Water Heating: 
Gas - Accounted for 55% of all gas used in the home. 
Electric - Accounted for 220% of all electricity used in the home. 
Heating: 
Gas - Accounted for another 24% of all gas used in the home. 
Electric - Only used 9% of all electricity used in the home. 
Cooking: 
Gas - Used 21% of total gas consumed in the home. 
Electric - Consumed 10% of all electricity used. 
The case for electricity has always been its ability to easily convert 
energy to operate a variety of labour saving devices. Recent 
advances in manufacturing techniques and soiid state technol-
ogy have meant that electrical appliances now perform the same 
old chores just as effectively, but with greater energy efficiency. 
Apart from reducing your electricity consumption and subse-
quently your electricity account, greater use of energy efficient 
electrical appliances also means that a valuable resource, en-
ergy, is being used wisely. 
In the kitchen, the introduction of the microwave oven has 
revolutionised cooking. In addition to saving time, energy and the 
patience of the home person. cooking with microwave ovens 
retains up to 90%  of the foods nutritional value. The microwave 
ovens faster and more efficient operation actually saves around 
70% of the energy normally used for cooking purposes. Other 
benefits of using this versatile appliance are:- 

No heat in the kitchen; 
No steamy vapours; 
No messy saucepans to scrub; and 
A hygienic and safe way to defrost frozen foodstuffs. 

Traditional electric ranges, cooktops and ovens have also under-
gone an amazing transformation in recent years. The availability 
of these appliances in a wide range of designer colours, finishes 
and cooking surfaces make them an attractive addition to any 
kitchen. 
Electric cooktops combine economy of operation low cost, ease 
of care and are deaner to use than comparable gas units. Tests 

haveshown that, contary to popular belief, most electric cooktops 
are just as quick as gas appliances and far more energy efficient. 
Two of the units tested, the halogen and induction hotplates are 
at the leading edge of high technology application in the kitchen. 
Halogen hotplates cook with light and use Tungsten Halogen 
lamps to produce heat. These lamps are similar to the heat lamps 
used in the warming cabinets in fakeaway food shops. Heat 
generated by the lamp is instantaneous and is transferred lathe 
cooking vessel through a smooth ceramic cooktop. 
Switch on a Halogen hotptate and it tights up immediately. 
Response to changes in heat settings is speedy, providing 
smooth, precise control from fast boil, to the gentlest of simmers. 
For the technically minded, the lamps operate at the high fre-
quency end of the heat spectrum, allowing good heat penetration 
with little waste. This is a highly efficient cooking appliance. 
Induction Hotplates 
Induction hotplates use magneticenergy to generate heat directly 
in the base of suitable cookware - if a magnet will stick to a pot 
or pan, rI is suitable. 
The cookware actually does the cooking while the ceramic 
cooktop surface of the hotplate stays cooler and safer for inquisi-
tive little fingers. When the hofplate is switched on, heat is 
generated. When it is switched off, heat generation ceases 
instantly. Slide controls allow infinit elyvariable temperature ranges 
with immediate response. The induction cooktop, faster than gas 
and the ultimate in energy efficiency. 
Electric Hot Water 
Electric water heaters have a number of advantages for existing 
and new home owners. Electric systems can be located almost 
anywhere, inside or out, they are cheaper to purchase and don't 
require ventilation or expensive flues, the outer casing remains 
cool during operation and the householder doesn't have the worry 
of gas leaks it the pilot flame goes out. 
The combination of large mains pressure storage units and 
N.R.E.'s low cost Off Peak 1 Tariff means that you get more hot 
waler for your energy dollar. 
An electric water heater is more energy efficient than gas systems 
because the heating element is immersed directly in the water. 
Consequently, electric units are cleaner, odourless and quiet. 
They don't require regular maintenance nor do they produce any 
by products of combustion. 
Climatising 
Only electricity can provide the modern household of today with 
an appliance that allows the owner to control the climate in their 
own home all year round. 
Reverse cycle air conditioning may be luxury, but they are not an 
extravagance. For approximately the price of a refrigerator and 
around 15 cents per hour, your tamily can enjoy a comfortable 
living environment regardless of the weather conditions outside. 
Reverse cycle air conditioning units are a boon for allergy 
sufferers and asthmatics. With no pilot flames, burner mainte-
nance, fuel leaks or noxious fume emissions an air conditioner 
can be located in any room in the home, even in the baby's 
nursery. 
Like all electrically operated heaters, the air conditioner has no 
flame or build-up of combustion deposits on furnishings and 
fittings and is highly eflicient. In fact, a reverse cycle air condi-
tioner can be three times more efficient than an electric radiator 
or gas heater. 
In addition, a reverse cycle air conditioner in the cooling cycle 
controls humidity in the home, expelling excess moisture (and 
possible mould and mildew build-up) as well as filtering dust and 
pollen from the air. 
Reverse cycle air conditioners are simple to operate and are a 
desirable capital improvement that adds value to the family home. 
Electricity is the most versatile of energy forms presently avail-
able in the home. Since its first commercial introduction just 100 
years ago, electricity and electrical appliances have helped 
relieve us of many of the tedious chores commonplace in our 

DISADVANTAGES 
The main disadvantage is inconvenience. The owner-builder will 
have to disrupt the lifestyle of the whole family, have less leisure 
time, and of course be prepared to get in and help in those tasks 
that are within their capabilities. Bad planning and organisation, 
attempting to do-it-yourself when not capable, lack of time con-
trol, failing to keep proper records, will all result in ajob going very 
wrong, which of course will result in additional time and substan-
tial cost. 
The following pages deal with the official requirementsof being an 
owner-builder/renovator. It is essential that you fully understand 
these pages. 

WHAT THE INTENDING OWNER BUILDER 
NEEDS TO KNOW 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS FROM THE BUILDING 
SERVICES CORPORATION (BSC) 
It you are undertaking building work on your home as an owner 
builder and the market value of the labour and materials exceeds 
$3,000 and the work requires approval from your local Council, 
then you must obtain an owner builder permit from the BSC 
before commencing the work. Your local Council will require you 
to produce the permit before it will release its building approval br 
the work. 
It is important that you read the information contained in this book 
so that you fully understand your rights and obligations as an 
owner builder. 
WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO BECOME AN OWNER-
BUILD ER 
You must own or have a share in the ownership at the land upon 
which the building work is to be carried out. 

You must live in, or use the completed buildinq work yourself. 
WHAT WORK CAN YOU DO A AN OWNE1 BUILDER 
An owner builder may only build oralteror add toasingle dwelling 
or a dual occupancy (a two unit dwelling where each unit is a 
separate dwelling). The Building Services Corporation Act does 
not allow owner builder permits to be issued for other types of 
residential building work e.g. multiple flats or home units. 
You cannot obtain more than one owner builder permit within 5 
years unless you are building on or improving the same property 
or unless you demonstrate special circumstances. Each case is 
considered on its merits. 
HOW TO OBTAIN AN OWNER BUILDER PERMIT 
Applications for Owner Builder Permits are available from the 
Corporation's offices. Fill in the application form and return it to 
the Corporation together with - 

Proof of ownership of the land on which the owner builder 
work is to be undertaken (copy of rate notice or certificate of 
title). 

A copy of the plans submitted to council (these will be 
returned to you). 

The permit fee of $30. 
The relevant insurance premium (if applicable). 

You may lodge your application by mail, or in person, at any of the 
Corporation's Area Oices. 
APPROVALS NEEDED 
You obtain approval from your local council for most building 
work. (Check with your Council Health and Building Department 
if you are in doubt). The Council will not release your plans and 
specifications unless you produce your Owner Builder Permit. 
Approval from your local wafer authority and Electricity County 
Council is required for those works over which they have control. 
An Owner Builder Permit does not allow you to carry out 
electrical, plumbing, gasfitting or drainage work. This work 
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must be done by an appropriately licensed contractor. 
WARNINGS 
• Do not accept the advice of an unlicensed person to obtain an 
Owner Builder Permit and then engage that person to do all the 
work. They will be breaking the law and you will not receive any 
protection under BSC Insurance. 
• You should obtain professional adviceon insurance to coverany 
damage caused to your property, adjoining properties, public 
liability, Workcover etc. 
• Many owner builders gain great satisfaction from Iheir own 
efforts. However, there are several matters which you should 
consider before embarking on an owner builder project. 

• Some people choose to be an owner builder, primarilyto save 
money. However, the assumed savings are not always 
achieved. For example: 
- individuals cannot always oblain the savings on materials 
available to people in industry 
- inexperience in project co-ordination can lead to loss or 
damage to building materials or costly duplication. 
• A high level of project management skill is necessary, for 
example: 
- malerials need lobe ordered and delivered at the right time 
—contractors need to beco-ordinated to doworkin the correct 
sequence 
—there may be the need to vigorously negotiate with suppliers 
or contractors where there are delivery delays or detective 
work. 

This skill is usually only acquired after extensive experience. 
Technical judgements at critical stages of the project have to be 

made. This will require a technical grasp of the work done and its 
quality. 

OM HELPFUL ADVICE 
You should plan out your building project. A Building Schedule 
(bar chart) listing all activities and a time-frame for completion of 
each activy will assist you in this regard. A Building Schedule 
appears elsewhere in this publication and is for a three bedroom 
brick-veneer house. Please note that it does not utilise Saturdays 
and Sundays. 
It would be impossible to prepare a schedule to suit all owner 
builder/renovators, as each individual circumstance varies. 
A number of organisat ions, including Building Information Centres, 
conduct worthwhile owner builder courses. Your attendance at 
one of these courses could greatly assist you in achieving the 
satisfactory completion of your project. 
EMPLOYING CONTRACTORS 
All contractors in the residerilial building industry must be li-
censed with the Corporation. Each contractor is issued with a 
Gold Contractor Licence Card which clearly shows the type of 
work they are aulhorised to carry out and the expiry date of the 
licence. 
To ensure that you are covered by BSC Insurance you must enter 
into contracts with licensed contractors. 
If you choose to engage a licensed contractor as an employee 
you will not be covered by BSC Insurance. In this instance, the 
owner builder is solely and entirely responsible for the work. 
If you employ persons to carry out building work rather than 
engage them as contractor, they must be an employee in the 
proper sense, that is, you must pay full wages, deduct tax and pay 
full workers compensation, and the employee must be subject to 
your direction and control in all matters. 
II you are unsure as to whether a person is an employee or a 
contractor, see your solicitor. 
CHOOSING CONTRACTORS 
Firsl ensure that the contractor holds a Gold Contractor Licence 
Card issued by the Corporation authorising the type of work you 
want carried out. 
Before you accept any quotes for work on your pro'ect, ask 
contractors for I he addresses of other recent jobs simi ar to Ihe 
one you are inlending to do. 

Check them out and, in particular, ask the owners: 
• Did the contractor do a good job? 
• Was the work completed on time? 
• Were the right materials used? 
• Did they have any difficulty in contacting the contractor and 
discussing the work being done? 
• If the final account was higher then the quote, was a 
satisfactory explanation given? 

WHEN ENTERING A CONTRACT 
When you have chosen a contractor to carry out a particular part 
of the work, remember that the overall control and co-ordination 
of the project is your responsibility. 
Make sure that the contract: 

• is in writing 
• is entered into by the same person or company as named on 
the gold licence 
• is signed by both parties. 

Any changes to the contract should be in wring and be signed by 
both parties. Variations to the wording of a contract shcud be 
initialled by both parties. 
Following this general advice will assist you in clarifying matters 
should a dispute arise. 
KEEP RECORDS OF CONTRACTS 
It is important that you retain all documentation relating to 
contracts entered into by you in case it becomes necessary for 
you to seek the assistance of the BSC. 
HOW MUCH DEPOSIT 
The Building Services Corporation Act makes it illegal for a 
contractor to require a deposit of more than 10 percent for jobs up 
to $20000 in value and 5 percent for those over that amount. 
IF A PROBLEM ARISES 
The tirst thing to do is lalk to your contractor about your concerns. 
This may resolve the problem. II this fails you should put your 
complaint in writing to the contractor clearly identifying your 
concerns. 
If the problem is not resolved you can lodge a formal complaint 
with the BSC. But, before doing this you should contact our 
Consumer Advice Service on (02) 959 1444 or 008 45 1258 (loll 
free) at anytime during business hours and discuss yourproblem. 
This service may be able to assist in quickly resolving the matter. 
In the event that both your approach and the Corporation's official 
intervention fail to solve yourproblem you can lodge a claim under 
BSC Insurance. 
BSC INSURANCE 
Prior to 21 March 1990 owner builder permit holders had no 
recourse to insurance when defective and/or incomplete work 
was carried out on their behalf by a licensed contractor and that 
contractor was unable or unwilling to remedy the matter. Subse-
quent owners also very rarely had recourse to insurance when 
they purchased owner-built work and problems subsequently 
arose. 
The majority of owner builder permil holders are now required to 
pay an insurance premium based on the estimated market value 
of the work. For this, the owner builder receives protection 
under BSC Insurance and if the owner builder subsequently 
sells the property, the new owner also receives protection. 
COMPULSORY INSURANCE 
If you are undertaking owner builder work which consists of: 

• the construction of a home 
• alterations or additions to a home (not an outbuilding or any 
other woi-fc detached from the home) 
• the construction of an in-ground pool 
• any owner builder work which includes at least one of the 
above aspects (for example, if you intend to add to your home 
and also construct a detached garage) 

then you are required to pay an insurance premium eitherat the 
time of making application for your owner builder permit or prior 
to lodging the application. This premium is additional to your 
permit application fee. The scale of premiums is shown below. 

toward the house or under it. 
It may be necessary to build spoon drains which discharge into 
the storm water drainage system. Drainage of this type, i.e. 
surface water, is not permitted to flow into sewerage drains. 
FINISH UP 
Garage doors and various other fitmenls including shower screens, 
mirrors, flyscreens, security doors etc., should now be given a 
thorough clean up. 

BUILDING SCHEDULE 
We have emphasised the need torthe owner-builder to be a good 
organiser, and by making up a realistic construction schedule or 
sequence you will be able to obtain the maximum output from 
your sub-conlractors. 
This book's construction sequence deals with the most common 
of home building in the country viz, timber frame, brick veneer 
house. It should be pointed out that there is, however, more 
variety available e.g. kh houses, earth brick homes, solar houses, 
dome houses, pole houses etc., and should you choose 10 build 
any of the more unconventional form of house, you will need to 
revise the construclion sequence. Again, while timber framed 
houses are the most popular a relatively recent innovation is the 
steel framed house. 
Each of the sub-contractors periorm different functions at a 
certain stage in the overall construction of a house, by carefully 
planning in consultation with sub-contractors you will be able to 
estimate the time necessary on each particular stage olconsfruc-
tion. 
When you have completed your schedule, check with each of the 
sub-contractors to make certain they are satisfied with the time 
allotted for their particular involvement in the conslruction. 
Remember, Ihere are many variables when building a house. 
Sub-contractors may not turn up at their allotted time, or certain 
jobs can take longer, or even completed sooner. Therefore it is 
important to be flexible, making allowances for the unexpected. 
We have stressed the importance of utilising the services of 
qualified, highly skilled sub-contractors in the construction, and 
as such they will have other commitments. When preparing your 
schedule find out from each, how much lead-time is required and 
make the necessary allowances in your schedule wherever 
possible. 
A well-planned construction schedule is a vital part of successful 
owner building. 
Today professional builders very rarely employ permanent trades-
men and in fact act in a supervisory capacity, much in the way an 
owner-builder/renovator has to operate. Because building is their 
profession, they are very proficient and can achieve the targets 
in construclion they sel Ihemselves. 
The owner-builder/renovator needs to apply the same methods 
as near as possible to those of the professional builder, but in 
most cases will take far longer. Accordingly we have prepared a 
building schedule which would be similar to that ulilised by a 
professional builder. 
This schedule appears elsewhere in this publication and is for a 
three bedroom brick-veneer house. Please note that it does not 
utilise Saturdays and Sundays. 
It would be impossible for us to prepare a schedule 10 suft owner-
builder/renovators, as each individual circumstance varies. 

SAVING MONEY WITH SOLAR ENERGY 
Solar energy has been used to heat water in Australian homes for 
more than 30 years. In that time, every major technological 
breakthrough has been made by Solarhart. 
The innovative manufacturer's latest development is an exclu-
sive "jacketed" system which offers substantial benefits to house-
holders in hard water or frostprone areas. 
In a conventional solar hot water system, the water circulates 

through six small pipes in each collector panel, absorbing heat 
before being fed into the storage tank. In the new Solarharl 
syslem a special "Hartgard Iluid is sealed in a closed circuit, 
formed by the solar collector panels connected to a jacket, or 
chamber, surrounding the storage tank. 
The Iluid in the panels is healed by the sun and circulates nalurally 
around the jackel, transferring heat to the water stored in the tank. 
Efficiency is enhanced by the innovative design of the "Multif low" 
collector panels which each incorporate 35 channels, putting 
more fluid in direct contact with solar radiation. 
This unique closed-circuit system eliminates iurring on calcifi-
cation within the collector panels which can be caused by hard 
water. This considerably extends the life of the unit. 
Because the "Hartgard" fluid has an extremely low freezing point, 
the system is completely protected from the possibility of frost 
freeze. 
Local distributor, Gary Lowbridge, says that the new 300JK series 
system incorporates a new high-efficiency Black Chrome Multi-
Ilow collector proven lobe over 20% more elticient than any other 
available. 
This exclusive process is in many ways as important a break-

through as the closed circuit system. 
"At the heighl of summer, collector efficiency is not a key factor, 
because far more solar energy is available than is needed to heat 
a 300 litre lank. 
it's at those times of the year when the sunshine is only 
intermittent that efficiency becomes critical. 
"The extra 20% efficiency offered by our new product means that 
waler is reheated faster in winter and greater overall savings are 
possible", he said. 
The 300JD system is ideally suited for conneclion to existing solid 
fuel water heating providing hot water in summerwithoul the need 
to heat up the home. 
inlerestingly, the typical annual consumption of the electric 
booster in the 300JK model roughly equates to the year-round 
running cost of the pilot light on a conventional gas water heater", 
says Gary Lowbridge. 
"When compared with the running costs of an electric hot water 
storage system operating on continuous tariff, the Solarhart 
300JK system will pay for itself in just a few years. 
"The low cost of operating the Solarhart unit will then represent a 
straight cash saving every year", according to Mr. Lowbridge. 

THE POLE FRAME HOUSE 
In areas where the danger of land-slip exist or the block of land 
is steep, an alternative for the owner builder is the pole frame 
house. 
This system consists of hea' vertical timber poles which are 
sunk into the ground and run to the roof. Other timbers are bolted 
to them to form a supporting frame for the floors, roof and walls. 
Because the poles are the only part of the frame in contact with 
the ground the pole-frame house is less likely to suffer land-slips. 
Pole-frame houses are also extremely suitable for sleep, rocky or 
uneven sues, requiring a great deal of levelling, the cost of which 
can be considerable. 
There are several factors which the pole frame house gives in 
great flexibilily and design. 

Not having to level the block no matter how steep. 
Walls not having to carry the load of the building. 
Roof beams can be bolted at any height or angle to the 
vertical central poles. 
WaIls can be positioned at will. 
Roofs can be set at any angle. 

While most pole frame houses in N.S.W. have been built in 
timber, the system is suitable for brick with concrete fittings as 
well as other materials such as mud bricks. If cent emplating this 
system it is advisable to ulifise the services of an architect to draw 
up the plans and supervise conslruction, 
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WET AREA FLASHING 
After the wall framing and roofing has been completed, prepare 
the wet area surfaces by removing all debris including mortar 
deposits. Flashing is to be fixed to all internal angles formed 
between the floor and the walls. Use a waterproof flashing ma-
terial, which is tlethle enough to allow for normal movements in 
timber framed structures and still being tough enough to resist 
any damage which might occur during installation of the floor 
surfacing material. The flashing material should also be compat 
ible for bonding with epoxy adhesive. 
WALL & FLOOR TILING 
Check to see that joints and junctions are water tight in and 
around the showers and bath. Leakage from these areas could 
mean costly damage, structurally and superficially so ensure all 
is waterproof. 
Joints must be straight and even. Make certain the tiler is using 
a high quaIy adhesive and it is being used as specitied by the 
manutacturer. 
The grouting to the joints must be pushed in and finished oft 
neatly. An additive to the grout will help prevent it flaking or falling 
out. 
PAINTER 
A close scrutiny of all rooms cupboards is essential prior to 
painting. Imperfection on the surfaces of walls and ceilings 
should be corrected, nail holes filled and sanded off, no unsightly 
splintering or grooves should be seen in the mouldings and finally 
make sure all is securely fixed, ready for the painter. 
Don't stint on the quality of the paint - is advisable to use a 
washable paint on the walls. 
While appearance is the most important factor ensure that the 
paint is applied to the manufacturers specifications. 
The paintwork should be flat and even with a minimum of brush 
or roller marks. Painters should always be using drop sheets to 
prevent spillages on expensive ftings and brickwork. 

PLUMBER - FINAL 
The plumber will complete the plumbing by fitting wastes to the 
basins, sink tubs, showers etc. Taps will be fixed, hot waler 
service connected, I it toilet suites and if necessary install the 
dishwasher. 
Ensure that down pipes are fitted neatly and the sewer is 
connected. The storm water drains should be connected and 
inspected by council. 
Where gas is to be used, is important that you contact you local 
gas authority to discuss both the installation and types of appli-
ances available. If a mains gas supply is unavailable in your area, 
bottled gas may still be a viable Iinancial alternative, especially 
for cookinq and heating. 
ELECTRICIAN - FINAL 
The fixing of switches, instaltation of power points, wiring of fans, 
stoves, hot water system, range hood, waste disposal unit and 
room heaters should be completed 
The electricians work will be inspected by the appropriate author -
y betore the supply is connected. 

TERMITE TREATMENT (PART B) 
Your licensed pest controller will iniate Part B of the soil 
treatment for buildings under construction at this stage. You are 
reminded that your building is not completely protected until the 
second part of the treatment is carried out. 
LANDSCAPING 
Landscaping can be undertaken at this stage. Take care not to 
disturb the terme barrier. 
Choice of paving usually falls into two categories, concrete or tile. 
The most widely used is concrete which is inexpensive and 
practical. It some areas it will need reinforcing particularly where 
driveways are concerned. Steel reinforcing is not expensive and 
will help prevent cracking, especially in areas where vehicular 
traffic may occur. 
Paving must provide a tall to ensure that water will not run back 

Beautiful homes askforStegbar. 
Whether renovating or building - picture these in your home. 

The Australian Design Award Winning cedar and aluminium windows and doors. 
Specified by builders and architects for over 40 years. 

jJ Wet-seal Australiag 
introduces the superior water proofing system 

for wet areas 
in Houses 	 - - - 

- 

& Buildings 
Shower Recesses 	 - - G 

uaca 
Ensuites 	 \ 	sg i'd mateH 

Laundries & Toilets 	
datio 

Window Boxes 	
pS 	 -ns 0fld 

Roof s 	 \ 
Indoor Gardens 	 ac 

Patios 	
dZ tj 

Public Toilets and 
Showers etc 

P.O. Box 798, Ballina 2478 
Phone Paul Toms - (066) 87 8471 
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. Kitchen Cupboards 

I I 
• Mouldings 
• G lass 

I 
I 

X- 

I and 
• Aluminium Windows 

Doors 
• Fly Screens and 

Security Screens 
• Aluminium Awnings 

I 
• Builders Hardware 
• Mirror Wardrobe 

Doors 
• Fishing Tackle 

79 Dyraaba Street, Casino 2470 

Phone Fax 

62 2833 - 62 2667 
A/hrs 62 1074 

Hosie, Haggerty 
& Associates 

Consulting Surveyors 
I-louse Set-outs 

• Boundaries Marked 
• Levels 
• Identification Surveys 
• Subdivisions 
• Strata Title Subdivision 
• Road, Drainage & 

Sewer Design 

95 Molesworth St., Lismore 2480 
(066) 212424 - (066) 214246 

149 Barker St., Casino 2470 
(066) 62 2644 

A permit will not be issued by the BSC unless the required 
insurance premium has been paid. 
You will receive protection under the BSC Special Insurance 
Scheme for each contract you enter into with an appropriately 
licensed person to carry out part of the owner builder work. 
Protection will 

be 
 provided for each contract up to $5000 for a 

period of 3 years from the date of issue of the permit. A 
subsequent owner will also receive protection. 
Further details of coverage are provided in this book. 

PREMIUM PAYABLE 
Single dwelling 
Estimated Market Premium 
Value of Labour 
and Materials 
$3001 to $10000 $75 
$10,001 to $20,000 $100 
Over $20,000 $200 

DUAL OCCUPANY 
Step 1 Divide Total Estimated Cost bytwo to obtain the a'iorage 
cost. 
Step 2 Use the average cost to determine the premium payable 
for one unit of building work from the above table then multiply by 
two. 
e.g. A dual occupancy residence with an estimated cost of 
$130,000. Average cost per unit is $65,000. Premium payable on 
one unit is $200. Total premium payable is $400. 
Work other than on a single dwelling or dual occupancy cannot be 
undertaken by an owner builder. 
NOTE: Premium Payable correct at time of publication, may be 
subject to change. 
INSURANCE PROTECTION - NO PREMIUM REQUIRED 
If you are undertaking owner builder work which is not of a type 
requiring payment of a compulsory premium, such as a separate 
garage, brick fence or other detached structure, you will still 
receive protection under the BSC Special Insurance Scheme. No 
premium is payable for this cover. 
The protection is provided for each contract up to $5,000 for a 
period of 12 months from the date of issue of the permit. 
INSURANCE YOU Cl-lOOSE TO TAKE OUT 
You may, at your option, extend the period of coverage provided 
for work not covered by compulsory insurance by paying a 
premium. If you elect to take up this option, the premium payable 
would be the same as that payable in a situation where compul-
sory insurance applies. 
If you exercise this option, you will receive protection under the 
BSC Special Insurance Scheme of up to $5,000 for a period of 
3 years from the date of issue of the permit for each contract 
entered into by you with an appropriately licensed person to carry 
out part of the owner builder work. A subsequent owner will also 
receive protection. 
INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR THE OWNER BUILDER 
For every contract that you enter into with an appropriately 
licensed contractor you will receive coverage under the BSC 
Special Insurance Scheme of up to $5,000 against losses rea-
sonably incurred by you in rectifying any detective work carried 
out by that contractor. This coverage will also apply should it 
become necessary for you to rescind or terminate your contract 
(through no fault of your own) prior to the completion of the 
contracted work, and you incur additional costs in having that 
work completed. You may require legal advice prior to this action. 
If a premium has been paid, this coverage is available for 3 years 
after the date of issue of the permit. If a premium is not paid, the 
coverage is openly available for 12 months from the date of issue 
of the permit. 
Note, however, that the contractor must be licensed to carry 
out the type of work covered in the contract. 

reinforcing - if damage occurs make sure it is repaired before 
the pouring of the concrete. 
Alter the steel has been placed and the job is ready to pour, a 
Council inspection must be carried out before work proceeds. 
POURING OF CONCRETE 
This is the specialised field of the concretor. Ensure that once the 

our is started, it is completed as soon as possible. The slab will 
be weakened if fresh concrete is placed against partly set con-
crete. 
Make sure that the membrane is not broken during the pour and 
that neither reinforcing nor plumbers waste pipes are disturbed 
or moved. 
The slab should not be allowed to dry too quickly as this may 
produa cracks in the surface and in extreme cases structural 
faults. 
Consider installation of Gas Service before concrete pour. 
ANT CAPPING 
These are metal caps or strs placed on supporting piers or built 
into walls below ground floor level, to retard the entry of termites 
into timber portions of the structure. Ant capping is necessary 
after the damp-proof course has been laid on the brickwork. 
During the bricklaying of the base the floor framing will have 
arrived. 
FLOOR FRAME 
Your carpenter will place the bearers first, then the floor joists. 
Once the bearers and joists are fixed, the carpenter should 
ensure that the floor frame is flat. If this is not checked at this 
stage, irregularities could occur later which could be difficult to 
rectify. 
Before the flooring is fixed, check to see that the bearers are 
resting on the piers and there are no gaps between. Furthermore 
the joists should be fixed fight to the bearers. This will save you 
having to correct squeaks at a later stage. 
A Council inspection is required prior to the placement of the 
floor. 
This is an excellent time to organise anti-termite spraying, Sheet 
flooring (particle board) is the most widely used type of floor and 
is most satisfactory if the floor is to be carpeted. It is imperative 
that either be fixed to the manufacturers specifications. 
WALL FRAME 
The Owner-Builder would be advised to utilise prefabricated 
wall frames. We have advised that time is vitally important and 
pre-fabricated wall frames will simplify the job. Waliframes are to 
be in accordance with AS1 684, unless otherwise specified, their 
use reduces cuffing and assembly costs on the job and theft of 
materials from the site is reduced. 
ROOF TRUSSES - CARPENTER 
For the same reasons as above, pre-fabricated roof trusses 
should be used. 
They are designed and engineered to suit spans, roof coverings 
and loadings. The supplier will specify placement and necessary 
spacing and will supply all associated hardware such as bracing, 
triple grips (for Iixing down the trusses) and any other items 
required. 
WINDOW & EXTERNAL DOOR FRAMES - 
CAR PENTER 
Window frames should be placed and fixed as soon as possible. 
making sure that flashings are used where required. 
External door frames should be fixed in making sure they are 
square and plumb. After the carpenter has finished a check 
should be made. 
ROOF & GUTTERING - PLUMBER 
After completion of the frame, the plumber is required to fix the 
guttering prior to the roof covering, the valley flashings should 
also be in place. 
Your plumber should ensure that the gutterings will fall to the 
position of the downpes. 
At this time the plumber will do a rough in" a term referring to the 
fixing of hot and cold water services and drainage points built into 

the walls. Where gas is lobe used, it is important to contact your 
local gas authority, new houses division, to discuss the rough in" 
and final connection to the main system. 
Make sure that all supply pipes are pressure tested before 
internal linings are tixed. 
A council inspection is required before the external linings are 
fixed 
ROOF COVERING 
Whatever material is being used for the roof it should be fixed to 
the manufacturers specifications. These will be available from 
your supplier. 
Sarking is strongly advised as it will give added security against 
water penetration, should accidental damage occur to your root. 
Sarking also prevents the entry of dust, cools the house in sum-
mer and warms it in winter, helping to reduce energy bills. It is a 
low cost item which will give you added protection if the roof is 
damaged. 
WALLS - BRICKLAYER. 
Brick walls are constructed in two stages. The tirst, dwarf walls, 
as explained earlier; atterthe footings have been completed. The 
second stage is after the rooting is completed, and meter box is 
in place. 
EXTERNAL DOORS, DECKING AND STEPS. - CARPEN-
TER. 
External doors can now be installed by the carpenter. Decking 
and steps can also be undertaken at this time, nogging and 
trimming put in place for future fittings; e.g. shelving, towel rails, 
wardrobes etc. Check to see that wall bracing is securely tixed. 
Eaves should be lined and the sub-floor access door constructed 
and fitted. 
WIRING - ELECTRICIAN 
The electrician will place the lighting and power cables, the initial 
plan will have indicated where power outlets and lighting points 
are to be placed. 
Telecom should be advised of your requirements so that pre 
wiring can be done. 
BRICK CLEANING 
If bricks are used in your construction, the brick cleaner should 
be contacted at this point. 
INTERNAL LININGS - PLASTERER 
Prior to proceeding with the internal linings satisfy yourself that 
all tradespeople have performed their tasks correctly. 
It will be too late after the house has been lined. 
Make certain the floor tiler has poured the shower bases and is 
prepared fro the wall linings to proceed and see that the floor 
Ilashings are installed in the wet areas. 
A separate council inspection of all wet areas is required prior to 
internal linings being installed. 
Ensure all trimming for fitlin 9s etc. is placed, walls are straight, 
power and light points are in the right position and plumbing 
points are correctly positioned. 
Check that wall cavities, vermin wire and wall ties are clear of 
mortar. 
The plasterer may now proceed and the linings must be fixed to 
the manufacturers specifications. Walls must be straight with no 
bulges or irregularities. Cornices straight and even and neatly 
joined. 
JOINERY & FIX OUT - CARPENTER 
The carpenter can attend to all the internal doors, bath, shower, 
kitchen cupboards and any extraneous joinery as well as the 
mouldings. 
FLOOR SANDER 
Carpeted areas require a basic sand; however where carpet is to 
be laid, surfaces should be even and sound. Particularly on sheet 
type flooring a vinyl can be adhered directly to the floor surface. 
Where floors are to be polished a great deal more has to be done. 
After the basic sand a fine sand is carried out followed by two or 
three coats of lacquer. Naturally all nail holes should be punched 
and filled. 
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ON TOP AGAIN! 

  

Interdek Roofing Corrugated Roofing 	Fascia Gutter Dv wnpipt' 

The Roofing Centre supplies Colorbond® Pre-painted Steel 
and Zincalu me® Coated Steel 

Manufactured 	 BHP 	 Phone 21 7566 
SteI 	23 Habib Drive, South Lismore 

Colorbond® and Zincalume® are registered trade marks of John Lysaght (Australia) Limited 

SET OUT 
Have your surveyor organise the set out for you. (see article on 
Surveyors) 
PLUMBER - PIPES 
The plumber will be needed to install all the pipes which will be 
under the flooring of the house. 
DRAINS 
This is an important task undertaken byyour.  plumber. Liaise with 
him as to when drains should be excavated laid and backtilled. 
He may wish to do this after the sub floor brickwork or at some 
other time. 
EXCAVATION OF FOOTINGS 
Many Owner Builders think they will save money by doing their 
own excavations. This is most unwise because it will often cause 
discouragement from the beginning. It is uneconomical and ex-
tremely hard work to excavate firm sub-soils by hand. Footings 
are usually excavated using a backhoe and it is important you 
employ a specialist excavating company. 
Your attention is drawn to the tact that footings and floor slabs 
must be designed in accordance with Australian Standard 2870 
and structural details may be required by the Health and Building 
Department. It may be necessary to approach a Consulting 
Engineer in this regard. 
Dont leave excavations open for longer than necessary. Rain 
can wash in soil and cause cave-ins creating additional work and 
eventually more concrete. 
Allow the concretor to organize his own materials and supplies 
keep dockets and ask for concrete test results. Footings for the 
piers should be poured at the same time. 
Clean and tidy the site before the bricklayer starts. 

The Owner Builder Renovator is an 
independent publication produced by 
Searon Pty. Ltd., for distribution at the 
Building Departments of various local 
council authorities and other outlets. 
Neither councils nor the publishers 

accept responsibility as to the 
qualifications of the advertisers herein. 

HEAD OFFICE: 
Searon Pty. Ltd. Suite 24., Philip Centre, 

Princes Highway, Ulladulla. 
P.O. Box 489, UlladuIla 2539. 

Phone (044) 55 5699 
Fax (044) 55 5874 

MELBOURNE: Ph (03) 787 6239 
Fax: (03) 787 9277 

BRISBANE: Ph: (07) 262 6206 
Fax: (07) 262 2414 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Ph: (08) 333 7700 
Fax: (08) 364 0765 

BRICK BASE 
- Sub floor brickwork, Dwarf Walls & Piers 
The footings should be allowed to cure for a minimum of seven 
days before continuing construction. During this time, bricks for 
the base and sand supplies, should be delivered. 
Make sure that set out pegs haven't been disturbed before further 
work begins, building regulations call for a minimum of 230mm 
cfeanance below the lowest sub-floor member. Now is the time 
to select the type of jointing you will be using between the bricks 
(e.g. raked, ironed, flush.) before the bricklayer begins. 
When the bricklayer has completed the base, look across the top; 
there should be no more than 5mm tolerance between the dwarf 
walls, piers and perimeter walls. 
After brickwork is complete backfill the base, inside and out. 
TERMITE TREATMENT (PART A) 
Your licensed pest controller will iniate Part A of the soil 
treatment for buildings under construction at this stage. 
CONCRETE SLAB 
Unless the site is flatandsandy,il may be necessary to excavate. 
Again the set out for the excavation should be done by a 
surveyor, setting the appropriate levels. 
It is important that the excavator abides by the levels - failure to 
do so will cost you time and money. 
Before the excavator leaves the site, ensure that there is 50mm 
of packing sand is available, however, often compacted base 
material is specified to be 250mm thick. The degree of accuracy 
of excavation will depend on the type of soil encountered. It may 
be prudent to cut and fill where required, moving soil from the 
deeper areas of the excavation to the shallower areas. If you find 
this necessary be sure to use similar soil types for fill. You may 
be required to have piers through the tilled areas, down into soil 
of a similar type to the excavated areas. 
It could also mean that part of the slab will be suspended and you 
may be required to submit engineers computations to Council. 
All vegetation must be removed from the construction area, with 
the excavation allowing for clearance around the building for 
subsequent paving and adequate surface drainage. 
Ensure that the se is left tidy, with all unwanted soil removed. 
The set out for the slab should be completed by your surveyor. 
FORMWORK OR BOXING 
This should be undertaken by your concretor. Unless you are an 
expert, don't attempt to carry out this important part of the 
construction. 
PLUMBER 
At this stage the plumber can provide waste pipes for the later 
installation of fittings. Satisfy yourself that all appropriate floor 
wastes have been included before further progress, and that 
these pipes have been inspected by Council before concrete is 
poured. Failure to do this could result in expensive inconven-
ience. 
We stress again the need to use a licensed plumber and drainer. 
When the plumber has completed work on the internal waste 
pipes and fill has been placed and levelled, call in the Pest 
Controller to treat the ground before the membrane is laid. 
Contact the county council office with regard to electricity supply 
and Telecom for the provision of supply pipes in the slab. 
Consider the installation of gas services before pouring the 
concrete. 
VAPOUR BARRIER AND REINFORCEMENT 
These steps follow in sequence. The vapour barrier consisis of 
polythene sheets laid over the entire slab area. All the joints 
should be lapped by not less than 200mm to ensure a continuous 
membrane beneath the slab area. Any penetrations such as 
plumbers waste pipes or healing ducts should be secured 
through the membrane and all joints must be sealed. 
The reinforcement is now placed as specified. The use of a 
specialist concretor will ensure that the reinforcing will be in the 
correct place or position when the concrete is poured. 
It is vitally important that the membrane is not damaged during  

INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR A SUBSEQUENT OWNER IF 
YOU SELL THE PROPERTY 
If the property is sold the new owner will receive protection 
under the BSC Comprehensive Insurance Scheme provided: 

a building certificate has been issued under section 31 7AE of 
the Local Government Act 1919 in relation to the work and the 
certificate and any accompanying notice or letter listing defects is 
lodged with the Corporation; or 

the completed work has been inspected by a person approved 
by the Corporation and an inspection report made by that person 
is lodged with Corporation. 
In the case of major structural defects, coverage is provided for 
7 years from thedate of issue of the permit and in the case of other 
detective work, 3 years from the date of issue of I he permit. 
The maximum amount available is $60,000 in the caseof a single 
dwelling and $50,000 for each dwelling in a dual occupancy 
situation. 
REMEMBER 
Do not forget to complete and sign your application form and 
include the required documents, insurance premium and fee 
when returning it to the Corporation. 
LOCAL COUNCILS AND SIGNS 
You must show your Owner Builder Permit to your local council 
before Council will release your plans and specifications. You 
must also display a sign on your properly showing the words 
uOwner  Builder" and your permit number. 

COUNCIL AND BUILDING REQUIREMENTS 
FOR MUNICIPALITY OF CASINO 
It is suggested to all owner builders that when in doubt, prior to 
carrying out any work, ask Council's Health and Building Survey- 

ors for assistance. They are available from 10.00 am. to 11.00 
am. and 2.00 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. each day for advice and 10 assist 
you. 
It will be necessary for the site to be properly identified for serv-
ices and inspections. It is suggested that the sign include name 
and address of owner builder, lot number and permit number, the 
latter being a requirement of the Building Services Corporation. 
A temporary toilet facility will be required tobe provided on the site 
and must be kept in a clean and tidy condition at all times during 
the course of construction. The service is to be provided by 
means of portable toilets or temporary connection to the sewer. 
Water should be connected to the site as early as possibte to pro-
vide a necessary supply of clean wholesome water at all times. 
If wafer is not available, a 18,000 litre tank be provided. 
If sewerage is not available to the site, a septic tank application 
should be submitted to Council as early as possible. It is sug-
gested the septic tank applications be submitted with the Building 
Application or soon afterwards to ensure construction is not de-
layed. 
INSPECTIONS 
If is necessary for the owner builderto apply to the Council in writ-
ing for all necessary inspections and give forty eight (48) hours 
prior notice: 

• Trenches when reinforcing sleet is in position before footing 
are poured. 
• All reinforcing steel before concrete components of the build-
ing are poured. 
• All stormwater, septic or sullage drains when pipework is 
completed - prior to backfilling. 
• Piers and dwarf walls, bearers and joists in place where 
applicable. 
• Frame work before the fixing of internal linings. Completion of 
the building before occupation. 
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Item 
	

Estimate 	Actual Cost 

45.Insulation & Weatherstrip 
46.  
47-  
48. Framing - Labour  
'19. Finish - Labour  
50; Siding - Labour  
5 1. 	& Consultation  
5. Other Labour  

 
 Utilities  
 Insurance  

56Clean-up  
S1JBIQIAL  

57. Financing Costs  
58: Land  

TOTAL Page 2 

TOTAL Page 1  

GRAND TOTAL  

CASSINO 
PLUMBING 

CENTRE 

PLUMBERS & 
PLUMBERS SUPPLIES 

(G.P.&J.A.TREW) 

LIC. NO. L 9511 - C/A A3326 

CNR. CENTRE AND 
BARKER STREETS 

CASINO 2470 

PHONE 	i. 

(066) 62 4446 

Northern Rivers 
Steel & Wood 

Products 
industrial Estate Casino 

for 
Quality Building Products 
• C/C/A Lattice, Logs & Lumber 
• Gates & Fencing Materials 
• Decking & Flooring 
• Gazebo & Perola Kits 
• Plywoods & I anelling 
• Structural Laminated Beams 
• Oregon, Pine, HWD Timber 
• D.l.Y. Sheds & Carports by Titan 

Stocki St of: Ti mbermark, Softwood s, Wood mill, 
Boonah Lattice, M & M Timbers, l9ncwood, 

Duncans, Gang Nail, Piiks Pine, Boral Cyclone 

Buy Local - It Matters 

Phone 623828 

SOIL TREATMENT FOR BUILDINGS UNDER CONSTRUC-
TION FOR PROTECTION AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TER-
MITES 
An essential part of the building process for a new house is the 
protection of the investment in that building. As part of the protec-
tion process, the Australian Standards Association has prepared 
the Standard A.S 2057 - 1986. 
The standard has been recently reviewed and Consists of a two-
part treatment. The first part involves the application of an 
approved chemical to the under-slab soil prior to the concrete 
being poured, or to the sub-floor areas in bearer or joist construc-
tions before the floor is laid. The second part of the treatment is 
carried out when the plumbing has been completed and the back-
filling around the building carried out. 
It is recommended that you consult with your local pest control-
ler before building. 
DAMAGE TO ROADWAYS, KERBING, GUTTERING OR 
FOOTPATH 
Should the footpath, the guttering or kerbing be damaged during 
construction, you will be liable to reimburse the Council for the 
cost of repairs or renewal if a security deposit has not been lodged 
beforehand. It this is damaged before you start, notify Council. 
CONCRETE FOOTPATH CROSSINGS 
Wherever concrete kerb and guttering exists, Council require 
special crossings over fool ways areas. These crossings are lobe 
of concrete or other approved malerials, set out in accordance 
with property line levels and shape as determined by Council. 
Application for approval of footway crossings should be made to 
Council before work commences. 
BUILDING CONSTRAINTS 
Throughout the City there are a number of areas affected by vari-
ous constraints including: 

- Slip and subsidence 
- Flooding 
- Unhealthy building land 
- Various easements and services 

Advice should be sought from Council's Health and Building Sur-
veyors to determine any constraints affecting building which 
apply to your property. 
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS - GENERAL SITE REQUIRE-
MENTS - FRONT BUILDING LINE 
The building should be sited so that no part of it encroaches onto 
the fixed building alignment 6.000 metres from front alignment. 
Corner allotments require 4.500 metres building line set back to 
side street. Building alignment to unnamed lane —see Council's 
Building Code. 
Wall to side and rear boundaries 900mm minimum. Eaves and 
qutters to side and rear boundaries 675mm minimum. 
tOWN PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 
It is necessary to obtain Development Consent for the erection of 
a dwelling house prior to obtaining Building Approval. Council 
does not allow separate detached habitable rooms. All conslruc-
I ion intended for permanent occupalion for residential purposes 
must be part of a principal residence. 
GUIDE FOR THE LODGING OF BUILDING APPLICATIONS 

Introduction 
When lod9ing a building application it is essential that youprovide 
Council with as much relevant information as possible. This will 
enable the processing of your application with out any unneces-
sary delay. 
When filling out he relevant forms please remember to write legi-
bly, giving all required details. 

Plans and Specifications 
With most applications a minimum of three copies of plans and 
two specifications are required to be submitted. 
The plans are to be drawn neatly, accurately and to scale. They 
are to include a site plan showing the building work in relation to 
all boundaries and any existing buildings on the land; a floor plan 
accurately dimensioned showing the size and scope of the pro- 

CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE 

CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE 
ARRANGE SERVICES 
Arrange with your electrician a temporary supply of electricity. 
You will need a water supply for the duration of the job so 
organise this with the plumber. 
Council regulations require that a site toilet is provided and where 
necessary footpath crossings, which will be installed by Council. 
Where Owner Builders are going to undertake part of the con-
struction themselves, it is wise to consult with a hire company as 
to the equipment you will need. 
ARRANGE SUB-CONTRACTORS 
The following sub-contractors should be contacted: 

Excavator. 
Electrician (temporary power and water). 
Plumber & Drainer 
Concretor 
Carpenter 
Bricklayer 
Plasterer (Internal linings) 
Roofer 

9 Tiler (Wall & Floor) 
Floor Sander 
Painter 

When contacting the sub contractors, it is important to remember 
that they may have several jobs on at once, and with weather 
interference, it is wise to be prepared to be flexible in your 
schedule. 
MATERIALS 
The suppliers you will need to arrange for materials and approxi-
mate delivery dates are: 
Sand, Gravel and Filling 
Bricks 
Hardware Merchanl 

Concrete 
Timber 
Roofing 
Windows, Doors and other joinery 
Tita and Roller Doors 
Wallboard or Plasterboard 
Kchen Manufacturer 
Paint & Wallpaper 
Lighf Fittings 
Itis vitally important that you liaise with your sub contractors and 
suppliers with re9ard to timing of deliveries. You must ensure that 
materials are delivered when your subbie is engaged to do a par-
ticular job. It isn't much good to have your concretor arrive and not 
have concrete available. You will find that some sub contractors 
will wish to retain responsibility for supply of their own materials, 
e.g. the electrician generally supplies all of the materials he uses. 
This situation will vary from trade to I rade so be aware of who is 
supplying what, and when payment is required. 
All the above details should be arranged when drawing up your 
schedule. 
CLEAR & ESTABLISH SITE 
Prepare the site for building, removing all vegetation that may 
inhibit building. It may be necessary to employ an earthmover to 
level the block. This information on levels will be available from 
your surveyor. 
You are required to have a sign dearly visle from the road with 
the following information: 

EXAMPLE: 

Mr & Mrs J. Citizen 
Lot 100 Madison Ave., 
Onwer Builders Permit No. 1234567 
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LISMORE CITY COUNCIL REQUIREMENTS 
AND INSPECTIONS 
OWNER BUILDERS 
It is suggested that Owner Builders that when in doubt, prior to 
carrying out any work, ask Council's Health and Building Survey-
ors for assistance. They are available between the hours of 8.30 
am. to 10.00 am., Monday to Friday for advice and to assist you 
in the Department of Environment and Development Services. 
Council's Engineering staff deals with enquiries regarding work 
on Council's roadways, sewer mains and water supply mains. For 
land use and development enquiries contact Council's Depart-
ment of Environment and Development. 
It will be necessary forthe site tobe properly identified forservices 
and inspections. It is suggested that the sign include name and 
address of Owner Builder, Lot Number, Permit Number, the latter 
being a requirement of the Building Services Corporation. 
A temporary toilet facility will be required to be provided on the site 
and must be kept in aclean condition at all times during the course 
of construction. The service is to be provided by means of 
portable toilets or temporary connection to the sewer. 
Water should be connected to the site as early as possible to 
provide a necessary supply of clean water at all times. It water is 
not available, a tank system should be provided. 
If sewerage is not available to the she, a septic tank application 
should be submitted to Council with the building application or 
soon afterwards to ensure construction is not delayed. 
INSPECTIONS 
It is necessary for the Owner Builder to notify Council twenty-tour 
(24) hours in advance for the bollowing inspections. 

Foundation Trenches - belore concrete is poured. 
Reinforced Concrete - reinborcement in position prior to 

conccote being poured. 

Internal Drainage - drainage lines to be under a water test 
at the time of inspection. 

Bracing Inspection - prior to the lining of any walls. 
Frame Inspection - completion of the wall and roof frame-

work. 
External Drainage and Absorption Trenches Inspection - 

prior to backlilling. 
Final Inspection - building shall not be used or occupied 

until approval is granted by Council. 
Should you have any enquiries regarding the Building Approval 
or conditions imposed, contact Council PRIOR to commence-
ment of work. 
Council will return approved plans by mail. 
SOIL TREATMEIIT FOR BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FOR 
PROTECTION AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TERMITES 
An essential part of the building process for a new house is the 
protection of the investment in that building. As part of the 
protection process, the Australian /Standards Association has 

gpared the Standard A.S. 2057-1986. 
e standard has been recently reviewed and consists of a 2 part 

treatment. The first part involves the application of an approved 
chemical to the under-slab soil prior to the concrete being poured, 
or to the sub-Iloor areas in bearer and joist construction betore the 
floor is laid. The second part of the treatment is carried out when 
the plumbing has been completed and the backfilling around the 
building carried out. 
It is recommended that you consult with your local pest controller 
before building. 
DAMAGE TO ROADWAYS, KERBING, GUTTERING OR 
FOOTPATH 
Should the footpath, the guttering or kerbing be damaged during 
construction, you will be liable to reimburse the Council for the 
cost of repairs or renewal. II this is damaged belore you start, 

CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE 

ttm 	 Estimate 	Actual Cost 

Plans 
Permits  

3Gracng:ExCavatiOfl & Fill  
Foundation:Labour & Material  
Flatwork: Walks, Drives, Floors 
Brick & Stonework  

7.Firplace/Woodstove 
87 	Framing Timber  
9.: 	Siding Material  

Exterior Deck Material  
Termite ProtecitonlSoil Treatment  
Finish_Timber 
Windows 
Doors:Internal & External  
Gare Door  
Cabinets & Installation  
Roofingaterial & Labour  
Trusses 
Gutters&DownspOuts 
Piumbitig- Complete 
Rain Drains  
Sewer & Water Hook-up 

23.NaturaI ok-u 
Skyghts 
Electrical_Wggo,plete 
Telephone Instaflation  

27.Lgjxtu res  
28Appnces 
29, 	Plastersheet: Material & Labour  

Heating & Air conditioning 
 

Hardwood Floors  - 
Flooring Timber: Material & Labour  
Wallpper 
Linoleum/vinyl Flooring 

TileworklSlate  
Gas Installation  

39.Benchtops 
4 0. 	Hardware  
41.M1rrors/Shower Doors  
42. 	Wrought Iron  
4 	Wafipaper 
44. 	Painting: Interior & Exterior  

SUBTOTAL  

j

ReadyMIX 

READYMIXED CONCRETE 
SAND. AGGREGATE & QUARRY PRODUCTS 

1 	

,%7 (f&e cjd 
in Lismore, Richmond River and Surrounding Districts 

• ALSTONVILLE .............................................. 
	 280577 

• BALLINA ....................................................... 
	 862088 

•BYRONBAY ................................................. 
	 847219 

• BRUNSWICK HEADS ................................... 
	 801360 

• LISMORE ...................................................... 
	 218322 

• BALLINA SAND & GRAVEL SUPPLIES ..... 
	 867786 

AREA OFFICE: CNR. NORTH CREEK RD. & SIMMONS ST. BALLINA 86 7188 
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notify Council. 
BUILDING CONSTRAINTS 
Th'oughout the City there are a number of areas affected by 
various constraints including: 

Flooding; 
Various easements and services; and 
Filling. 

Advice should be sought from Council's Health and Building 
Surveyors to determine any constraints affecting building which 
apply to your property. 
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING GENERAL SITE REQUIREMENTS 
1. Building Lines 
Generally a front building line of 6.0 metres applies in the urban 
area. Rural areas 15 metres; Main Roads 28 metres or 38 metres 
from centre line. 
Applicants should verify with the Council the building line appli-
cable to their allotment prior to preparation of building plans. 
Additional requirements also apply to building and fences on 
corner allotments. Enquiries in this regard should be made at 
Council offices. 
2. Site Setbacks 
Dwellings that incorporate a garage or where adequate parking 
facilities have been made at the front (not encroaching on the 
fixed building line); 
Walls to boundary - 900mm. minimum. 
Eaves and gutters to boundary - 675mm. minimum. 
3. Cut and Fill 
Council's standard conditions are: 

All cut and till on the property is lobe battered at an angel 
not greater than 45 degrees within the property boundary, 
stabilised to the satisfaction of Council and provided with a 
dish drain or similar at the base or otherwise retained to the 
sat istact ion of Council. 

Where an excavation extends below the fevel of the 
footings ofa building on adjoining land, the person causing the 
excavation shall give seven days notice of his intention to 
excavate to the adjoining owner and furnish such owner with 
particulars of the work he proposes in order to preserve and 
protect such building from damage. 

Filling to be consolidated in layers to obtain a building 
platform with a uniform field density of 90% relative to Test E2-
1 Australian Standard 1289-1977 (Modified A.A.S.H.O.) and 
a certificate stating the compaction achieved to be provided 
prior to pouring the looting and/or slab. 

4. Carports/Pergolas - Setbacks 
Front boundaries as above. 
Side boundaries - if detached a minimum of 900mm. from 
dwelling they may be erected on the boundary. If attached to 
dwelling and enclosed the same side boundary set back as for 
dwellings. It open (only supported on posts) they may be erected 
to boundary. 
5. Engineering Details 
Engineering details may be required for footings and slabs on 
poor soil, for suspended slabs, for steel beams and for retaining 
walls exceeding 1 m. high. Engineering details may be submitted 
after approval, prior to work commencing. 
6. Plans and Specifications 
A minimum of two copies of plans and specifications are required 
to be submitted with every application. An additional three copies 
of plans are required if a Development Application is submitted at 
the same time as the Building Application. 
The plans are to be drawn neatly, accurately and to a reduction 
of 1:100. They are to include a site plan showing the building work 
in relation to all boundaries and any existing building on the land; 
a floor plan accurately dimensioned showing the size and scope 
of the proposed building work; and all elevations inclusive of a 
sectional elevation. The site plan is lobe drawn to a ratio of 1:200. 
lIthe building work is for an addition to an existing structure, 
please distinguish between the existing and the proposed. 

7. Fees 
All applicable fees will be calculated by Council staff on lodge-
ment of the building application. The amount depending on the 
scope of work involved. Should you wish to clarify any of the fees 
involved, Council stall will be only too pleased to assist. 

COUNCIL BUILDING AND INSPECTION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR RICHMOND RIVER 
SHIRE 
II is suggested to all owner-builders that when in doubt, prior to 
carrying out any work contact Council's Health and Building 
Surveyor's for assistance. They are available from 8.15 am. to 
10.30 am. each day for advice and will be pleased to assist you. 
It will be appreciated that good site identification will facilitate 
services, delivery of materials, inspections and the like and it is 
suggested that an appropriate identification sign be displayed on 
the lot showing the name of the owner-builder, lot number and 

9ermit number, the last mentioned being a requirement of the 
uilding Services Corporation. 

HOUSE DESIGN & CHARACTERISTICS OF ALLOTMENT 
Many important aspects should be taken into consideration when 
selecting a building design. For example buildings should be 
designed and orientated to take advantage of winter sun and 
utilise shade and/or natural ventilation in the summertime. Design 
can enhance the particular advantages of an allotment for ex-
ample an outstanding view and in certain cases can make the 
house more comfortable in which to live by locating bedrooms 
away from noise generators, for example busy roads. Sloping 
blocks also need care and slab on ground construction is gener-
ally not suitabte on steep country owing to the costly earthworks 
involved and likely earth scarring which would occur. Council 
requires that cut and fill be restricted to maximum of 900mm for 
each and in these circumstances it may be preferable to consider 
conventional floor construction and/or split level design. 
It is useful to remember that placement of the building on the site 
should allow the construction of future carports and/or garages 
and the like behind the building line. Vehicular access to the rear 
yard area can also be of significant advantage and this some-
limes can be accomplished by maintaining sufficient side clear-
ance from the boundary (minimum 2.5 metres) or by incorporat-
ing an additional roller door at the rear at the garage in some 
designs. 
It is essential that the right of adjoining land owners are consid-
ered when designing and siting a building on your land. Recent 
changes to the law allow neighbours to inspect and comment to 
Council on your proposed building plans. Consultation with 
neighbours will avoid costly delays and reduce possle conflict 
and is strongly recommended. 
BUILDING CONSTRAINTS 
Richmond River Shire has large areas of land which are subject 
to flooding and also areas which are considered to be prone to 
bush fire to varying degrees. Council has adopted policies in 
regard to both these factors 10 mitigate damage and enhance 
safety in these events. Council's Health and Building Surveyors 
will assist you with advice in regard to the requirements of these 
policies. 
Additionally some areas of the Shire have been identified as 
being geotechnically unstable (subject to landstip). Building in 
these areas will require individual survey and report by a qualified 
Geotechnical Engineer and the footings system designed ac-
cording to that report. The method of effluent disposal and 
drainage of the land generally may also need to be determined 
having regard to the geotechnical factors identified. 
Regard should also be paid to exposure of the site. Exposed sites 
are subject to significant wind pressure and, accordingly, struc-
tures should be designed to withsf and such forces. 

the temptation to purchase new furnishings is greatest. More 
people get into difficulties paying their mortgage because they 
are over-committed on of her debts than for any other reason. 
The Housing Advisory Service has and excellent range of book-
lets on home purchase, such as the A-Z of Home Purchase", 
"Financing your Home Purchase" and Government Housing 
Assistance Schemes". If you would like any of these free booklets 
or further information on the Home Buyers Nights, contact the 
Service located at 106 Church Street, Parramatta - Phone 689 
8199, or 725 George Street,Sydney Phone 264 3399, or9 Darby 
street, Newcastle - Phone (049) 294 977. Toll Iree ring (008) 
424242 or (008) 422215. 

INSURANCE 
Insurance is anolher important aspect and should be attended to 
at this time. While insurance against theft and damage is an 
expense it is worthwhile. 
Workers' compensation and public risk are essential. It you 
provide work for anyone on an hourly rate you must have them 
covered. Failure to do so can involve you in enormous amounts 
of money should they become incapacitated or injured. Likewise, 
regarding public risk. When a house is being constructed often 
the general public wander into the site and should they injure 
themselves as a resuft ala misplaced plank or anything that may 
be construed as negligence on your part, you may be required to 
make a substantial payment. Consult either a reputable insur-
ance company or a local insurance broker who will advise you on 
the insurances you will require. 
As explained elsewhere, you can insure against defective work 
through The Building Services Corporation (formerly The Build-
ers' Licensing Board). This can bean important factor should you 
decide to sell in the future (see section on The Building Services 
Corporation). 
Contact The Australian Tax Office regarding your responsibilities 
under the prescribed payments system as outlined earlier in this 
book. 

SUPPLYANDTRADEQUOTATION 
Obtain awnitten quote for everything you can, but remember there 
are quotes andquofes. Check the valid period os any quotes and 
any conditions. Always make sure that comparisons are made on 
the same basis. For example ensure that brick supply companies 
include delivery to your site. 
By outlining a written quote from tradesmen and suppliers and 
through thorough examination, you will notice some anomalies, 
that is some may include items and services that other do not. By 
careful comparison you will be able to make the best judgement 
that will enable you to get the best quality and quantity for your 
money. 
Wherever possle get a quote on a contract basis, that is a price 
for the complete job. Vagaries can leave you wide open for 
surprises which will cost you money. 
It is not suggested that the majority of suppliers and tradesmen 
are not conscientious people who will try to do the best for you, 
just that things can be forgotten or words misconstrued over the 
term of the construction. Scrupulous tradespeople and suppliers 
will be happy to provide a written quote. There is provision in this 
book for quotations. 

PERMITS 
Having purchased your land, had your plans and specifications 
prepared, it is now time to make application for a council building 
permit and an owner-builder's permit. While the time taken to 
process council building permits vary from council to council it 
usually takes about three weeks. The owner-builder permit can 
be applied for at the Building Services Corporation (previously 
The Builders' Licensing Board) of tices. 
It is absolutely unwise to proceed with any building prior to 
receiving your Council Building Permit and owner-builder's per-
mit. To do so could mean that you may be legally required to tear 
down any construction undertaken. 
Most Councils require three copies of plans and specifications, 
but it is advisable 10 have at least six extra sets for use with your 
sub-contractors and suppliers. 

CHECK THE FOLLOWING 
Is your land title cleared? 

Have you had your finance approved in writing. 

Have you obtained the necessary permits and licences? 

Are you fully aware of your obligations regarding the 
Buiiding Services Corporation, The Australian Taxation 
Department and the Long Service Levy? 

Have your plans been approved by Council? 

Have you organised your temporary power supply with 
your electrician, had water connected and hired a tern 
porary toilet? 

Have you erected the necessary job sign? 

Have you arranged your insurances? 
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The completed house plans are now ready to be lodged with 
Council. The design of your new home may mean that your 
building approval may contain conditions requiring you to engage 
aconsulting engineerto prepare designs of foundations, footings, 
concrete slabs, suitable vehicular access and retaining walls. 
Your consulting engineer is most suitably qualified and experi-
enced to carry out this work for you. 
Various lending institutions often require an Engineers Certificate 
approving the various stages of construction before progress 
payments are issued. It is important for you to consult with your 
lending institution for any specific requirements they may have in 
regard to whom they will want to carry out the inspections. 
The complex nature of soils and sub soils means I he engineer 
must be extensively trained in all matters relating to building 
foundations from the strength of the soil required to support the 
weight of the building, to the affect of sub-surface water on the 
strength of foundation soils. 
With the density of housing increasing in all urban areas, you may 
find the block of your choice means your home may have to be 
built on a slope. Designing and placing footings under these 
conditions require the skills of a qualified engineer. 
You will require an inspection by a qualified engineer if you are 
building under any of the following conditions, loose sands which 
settle unevenly, reactive clay foundation soils which expand and 
shrink with change of season poorly compacted filled sites or 
difficult vehicular access. 
Remember that the engineer with local knowledge can often be 
the best choice. 
Always ensure that your consulting engineer is experienced and 
fulty qualified to carry out the work. 

FINANCING AND MANAGEMENT 
THE LOAN 
Obtaining finance is not easy for an owner-builder, so it is most 
important to find out from the fending institution their require-
ments in relation to your particular situation. 
Lending institutions generally view the owner-builder warily, 
because they invariably take tar longer to complete the job than 
a professional builder. 
It is extremely important that you realist icallyestimate thetime the 
construction will take. Furthermore, cost the entire job thoroughly 
making allowances for contingencies or failure of sub-contractors 
to turn up on time, bad weather etc. The lending criteria of 
institutions will vary especially with each individual case. Accord-
ingly it is impossible to set out the terms and conditions under 
which you may obtain a loan. 
However, the better prepared you are, the greater the chance of 
having a loan approved. 
When applying for the loan you will require an accurate Cost 
Estimate which as outlined earlier, must be realistically prepared. 
In a later section of this book we discuss construction scheduling, 
and we recommend you attach this to your cost estimate. 
Present professionally drawn plans together with a site plan. If 
your plan has been approved by council, attach a note indicating 
this. The site plan is a scaled drawing showing where your house 
will sit on the block. Again, it will help if the site plan has been 
professionally prepared. 
The lending institution will supply you with a financial statement 
form, which will require you to list assets, liabilities, employment 
record, income etc. Make sure this is completed acccurately. 
It will he, if you supply a detailed summary of why you are able 
to undertake and successfully conclude owner-building or reno-
vation. Provide as much relevant material as possible. 
PAYING SUB-CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS 
Sub-contractors are paid weekly or at various st ages for work 
completed. All transactions with your subbies should be done in 

writing. Obtain a written statement of all materials and labour 
charges used at that stage. 
Often subbies cannot complete their job, and it is acceptable 
practice to retain up to 10% of invoice's until the job is completed. 
Local Councils will require inspection at various stages of the 
construction and where this has to be done, only make payment 
when the inspection has been carried out and approved. 

FINANCING YOUR HOME PURCHASE 
Before looking for a home, potential buyers should spend some 
time gathering information about home purchase, including the 
various sources and availability of housing finance. The Depart-
ment of Housing Advisory Service otters free, impartial advice 
about all aspects of home purchase including sources of afford-
able finance, government assistance schemes, how to buy land, 
build a home, buy a unit and how to bid at Auctions. 
To assist home buyers a series of Home Buyers Nights are 
planned for this year. These evenings seek to provide those 
wishing to buy their first or subsequent home with information 
from a wide range of sources in a pleasant and relaxed environ-
ment. Speakers from various organisations cover such areas as 
finance, government assistance schemes, building, owneribuild-
ing, and legal aspects of home purchase. Organisations repre-
sented include Banks, Building Societies, Credit Unions, Ce-
operative Housing Societies, Law Society of NSW, Real Estate 
Institute, Landcom and the First Home Owners Scheme. 
Home Buyers Nights provide an excellent opportunity for people 
to speak to various lending bodies about a possible home loan. 
Take information to help the lending body assess how much they 
will lend you - for example, your pass books, bond certificates, 
insurance policies, proof of earnings and documents showing 
ownership of any property. 
!f you're self-employed, you will need to show income tax returns, 
probably for the last three years and possibly your income tax 
assessments. Be prepared to furnish details of any financial 
commitments you have, e.g. car credit, sale agreements, per-
sonal loans. 
Shop around and compare the interest rates and conditions of the 
various lenders. If you are a first home buyer ask about any 
special concessions that may be available. 
The amount you can borrow is mainly determined by your income, 
the interest rate charged, the term or length of the loan and most 
importantly, your other commitments. It you do have other loans, 
such as a car payment, hire payment or other debts, your 
borrowing and repayment capacity will be reduced. 
When building a kit home, lenders are sometimes reluctant to 
offer a traditional housing loan if the purchaser intends to be an 
owner/ouilder. 
If you do not have the cash to purchase the kit, you will probably 
be offered a personal loan at a much higher interest rate. 
Alternatively, consider having the kit built to lock-up stage by a 
licensed builder, and complete the rest yourself. Or you could 
have the whole job built by a licensed builder in which case the 
lender may consider offering you a housing loan at a more 
attractive rate. 
Once you know how much you can borrow, add your deposit to 
this amount and look for a home within this price range. The 
N.S.W. State Government has schemes to assist low income 
earners to buy a home of their own. These are outlined in a 
brochure entitled Government Housing Assistance Schemes 
available from the Housing Advisory Service. 
One important point to remember is that a housing loan is a long 
term commitment and the home it will provide is essential to the 
health and well-being of yourself and your family. Don't jeopard-
iso this by over-committing yourself with other debts. This is 
especially important when you first move into your home, when 

PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS 
Two copies of plans and specifications are required lobe submit-
ted 
with each application. The plans should be in ink, drawn neatly, 
accurately and to scale. They are to include a site plan showing 
the building work in relation to all boundaries and any existing 
buildings on the site; a floor plan appropriately dimensioned 
showing the layout, proposed use of the rooms and the extent of 
the proposed building work; all elevations including a sectional 
elevation, again accurately dimensioned. 
The scale should be appropriate to the proposed work with 1:100 
being common for general plans and 1:250 for site plans. Submit-
ted plans should also show relevant levels of the allotment 
depicting the extent of earthworks, batters retaining structures 
and the like. 
If the building work proposes the addition of any structure on the 
site on which any buildings are existing, please distinguish 
between the existing and the proposed. 
FEES 
All applicable fees and deposits will be calculated by Council staff 
on lodgement of the building application. Should you wish to 
clarify any of the fees involved, Council staff will be pleased to 
assist. 
SEPTIC TANK APPLICATIONS 
Where reticulated sewerage is not available to the site the septic 
tank application should be submitted to Council as early as 
possible, preferably with the building application or soon after -
wards to ensure that construction is not delayed. Installation of 
sewerage connections and septic tanks must be carried out by 
licensed Plumbers and/or Drainers. 
TEMPORARY FACILITIES 
It is required that a suitable temporary toilet facility be provided. 
This may consist of a temporary connection to the sewer ora hired 
serviced chemical toilet of which several types are available. It is 
important that the toilet be kept clean and in a tidy condition at all 
times during the course of construction. 
Water should be connected to the site as early as possible to 
provide the necessary supply of dean wholesome water for 
building and drinking purposes. 
SOIL TREATMENT FOR PROTECTION AGAINST SUBTER-
RANEAN TERMITES. 
An essential part of the building process for a new building is the 
protection of the investment in that building. As part of the 
protection process, the Standards Association of Australia has 
prepared the Standard A.S. 2057-1986. 
Council's policy with respect to this standard requires the appli-
cation of an approved chemical to the under slab prior to the 
moisture barrier being laid and concrete poured. 
DAMAGE TO ROADWAYS, KERBING & GUTTERING OR 
FOOTPATH 
Should the road, footpath or kerb and gutlering be damaged 
during construction you will be liable to Council for the cost of 
repairs or replacement. Accordingly, if these constructed im-
provements are damaged before you start please notify Council. 
INSPECTIONS 
It is necessary for the owner-builder to seek inspections at the 
various stages of construction. Inspections may be arranged by 
contacting Council's Health and Building Department and will be 
carried out on the next working day when the area is normally 
serviced. 
It will be appreciated that in an area as large as Richmond River 
Shire it is impractical to service all areas each day. Inspections in 
the Evans Head, Woodburn and Broadwater areas are normally 
restricted to Monday, Wednesday and Fridays. 
Please note that inspections are required at the following stages 
of construction:- 

Trenches when reinforcing steel is in position before con-
crete is poured; 

All reinforcing steel properly tied and supported on appro- 

priate chairs before concrete components of the building are 
poured (e.g. on ground and suspended slabs, beams, etc.); 

All frameworkbefore the fixing of internal linings and ceilings 
with all flashing to windows, wet area floors and roots in 
position and water plumbing completed; 

All stormwater, sewerage, septic and sullage drains when 
pipe work is completed prior to backlilling; 

Completion of the building before occupation. 

LONG SERVICE LEVY 
A Levy is payab le in respect of the cost of erection of buildings/  
structures in N .S.W.,to liinance a long service payments scheme 
for workers in the N.S.W. building and construction industry. 
EXEMPTIONS 
A levy is not payable where the cost of construction is less than 
$50,000. 
OWNER BUILDERS & CERTAIN ORGANISATIONS 
Application can be made to the Long Service Payments Corpo-
rat ion by genuine owner builders and bona fide non-profit sport-
ing, charitable and voluntary organisations and churches for an 
exemption of up to 50% of the levy amount payable. The basis 
of the exemption will be the percentage of work being carried out 
by the owner builder or voluntary group. 
NOTE: Exemption should be obtained before paying levy. 
WHO MUST PAY THE LEVY? 
The levy is payable by the person who makes the building 
application for local council approval, or where no such approval 
is required, the person for whom the building or structure is being 
erected. 
HOW MUCH IS THE LEVY? 
The levy rate is 0.1% of the construction cost as de-termined by 
Council, or where Council approval is not required, the contract 
price. 
WHEN MUST THE LEVY BE PAID? 
The levy must be paid before work has commenced. Councils will 
not release approved plans and specifications unless the levy has 
been paid. 
WHERE TO PAY THE LEVY 
The levy can be paid at any bank or at the Corporation, (Some 
Councils also accept payment). A completed levy deposit slip 
must accompany the payment. Levy deposit slips can be ob-
tained from branches of the Stale Bank, and the Corporation. 
LEVY PAYMENT BY INSTALMENTS 
Where the cost of construction exceeds $500,000 and either the 
duration of work exceeds twelve months, or payment of a lump 
sum is unduly onerous, an application can be made to the 
Corporation to pay by instalments. 
SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENT OF LEVY 
A supplementary payment will be required it the cost of the 
construction rises by more than $50,000. 
REFUND OF THE LEVY 
A person may apply to the Corporation for a refund orpart refund 
if construction does not proceed, or where construction is com-
pleted and the final cost was less than the original estimate and 
the difference is more than $50,000. 
ENQUIRIES 
Enquiries in relation to these matters should be directed to the 
Information Section of the Long Service Payments Corporation, 
on telephone numbers 925 6464 (Sydney metropolitan) or (008) 
426684 (country call at local rate). 

TAX AND THE OWNER BUILDER 
INTRODUCTION 
It you are involved in a private or domestic construction project 
then you may have tax obligations under the Prescred Pay-
ments Sysfem (PPS). 

- 
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Under PPS, people working under contract in selected industries 
have tax taken out of their payments by the person paying them. 
This tax is sent to the Tax Office and is credited to the person 
receiving payment. It is important that you understand how the 
system works and what your obligations are. If you don't under-
stand something please call your local Tax Office. 
WHO IS AN OWNER BUILDER? 
You are an owner builder if you are undertaking a private building 
project and: 

you apply to a local council or authority for a building permit to 
be issued in your name AND you organise your own contractors 
for the project; or 
• you have a building permit issued in someone else's name and 
they organise their own contractors for the building project. 
What types of projects are involved? Only projects with a total 
cost over $10 000 are covered by PPS. Some examples of the 
kind of projects covered are: 
• building your own home or holiday house for private use 
• private extensions or renovations 
• putting in a pool or spa 
• building a tennis court 
• landscaping in association with your building 
• building a garage 
WHAT COSTS ARE INCLUDED IN THE $10 000? 
All costs associated with the contract for the construction project 
are included. Such as: 
• materials 
• labour 
• excavation/site clearing 
• scaffolding 
• electricians/electrical fittings 
• bricklayers 
• surveyors 
• fixtures and fittings 
• tiles/taps etc. 
• access roadways 
• plumbers 
• carpenters 
• painters 
• engineers 
These are examples only. There may be other costs associated 
with your project which are not listed above. 
Costs for architectural and drafting services, engineering, sur-
veying and other similar professionat services are to be taken into 
account in calculating the total cost of the project. If the payment 
for these services is being made under a separate contract, the 
payment does not need tobe reported to the Tax Office. However, 
if these services are provided by the builder under the building 
contract they will have to be reported to the Tax Office. 
YOUR OBLIGATIONS TO THE TAX OFFICE AS AN OWNER 
BUILDER 
First you need to fill out a Paying Authority Notification Form and 
send it to the Tax Office to register as an owner builder. You do 
this only once, within 2 weeks of starting your project. When the 
Tax Office receives your registration form they will send you 
deduction forms and some PPS reconciliation forms. 
Then you will need to deduct money (tax) from the payments 
made to the person or persons who are doing the work for you and 
send this to the Tax Office by the 14th of each month. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
It is important that you understand your obligations as there are 
penalties for not following the tax laws. For more information you 
will need to read the Owner Builder brochure which is available 
from your local Tax Office. 
You can also make telephone enquiries from your local call area 
to the number shown in the Commonweahh government section 
of your local telephone book. 
Enquiries from anywhere else in Australia (except Tasmania, the 
Northern Territory and the Newcastle region) outside of these 

VALUATION 
A Registered Valuer who is an Associate of the Australian 
Institute of Valuers can provide an expert valuation service to the 
owner-builder by advising initially upon the current valuation of 
the block of land selected and then, based upon the choice of 
house plans, can turther advise upon the expected market 
valuation of the house on completion. 
The services of the expert valuer are also employed by various 
lending bodies in assessing the progressive payments on loans 
during construction based upon an assessment of the value of 
work completed in relation to the overall cost estimate. 

WHAT THE ENGINEER WILL DO FOR YOU 
A consultin9 engineer is best qualified to carry out a pre-purchase 
inspection it you are thinking about buying vacant land, first to 
advise you on the suitability of your land for your intended needs 
and secondly to advise you on the most suitable foundation and 
floor system to suit your block and your proposed method of 
construction. 
It is important for the architectural drafts person to have this 
information prior to the preparation of house plans. 
The final choice will depend on multiple factors including your 
finances, your needs and your block. 
With the combination of advice from your engineer and architec-
tural drafts person you will be able to make the right choice in 
home design, saving you from unnecessary extra building costs 
later and helping you stay within your budget. 

CHOICE OF FOUNDATIONS AND 
FLOOR SYSTEMS 

Elevated concrete 
floor suppoiled on 
compacted till. 

sItes. 

Elevated timber 
floors on steep 
unstable blocks. 

Concrete floor 

J constructed on a 
filled site in a flood 
zone  

Jj Concrete fbor on a 
excavated sIte. 

TILE OWNER BUILDER, OWNER 
RENOVATOR IS L BUILDER 

CURRENTLY 
PUB LISLIED FREE OF ' 
ChARGE, FOR 
TILE FOLLOWING CITY, 
MUNICIPAL AND SHIRE - 
COUNCILS THROUGHOUT 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

AlburylWodonga, Ballina, Bankstown, Bathurst, 
Bega Valley, Blue Mountains, Camden, 

Campbelltown, Casino, Cessnock, 
Coffs Harbour, Dubbo, Eurobodalla, Gosford, 

Goulburn/Muiwaree, Great Lakes District, 
Hawkesbury, Kiama, lake Macquarie/Newcastle, 

Lismore, Liverpool, Maitland/Port Stephens, 
Orange/Cabonne, Penrith, Port Macquarie, 

QueanbcyanfYarrowlumla, Richmond River, 
Sheliharbour, Shoalhaven, Sutherland, 

Taree, Wagga, Wingecarribee, 
Wollondilly, Wollongong, Wyong. 

THESE BOOKS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 
FROM VARIOUS COUNCILS THROUGH- 

OUT VICTORIA, QUEENSLAND AND 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
THE PUBLISHERS ON (044) 55 5699. 

G. A. Santin 
' Designer Cabinets 
\ 	Beppi Santin 

Lic. No. R83287 

Kitchen Display Centre 
Specialising in:- 
• Kitchens 
• Vanities 
• Bedroom Fixtures & VVaII Units 
• Shop & Commercial Fittings 
• Lacquered Craftwood Items 

26 Centenary Drive 
Goon eli aba h 

Phone (066) 25 1226 
Fax (066) 25 1685 

RAY SARGENT& AssOCIATES 
PTY. LIMITED 

CONSULTING STRUCTURAL & CIVIL ENGINEERS 

MEMBER OF 
ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING ENGINEERS, AUSTRALIA 

ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION 

PROVIDING ALL GEOTECIINICAL AND STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEERING ADVICE ON FOOTINGS, SLABS, FRAMING, BRACING ETC. 

FOR ALL NEW AND RENOVATION BUILDING WORK. 

LISMORE 212555 
(SE) 68 MAGELLAN STREET, LISMORE 

FAX 22 1056 
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WE STOCK A FULL RANGE OF BERGER AND BRITISH PAINTS 
for • The Home Painter • The Owner-Builder 

The Professional Painter 

Plus Ladders • Dropsheets • Brushes 
Rollers • Putty • Stains and much more! 

ALWAYS We Also Stock. 
EASY, • Killrust and Wattyl Paints and Stains 

CONVENIENT • Cabots Interior and Exterior Stains 
NO HASSLE • Feast Watson Products 
PARKING 

OUR BUSINESS IS PAINT 

= 
Walker + Newton 

CONSULTING 
SURVEYORS 

* Contour Surveys 
* Building Set Outs 
* Strata Plans 
* Identification Surveys 
* Subdivisions 

41 	* 317AE Certificates 

188 Molesworth Street, Lismore 
Ph: (066) 22 1011 

also at: Casino Court 
100 Barker Street, Casino 

Ph: (066) 62 5000 

I 	DAVID ARDILL 
G ASSOCIATES 

D.A. ARDILL, L.G.E., M.I.E. Aust. 
E.T. ELFORD, M.I.D. Aust. 

G.P. MKENZIE, B.E., M.I.E. Aust. 

LOCAL CONSULTANTS WIT11 A 
FULL RANGE OF 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERTNG 
SERVICES 

STRUCTURAL • CIViL 

46 TAMAR STREET 
BALLINA NSW 2478 

piiora (066) 86 3280 
(066) 86 3294 

FAX (066) 86 7920  

to find they arp in hrQach of copyright laws, itruliif ig In expensive 
legal settlements. 
It is a good idea to have several sets of blueprints of your plans 
and specifications, council will usually need 3 sets, and your 
suppliers and contractors may retain copies for quoting purposes. 
Obtaining extra copies of plans is inexpensive and will prove 
extremely uselul in overall construction. 

THE LAND SURVEYOR AND THE OWNER 
BUILDER 
In the planning stage of your new house a Land Surveyor can 
provide information that is very relevant to the designer. A Land 
Surveyor takes levels over the land and locates features such as 
existing trees, rock ledges, adjoining buildings and anything else 
that may have relevance to your future house. This information is 
drawn to scale as a site plan and can include the contours of the 
land as well as the exact dimensions and angles of the bounda-
ries. The designer needs this information to be able to design eco-
nomical foundations, best access for both people and vehicles, 
best use of aspect and any unique features the land may have. 
The site plan should also show easements for drainage, rights of 
carriageway, position of sewer lines. The Title Deed of the land 
should also be checked to see if there are any restrictions as to 
user or Covenants affecting the land, perhaps prohibiting the use 
of particular building materials or limiting the height of a new 
house in the case of a locality with water views. Council require-
ments may prohibit building a house with a floor level below a cer -
tain height in a flood risk area. A Land Surveyor has the expertise 
to provide this information. 
After your house plans have been prepared to your satisfaction 
and approved by the Council, and before any building work is 
commenced, it is advisableto instruct a Land Surveyor topeg the 
corners of the land and at the same time mark the position of the 
proposed new house. Pegs are usually placed in position relative 
to the main walls of the house but offset by a set measurement. 
This way the setout pegs are not destroyed by the first machine 
that works on the site, and with builders profiles set over them can 
be referred to by the excavator, concretor, bricklayer and others. 
The Land Surveyor will issue a Surveyor's Certificate showing 
details of boundary measurements and offset measurements, 
and other relevant information. 
Many owner-builders need the assistance of a bank or building 
society to finance their home and it is usual for the lending 
authority to require an up-to-date Identification Survey Certificate 
to be supplied by the owner-builder before a progress payment 
will be made. This may occur at foundation level or when wall 
frames or root trusses are erected. The Land Surveyor will make 
a site inspection and measurements and then prepare the Certifi-
cate back at the office. 
At completion of the external part of the building the fending 
authority requires a final Surveyor's Certificate or Identification 
Survey showing the position of the external walls and also the 
eaves and gutt er in relation to the boundaries. The Land Surveyor 
will certify that the requirements of the Locat Government Act, 
Building Ordinance have or have not been complied with, regard-
ing the minimum allowable distances of walls and eaves and 
gutter from boundaries of the land. This Identification Survey is 
also required by the Council when an application is made for a 
Building Certificate for the completed house. The Building Certif i-
cafe is issued by the Council under the provisions of Section 
31 7AE of the Local Government Act, after a Council Officer has 
inspected and approved the construction of the house. 
Your Land Surveyor will gladly advise and help you with any of the 
land surveys mentioned in this article. His expertise covers many 
other areas of Land Development and he is usually available ei-
ther by phone or by appointment in his office, or at your site. 

local call areas may be made for the cost of a local call by phoning 
008113008. 
Callers in the following regions can ring: 
Tasmania 008 001266 
N.T. 008 888215 
Newcastle 008 045576 

PURCHASING THE LAND 
Having decided to become an owner-builder your initial step is 
purchasing the block of land. This will play a vital role in the end 
result and as such, certain considerations should be given to the 
following:- 

The neighbourhood is compatible to the style of house being 
erected. It should also suit the kind of lifestyle which suits you and 
your family, e.g. other children as playmates. 

The surroundings will greatly enhance the character of the 
house being buift. A view or a pleasant bushland setting is a 
valuable asset. 

The land and style of house should be compatible, a cheap 
house on an expensive block or vice versa is very definitely not 
advisable. 

Make sure services such as electricity, gas and sewerage 
are available. Dort accept assurances, obtain confirmation from 
the relative authorities in writing. Where sewerage isn available 
check with council to have an inspection advising whether the 
absorption of the ground will allow the installation of a septic 
system or whether a pump-out system with holding tank will be 
required. 

Inspect the land during wet weather, looking for springs or 
walercourses which may involve expensive extra drainage costs. 
Low lying land which is damp, swampy or subject to seasonal  

flooding should be avoided at all costs. 
Having chosen the block of land, engage the services of a 

solicitor. Don't enter into a contract to purchase land without your 
solicitors advice. There can be problems such as:- encum-
brances on the land, restrictions by council prohibitin9 certain 
kinds of structures, covenants or restrictions on the title, e.g., 
easements for electricity lines, drainage or sewerage pipes. Your 
solicitor will advise you and ensure the title to your property is in 
order. It is an expensive exercise to purchase the block and then 
find out problems exist. 

It is a very good idea to have the block surveyed to ensure you 
build on the correct block of land. (See section on Surveyors). 

The council will advise whether the block of land contains fill. 
Ills advisable to ascertain what the subsoil consists of. Enquiries 
at the council or from the neighbours will usually provide this infor-
mation. By knowing the subsoil type, you know it the footings will 
be abnormally.  expensive. It is important to take into consideration 
the type of soil in your block. The house you are going to build will 
only be as good as the soil it sits on. 
The most important consideration when choosing a block is, how 
stable the foundations are, in relation to the mass of earth that will 
sit beneath your luture home. 
Most homes ride some sort of ground swell created by the soil 
increasing in volume when wet and decreasing when dry. If this 
wave-like motion is exaggerated, a brick home will move about, 
which may cause the brickwork or masonry to crack under stress, 
especially in the weaker areas of walls such as windows, doors 
and other openings. 
Stable Soils: Are only marginally affected by seasonal moisture 
changes. Sandy soils or shaley soils and rock fall into this 
category. However, site preparation for building on rock can be 
expensive - more particularly if the site is sloping. 
Intermediate Soils: Show some reaction to seasonal moisture 
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GALLEN, HART & 
ASSOCIATES pry. LTD. 

REGISTEREI) LAND & ENGINEERING SURVEYORS 

- BOUNDARIES PEGGED 
- BUILDING SET OUT 
- HEIGHTS & FLOOD LEVELS 
- LOT CONTOURS 
- GENERAL ADVICE 

68 MAGELLAN STREET 
P.O. BOX 851 

LISMORE 2480 

PHONE 
(066) 22 1177 Li 

FAX 
qA 

(066) 22 1056 

Solicitors 

Conveyancing and Legal 
Advice on all Matters 

Con tact 
Shaw McNeil Sedgwick 

P.O. Box 29 

116 Barker Street, Casino 2470 

Office: (066) 62 2088 
Home: (066) 62 1181 
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changes which can result in more expensive site preparation. 
Clay content in these soils is higher but not excessive. 
Unstable Soils: Are very heavy, clayey soils, that will swell 
during the wet winter periods, then shrink away during hot dry 
summers. They should be avoided. These soils add considerably 
to costs and of coursecan lead to the problems mentioned earlier. 
The ideal soil condition has low clay content or is of sandy loam, 
free of organic matter. Soil which contains a low percentage of 
clay and hi9h sand content is also an excellent base. 
If you are in any doubt it is most advisable to contact a soil 
consultant or a foundation engineer to provide a report. 
Avoid extremely rocky or uneven land, or blocks with very ltle top 
soil. The latter will be subject to erosion which can cause 
considerable additional cost to slabilise. Furthermore, a lack of 
topsoil will not support plant growth. 
It the land has been filled it is most important you seek the advice 
of a soil consultant or foundation engineer, as pointed out earlier, 
the house you build is only as good as its base. The additional 
expense of seeking the advice of an expert is money well spent. 
Poorly compacted, filled blocks can often result in very serious 
problems. When considering a hillside block be wary of landslips 
resulting from fractional movements of the earth. This usually 
occurs on steep hillsides, over clay, or coal seams, which can 
result in serious slippages. 
Contact your local council and if the block is in a high risk area it 
is essential to obtain a geotechnical report from a qualified 
geotechnical consultant prior to purchasing the land. 

LEGAL ASPECTS 
Betore agreeing to purchase a block of land it is important to 
consult a solicitor. There have been many cases where buyers 
sign a contract which they don't fully understand. 
If you change your mind after exchanging contracts your deposit 
maybe forfeited and you maybe liable for the dif terence between 
the agreed price and the price the vendor obtains on the sub-
sequent sale. 
When buying a block of land it is customary to pay a holding 
deposit. This is a preliminary deposit in the initial stages of 
purchase which places no legal onus on eitherpurchaser or 
vendor, and should be refunded in the event of either party 
withdrawing from the transaction. 
It is not a legal requirement that a holding deposit has to be paid, 
however, it is an act of good taith, and should be paid to the 
vendor's agent not to the vendor. It is sensible to have sub,ject to 
contract" written on the receipt. 
As pointed out earlier a holding deposit is not legally binding and 
does not stop the vendor or his agent from accepting a higher 
offer. 
When contracts are exchanged and the final deposit, which 
together with the holding deposit is usually 10% of the purchase 
price has been paid, both parties are legally bound. It is only under 
extraordinary circumstances that either party may withdraw. 
Anopliontobuy on aproperty is a legal document givingthebuyer 
tirst choice, specifying the purchase price and option period. The 
purchaser pays a fee, which if the sale proceeds, comes off the 
purchase price. It is not refundable if the safe does not proceed. 
Think carefully before entering into a option to buy agreement. 
If you have decided to buy the block and paid your holding 
deposit, consult your own solicitor. Don't be talked into using the 
vendor's solicitor, always use your own and most importantly 
don't sign anything before your own solicitor has seen the 
document, especially where the agent asks you to sign an offer 
and acceptance" or option to purchase" torm. 
New vendor-disclosure legislation has simplified the procedureof 
checking on particulars. Vendors of all property are required by 
law to provide title particulars, zoning certificates, sewerage dia-
grams and a warranty to the effect that the property is not affected 
by plans for future resumption by Government or public authority. 

Failure to disctose the foregoing will atlow buyers to rescind the 
contract. 
Legal aspects of land purchase is complex and it is imperative you 
engage the services of a reputable local solicitor. 

DECIDING ON A HOME PLAN 
There are obviously many aspects to consider in deciding on a 
plan. We have listed some of the considerations but there are 
many more which apply to different individuals. 
The cost of building the design must be within your financial 
resources. 
Don't be too ambitious. Some owner-builders attempt to build a 
house which is beyond their capacity to control, and as a result are 
unable to complete the job. 
• Do not over capitalise. While it may not be your intention to self, 
we don't know what the future holds and your position today may 
change tomorrow. So make sure that the home plan chosen, and 
eventually the home you have built, can be sold at a figure that will 
at least realise your investment. 
• Select a design that is suitable for your building site. Do not try 

to adapt a plan that is clearly ill suited to your land. Rather, 
decide on a plan that relates to your block. 

• Realise the impact of the sun and the wind on your home. Have 
the rooms organised so that the effects of the elements are 
maximised or minimised to suit. 

• Take advantage of any view you may have. The outlook from 
windows of your home can make it more affraclive and may 
add value. 

• Attempt to gauge the effect of street noise and arrange the 
rooms accordingly. While doing this, keep in mind the 
privacy of your backyard in relation to surroundin9 homes. 

• Don't change your mind once you have started. This can be 
costly and time consuming. So be absolutely certain the 

design you have chosen is the right one. 
While some people may have the capacity to draw their own 
plans, the average person should employ a protessional, house 
design is a complex area encompassing knowledge of housing 
construction, engineering princals, design capabilities and much 
more. 
However, this does not mean that you can't have involvement in 
the design, you can by discussing your ideas with the designer. 
You may be in the fortunate position to employ the services of an 
architect, but if not, there are excellent recognised home plan 
services that will more than adequately fulfil you requirements. 
Architects and home planning services have a large range of 
stock plans which will satisfy the most discriminating tastes, 
However, it any of the stock plans don't suit you, the designer will 
visit your block, listen to your ideas and prepare preliminary 
sketches. When these have been completed you can study them 
with the designer, and make any final changes. When you are 
satisfied, final drawings are created. 
These will include the floor plan, exterior elevations, foundations 
- plumbing - electrical wiring - cabinet and construction 
details, as well as the necessary cross sections They will be 
drawn to scale and contain all measurements. 
Remember, aplan which has to be drawn for your own individual 
taste will cost much more than a stock plan. You can choose from 
literally thousands of stock plans which have been prepared for 
various blocks of land, style and price range. 
N.B. Don't try to prepare plans yourself, unless qualified to do so 
- employ a professional, and very important, once you have 
settled on a plan don't change it. 
All prepared plans are automatically copyrighted so don't be 
tempted to borrow plans from project builders or anyone else. 
There are cases where people have taken a plan they have seen 
and either gone to another builder or owner-built the house only 
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I. )I 1'V( )l 1) 

The 	growing 	interest 	in different 	types 	of 	rural 

I I fes tv I es has ineaji t thai. new forms of development 	titus 

be considered 	in planning for many parts of New South 

Wa I es. 

Since 	1980. 	the 	S t a t e Government 	has encouraged 
mul t iple occupancy - where people pool their resources 
to acqu i re and joint ly operate a 	rural 	property 	- 	iii 

suitable circumstances. 	Few councils, hoWeVer, provide 
for such developments in their planning controls. 

The 	Government 	h a s decided to introduce a S t a t e 
environmental planning policy which provides a framework 
for allowing multiple 	occupancy 	in particular rural 
areas of New South Wales, 	subject 	to strict 	planning 

con t r 01 S - 

I encoura ge all people interested in multiple 	occupancy 
and the planning of rural areas to observe the aims of 
the policy and maintain the balance between the 
development and conservation of our rural areas. 

v 	 y- 
BOB CARR 
Minister 	for Planning and Environment 
and Minister for Heritage 

. 
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This 	booklet 	explains the State Government's pal i cV on 
mutt iple occupancy at rural land. 	More 	iriformat i o n 	is 
a v a i 1 a b I e 	£ r om 	the 	De pa i' t men t 	o £ 	Env ii' onmen t 	and 
Planning. 	The 	policy 	will 	he 	reViCWe(1 	alter 	12-18 
mon t h s 	of 	op e r a t i On 	and 	c onirue n t s 	a r e We I conic . 	TIì e V 

should be addressed to the Regioria I 	Manager, 	Northern 
Regions Office, P0 Box 6, Craf ton. NSW, 2460. 

The Department 	hopes 	to publish a mutt iple Occupancy 
handbook with more detailed advice by m i d 1988. 

Head Office 
175 Liverpool Street, Sydney 2000 
Phone: 	(02) 266 7111 

Western Sydney Office 
31-39 Macquarie Street, Parramatta 2150 
Phone (02) 689 8111 

Northern Regions 
49 Victoria Street, Grafton 2460 
Phone: 	(066) 42 0622 

Hunter Office 
20 Auckland Street, Newcastle 
Phone (049) 26 2566 

South Eastern Office 
251 Crawford Street, Queanheyan 2620 
Phone (062) 97 6911 

Botany Office 
52 Bay Street, Rockdale 2216 
Phone (02) 597 1233 

Illawarra Office 
84 Crown Street, Wol longong 2500 
Phone (042) 28 4644 

January 1.988 
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I N'l'RODIJCT I 

Wli a I 	ismulLi 

- 	 Mu I I. I p I e  occ u pane v I .s a type of r u r a I d eve ) puie n 1. 	wh C. i'e 
a 	group 	of 	people, 	not 	necessari lv 	related I.o each 
other, live on a single property in several dwellings. 

These people usually have the desire to 

I I ye as a commun i tv and ho i Id a nuiiiber of dwe I I I ngs 
in a rural setting on unsubdivided land as their 
main place of residence: 

manage 	the 	land 	f o r communal 	purposes 	in an 
environmentally sensitive way; and 

pool 	their resources 	to develop communal rural 
living opportunities. 

Farming is 	not 	necessarily 	intended as 	t h e primary 
source of income. 

Various forms of legal 	organisation 	are 	possible 	but 
subdivision 	of 	the 	land, including strata subdivision 
under 	the Strata Titles Act, 1973 is not. 	Legal titles 
giving separate cot It. lement to a sma I I part of the land 
plus the sharing of common land has been shown to be a 
formof subdivision and ispi'ohihited under the multiple 
occupancy policy. 

Multiple occupancy entails the sharing of he 	land 	and 
communal 	ownership of the whole land holding. 	People, 
often on low incomes, may either pool their resources to 
purchase land Co I lee t I ye ly or purchase a share 	in an 
existing community. 	They may seek approval from the 
local council to build and/or occupy ci tticr a dwell irig 
or part of an expanded house. This form of community 
rural lifestyle can he achieved and sustained at a much 
lower cost than separate, conventional, urban and rural 
residential situations. It is the rural equivalent of 
people sliar i ng a house i ri an urban area. 

It e ci or s i_' ±LLL.L e o c c u pa n c N, P21 LxiP a 1 y? 

The p01 icy applies to many local government areas in the 
cons to I and tab Ic 1 flhldS parts I) I Now Soi t ii Wa I es , but 	I I. 
cxc I odes 	the Neweas I Ic, Sydney and Wo I I onorig areas and 
the AC'l' and Nose lusko 	subregions. 	The 	:unicipal it i e s 
arid shires where itappl ics are listed in .hedule I 	to 
I lie pol 1ev (at tIme rem r of this booklet 
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Multiple 	occupancy 	is 	cxc Iude:l 	from 	nat iona I parks 
nature reserves, areas zoned for envi roiiinenl 	protect ion 
afl(l coastal protection, and areas where more than 80 per 
cent 	of the land has slopes in excess of 18 degrees. 	:\ 

i'a nge of env i rorirnen t a I I y re I a ted c r i t e r i a 	inus t 	h 	1110 I 
before 	dcv e 1 o prue ri t 	a p p roy a I 	can 	be g r a I] t (!d und (' I' t lie 
policy. 

I t 	i s a I so rio t pe rm i t t ed on pr i me c r op a iid pa s t u re I a ni 
and the development must be designed to minimise 	impact 
on 	e x i s t i n g 	agriculture. 	Furthermore, 	multiple 
occupancy Canrio I be a pproved on blocks wlie re more 	than 
25 	per 	cent 	of 	t h e 	land 	is 	prime c r o p and pasture 
I and' 

What area of land is needed for multiple occupancy? 

The minimum area for a multiple occupancy approval under 
the 	policy 	is 	10 	hectares. 	A formula determines the 
number of dwellings permissible. On 10 hectares f o u r 
dwell ings are allowed; on 200 hectares, 51 are possible; 
and a maximum of 80 dwellings are possible on blocks of 
360 hectares or more. 

Mu I tip Ic 	occupancies 	on sma 1 1cr blocks may be al I owed, 
provided there are good planning grounds for such 
approval 

Types of housing orimultiole occupancY_properties 

Housing arrangements on multiple o c c u p a n c y properties 
vary from dispersed single family dwellings to clusters 
of expanded houses where groups of buildings function as 
a dwelling-house, with shared faci 1 LLies such as a 
kitchen and bathroom (Figure 1). 

'Clustered' and 'dispersed' settlements are two forms of 
development (Figure 2). The clustered form is generally 
preferred because it minimses the impact of development 
and construction, facilitates a single services 
corridor, and encouragescommunity. living. 

Non-resident 	 J 

Under the mul t i pie occupancy pol icy, schools, 	eoiniinia I tV 

I ac i I i I. I es and wo rI; s lops nou I (I a I so be permi 1 ted as I wig 
as 	they 	are 	intended 	primarily 1.0 serve the iteeds of 

P I e I i V I ng on t he I a iid a rid a r e m iii o 1' i n sea I e 
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Figure 1: an expanded house 
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Figure 2: clustered and dispersed development 
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p_1j_t2L!Li2.D2 L_eJ 	s_j_;iyable 	oiciI 

The Minister for Planning and Envi roniueflt. 	has Issued 	a 

di rec t ion under sect I art 9 4 A of thc Env I ronmen I at 
Planning and Assessment. Act., 1979 to I itni t contributionS 

101' Se rv I Ce s a rid C O1fl!fl11t I t V fac I I j I I ('5 to a max i mum of 

$1950 p e r dwe I I I ng . The ac tua I amount to be charged 
wi I I be de ermi n e d by i rid lvi dua I couric I Is hay I rig . regard 
to the characteristics and location of the proposed 

mu 1 t. I pie occupancy. 

Existing_developpefltS 

Some existing multiple occupancy-StYle devel0Pi11ent 	have 

bp e ri created without development consent. 	Often they 

have been in areas where there were no 	local 	planning 

controls to deal with multipleoccupancy. Some of these 
developments may not meet all the conditions laid down 

in t h e p01 icy. The Department of Environment and 
Planning is available to advise people in this situation 
and local counci is to help them to comply whit plaitning 

prov is ions. 

How to apply for multiple occupY 

People interested in multiple occupancY should make a 
development application to 	their 	local 	council. 	The 

council 	may approve of 	the proposal 	subject 	to it 

meet ing the planning provisionS specified in the 	policy 

and being in an appropriately zoned area. 

When more 	than four dwellings are 	intended, 	a map 

showing the characteristics of the land and the proposed 

development roust 	be 	included. 	In 	these 	cases, 	the 

council 	will 	advertise the proposal for public comment 

before determining the application. 

If thepropert y  consists of 	several 	parcels 	of 	land, 

these should be consolidated when the 	development 

application is made. 



EN I> i,ANJAl'( tRY NlYl'E 

STAl' E ENV I R(.)NM ENTA L P LANN I NG IO[ I (1'" : O I S 

MIt 1 1 i p I e (icc upa ncv of Ru ra I La ad 

Clause I 	gives the name of the policy. 

Clause 2 	states 	the 	aims 	and 	object ives of the 

p0 I icy. 

Clause t 	1cfines specific local 	government 	areas 

to which 	the pOI 1ev applies. 	These are 

listed in Schedule I. 	Clause 8(1) 1 imi t.s 

the applicability of 	t h e 	p01 icy 	within 
those areas to rural and non-urban zones. 
Schedule 	2 detai is 	lands in rural areas 
to which the policy does not apply, 	such 

as national 	parks, 	State 	forests 	and 

scenic protection areas. 

Clause 4 	deletes multiple occupancY provisions 	in 

local 	environmental planning iristrunientS 
existing at the d a t e 	this 	p01 icy 	came 

into 	effect. 	This 	avoids 	confusion 

between 	this 	policy 	and any 	local 

environmental planning instrument which 
contained multiple occupancy provisions 
prior to the p0! icy. 

Clause 5 	defines 	the 	terms used 	in the policy. 
Note the definition of 'dwel!ing' allows 
the concept of expanded dwelling-hOUSeS. 
These are intended to meet the needs of 
people, not necessarily related, who wish 
to live as a single household but in two 
or more separate structures with shared 
facilities. This concept is more 
specifically stated in clause 5(2). 

Clause 6 	states the relationship of this policy to 
other 	planning instruments. 	This policy 
prevails in the event of an inconsistency 
between it and any other instrument. 	The 

date of the making of another 	instrument. 

(100 S 	no I 	a f I oe ¶ 	t Ii e 	I nìt 	r n r e I a t 1 (111 01 

this clause. 

. 

5 



. 

CI auSe 7 	 Sube I a I.ISe 	1 I 	p I'OV ides 	I ha t 	11)11 I I I P I 
OCcupaiicv 	IS a (IC'Ve lopmenl requ i r I IT 	I lie 

c o IT ri c i I 	s 	co risen 1 	1 o r 	I. wo 	01 , 	Ill'.) I' P 

(IWO I I i rLgs 	oii any rura I or non - urbait I awl 
to 	which tIns p01 icy applies. 	Bforc 
counc I I 	may 	consent 	to 	a 	mu I t I p1 e 
occupancy development , 	however, i I must 
ensure t ha t cc r I a in cond i 1 ions 	are 	me I 
These 	conditions 	are 	clearly stated in 
clause 7(1)(a) 	to (Ii). 

Subclause 	2) 	states 	that 	this 	policy 
allows 	a development 	application 	to be 
made even 	though 	it may be prohi bi ted 
under 	another 	plannin g 	instrument 
including 	any 	local 	environmental plan. 
It is an elaboration of clause 4. 

Sublause 	(3) refers 	to the condition in 
7(1)(b) that land which is the subject of 
a 	multiple 	occupancy 	development 
a p p I I cat ion 	must he at least 10 liec tares 
in 	area. 	Sublause 	(3) 	recognises that 
in 	most 	local 	environmental 	planning 
instruments 	the 	minimum 	area 	for 
subdivision 	is more 	t h a n 	10 hoctares. 
It 	ensures that a subdivision that would 
otherwise be 	ii legal 	under 	a 	planning 
instrument 	cannot be carried out through 
the use of this p01 icy. 

Clause 8 	lists the matters 	that. 	a 	counci I 	must 
consider 	before 	determining 
application 	for 	multiple 	occupancy. 

Subc I ause (1) applies to all app Ii cat ions 
which wi 11 result in two or more 
dwe 1 I i rigs 

Suhclause 	2) 	lists 	additional 	matters 
that 	must 	be 	considered 	where an 
application 	wi 1 1 	result in four or more 
dwellings. 	It prevents a council giving 
its consent to a mul tiple occupancy 
deve I opinent app I I cat ion proposing four or 
more dwellings unless the site plan 
accompanying the a pp I i cat ion con Ia ins 1 tie 
add i I i ona I information Clearly S ta ted i ri 
clause 8 ( 2 1 ( a ) to cfi 

Clause 9 	de terini nes 	the 	dens i t y 	of 	mu 1 t. i p1 e 
OC e upa n cv 	deve 1() [)iHCfl I 	wli i cli 	ma v 	be 

pe ran i t I. ccl on an a 1 I o I men I 

11 
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Sube I a USC ( 1 	I VO S 	I he 	1 0 I'IflU I a e 	I o I 

Ca I eu I a I I ng 	the 	max i 1011111 	[lUmber 	of 

dwe I I i ngs 	pe i'm i S S i b I e . 	i nc I ud i ng 	any 

exist i ng 	(Iwo I I I rigs, based o ri I lie a rca ol' 

I h e a I I n I 1110 n I 	To do t  e mi i no t tie ma x I m'un 

niitiibe I. 	o I 	dwo I I I ngs 	pe mm i SS I hi C 

subs t I I u I e I he a i' en 	of 	the S Ut) j em I I i Iid 

f o r 	the 	I e 1 1 em 	'A 	in 	the a ppropr i a I e 

f o rmu I a i n 	Co I umn 2 of 	t. he 	t. a b 1 C. . 	The 

answer is eas i lv ca I cut a led. 

Clause 	9 	also provides 	the maximum 

PC rIP I s s I b I e 	den S i 1. y 	Co r a g iv en area of 

iartd. 	When it has considered the matters 

listed 	in 	clause 	8, 	a 	council 	max' 

determine 	that a 	hessel' density is more 

aopropriat.e for a particular 	development 

app Ii en I I on 

The formulae are designed so that the 
density of development decreases as the 
area of the subject land increases. 

On more 	than 3(0 liectares 	the maximum 

number of dwell ings permissible is 80 
regardless of how much larger than 310 
hectares the land area is. 

Subclause (2) states that if 	the number 

of 	permissible 	dwellings 	results 	in a 

fraction of 	one 	half 	or 	greater, 	it 

shall 	he deemed 	to const I tute one whole 

dwelling. 	I C the f rae t ion 	is less 	than 

one half, it shall not be deemed to 
cons t i t u t e a dwe 1 1 I ng and the £ rae t ion is 

ignored. 

Suhclause (3) requireS 	that 	density 	is 

also 	limited 	by an assessment of the 

accommodation needs 	for a population 

maximum at an average of four persons per 
permissible 	dwelhin. 	This 	provides 	a 

way 	to 	judge 	an app I lea t on 	wh I ch 

includes expanded dwellings. 

Clause 10 	prohibits subdivisiUllOf land as part 	of 

a mu 1 t I ph C 	occupancy development under 

I h I s p0 1 I cy 	Subc I a USe ( 2 ) Pc mm i I s m i no i' 
subdivisions for particular purposes such 

as widening 	a 	public road, 	creating a 

public 	reserve 	or 	consolidating 

a 1 to tuu'Ii I s 



[] 

C I a u so 	L 1 pro v I d ('S 	Co r 	IflU I I 	p  

d C V 0 	0 ) 110 fl t 	0 1 	0 	r 	or 	1110 1' o 	d we I I 	rigs 	t o 

ho 	a (1 V o r I i sod 	lu r 	i 	Ut) I 	I c 	0 01111111' ii I 	. 	l'Ii I 

clause 	recogn I SOS 	Ilte 	Cc I 	that 	I lie 

O flV i r o nu b 	ri t a I 	lull p a c I 	or 	I a r go r 	mu I I I p I e 

Occupancy 	developments 	is 	I ikely 	
to 	be 

grea t or 	and 	shou Id 	he 	sub joe I 	
to 	pub I i 

S C r u I I ii y . 	Pub I I c 	c omm e n I. 	c a n 	t h e n 	he 

taken 	I 1.11 0 	COflS ide ra I I on 	by 	a 	counc i I 	in 

reaching 	its 	decision. 

Clauso 	K2 ena b 1 es 	I he 	Do pal' 1111011 1 	of 	EnV 1 roriinon I 

and 	[) I ann i rig 	to 	110111 to i' 	and 	I' C V I ew 	the 

p0t iC'. 	1']iis 	is 	Ct)TiSideNd 	necesSarY 	OS 

i t 	I S 	ru o I 	k now ri 	Ii ow 	we I I 	I he 	d e ma n ri 	C o r 

mu I I j p 1 p 	00 cupa nov 	w i I I 	be 	met 	by 	I h I S 

policy. 	Any 	particular 	areas 	of 	
concern 

should 	be 	identified 	within 	2-1 	
months 

of 	its 	operation. 

Clause 	13 st)sperldS 	provisions 	of 	sect ion 	37 	01 	the 

Strata 	Titles 	Act, 	1973; 	and 	any 

agreeinefl t 	covenant 	or 	illS t rUmen t 	which 

would 	otherwise 	prevent 	multiple 

occupancy 	from 	being 	(:arriecl 	
out 	in 

accordance 	with 	(i) 	this 	p01 icy; 	and 	
(ii) 

the 	consent 	of 	the 	relevant 	council 	made 

under 	the 	Environmental 	Planning 
	and 

Assessment 	Act. 	1979 	in 	accordanCe 
	with 

this 	policy. 

SCHEDULE 	1 1 isIs 	I. tie 	I oca I 	givo riu:i 1 	Arpas 	1 o 	wti I Hi 

the 	p01 icy 	appl ICS 

SCHEDULE 2 Ii s t.s 	land 	that 	is 	rural -er 	noit-urban 	but 

is 	excluded 	from 	the 	poi icy. 

SCHEDULE 3 removes 	existing 	multiple 	
occupancy 

clauses 	from 	local 	environmental 	plans. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL pLANNiNG AND ASSSMENT ACT 1979 

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY No. 15 - 
MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY OF RURAL LAND 

HIS Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive 
Council, and in pursuance of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, has been pleased to make the State 
Environmental Planning Policy set forth hereunder in accordance 
with the recommendation made by the Minister for Planning and 
Environment. (83-10203). 

Minister for Planning 
and Environment 

Sydney, 	 1988. 

Citation 

This Policy may be cited as State Environmental Planning 
Policy No. 15 - Multiple Occupancy of Rural Land. 

Aims, objectives etc. 

The aims, objectives,, policies and strategies of this Policy 
are - 

to encourage a community based and environmentally 
sensitive approach to rural settlement; 

to enable - 

people to collectively own a single allotment of 
land and use it as their principal place of 
residence; 

the erection of multiple dwellings on the 
allotment and the sharing of facilities and 
resources to collectively manage the allotment; 
and 

the pooling of resources, particularly where low 
incomes are involved, to economically develop a 
wide range of communal rural living opportunities, 
including the construction of low cost buildings; 
and 

. 
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(c) to facilitate development, preferably in a clustered 
style - 

in a manner which both protects the environment 
and does not create a demand for the unreasonable 
or uneconomic provision of public amenities or 
public services by the State or Commonwealth 
governm ents, a council or other public 
authorities; 

in a manner which does not involve subdivision 1  
strata title or any other form of separate land 
title, and in a manner which does not involve 
separate legal rights to parts of the land through 
other means such as agreements, dealings, company 
shares, trusts or time-sharing arrangements; and 

to create opportunities for an increase in the 
rural population in areas which are suffering or 
are likely to suffer from a decline in services 
due to rural population loss. 

Land to which this Policy applies 

(1) 	Except as provided by subclause (2), this Policy 
applies to land within the cities, municipalities and shires 
specified in Schedule 1. 

(2) 	This Policy does not apply to land specified in 
Schedule 2. 

Amendment of certain environmental planning instruments 

Each environmental planning instrument specified in Column 1 
of Schedule 3 is amended by omitting the clause or matter 

- 	 specified opposite that instrument in Column 2 of that Schedule. 

interpretation 

(1) In this Policy - 

"council", in relation to the carrying out of development, 
means the council of the area in which the development 
is to be carried out; 

"dwelling" means a room or suite of rooms occupied or used, 
or so constructed or adapted as to be capable of being 
occupied or used, as a separate domicile; 

"ground level" means the level of a site before development 
is carried out on the site pursuant to this Policy; 

"height", in relation to a building, means the distance 
measured vertically from any point on the ceiling of 
the topmost floor of the building to the ground level 
immediately below that point; 

. 

10 



"home improvement area" means the area of land, not exceed-
ing 5000 square metres, around a dwelling; 

"prime crop and pasture land" means land within an area - 

identified, on a map prepared before the 
commencement of this Policy by or on behalf of the 
Director-General of Agriculture and deposited in 
an office of the Department of Agriculture, as 
Class 1, Class 2 or Class 3 or as land of merit 
for special agricultural uses; 

identified, on a map prepared after the 
conimencement of this Policy by or on behalf of 
the Director-General of Agriculture marked 
"Agricultural Land Classification Map" and 
deposited in an office of the Department of 
Agriculture, as Class 1, Class 2 or Class 3 or as 
land for special agricultural uses; or 

certified by the Director-General of Agriculture, 
and notified in writing, by or on behalf of the 
Director-General of Agriculture to the council, to 
be prime crop and pasture land for the purposes of 
this Policy; 

"the Act" means the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979. 

(2) 	For the purposes of this Policy, the council may, in 
respect of development proposed to be carried out pursuant to 
this Policy, treat 2 or more dwellings as a single dwelling if it 
is satisfied that, having regard to the sharing of any cooking or 
other facilities and any other relevant matter, the dwellings 
comprise a single household. 

Relationship to other planning instruments 

Subject to section 74(1) of the Act, in the event of an 
inconsistency between this Policy and another environmental 
planning instrument, whether made before, on or after the day on 
which this Policy takes effect, this Policy shall prevail to the 
extent of the inconsistency. 

Multiple occupancy 

(1) 	Notwithstanding any provision in an environmental 
planning instrument concerned with the use of land for the 
purposes only of a dwelling or dwellings (as the case may be) in 
rural or non-urban zones, development may, with the consent of 
the council, be carried out for the purposes of 2 or more 
dwellings on lana to which this Policy applies within such a zone 
where - 

(a) the land comprises a single allotment not subdivided 
under the Conveyancing Act 1919 or the Strata Titles 
Act 1973; 

. 
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the land has an area of not less than 10 hectares; 

the height of any building on the land does not exceed 
8 metres; 

(ci) not more than 25 per cent of the land consists of prime 
crop and pasture land; 

the part of the land land on which any dwelling is 
situated is not prime crop and pasture land; 

the development is not carried out for the purposes of 
a motel, hotel, caravan park or any other type of 
holiday, tourist or weekend residential accommodation; 

slopes in excess of 18 degrees do not occur on more 
than 80 per cent of the land; and 

the aims and objectives of this Policy are met. 

fl 

The council may consent to an application made in 
pursuance of this clause for the carrying out of development 
whether or not it may consent to an application for the carrying 
out of that development pursuant to any other environmental 
planning instrument. 

Nothing in subclause (1)(b) shall be construed as 
authorising the subdivision of land for the purpose of carrying 
out development pursuant to this Policy. 

Matters for council to consider 

8. 	(1) A council shall not consent to an application made in 
pursuance of clause 7 unless it has taken into consideration such 
of the following matters as are of relevance to the development 
the subject of that application: 

the means proposed for establishing land ownership, 
dwelling occupancy rights, environmental and community 
management will ensure the aims and objectives of this 
Policy are met; 

the area or areas proposed for erection of buildings, 
including any proposals for the clustering of 
buildings; 

the area or areas proposed for community use (other 
than areas for residential accommodation and home 
improvement areas); 

(ci) the neec for any proposed development for community use 
that is ancillary to the use of the land; 

(e) the availability and standard of public road access to 
the land; 

12 
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(I') 	the availability of a water supply to the land for 

domestic, agricultural and fire fighting purposes and, 
where a proposed water supply is from a river, creek, 
dam or other waterway, the effect upon other users of 
that water supply; 

it required by the applicant, the availability of 
electricity and telephone services; 

the availability of community facilities and services 
to meet the needs of the occupants of the land; 

U) whether adequate provision has been made for waste 
disposal from the land; 

the impact on the vegetation cover of the land and any 
measures proposed for environmental protection, site 
rehabilitation or reafforestation; 

whether the land is subject to bushlires, flooding, 
soil erosion or slip and, if so, the adequacy of any 
measures proposed to protect occupants, buildings, 
internal access roads, service installations and land 
adjoining the development from any such hazard; 

F- 

(1) the visual impact of the proposed development on the 
landscape; 

the effect of the proposed development on the present 
and potential use , including agricultural use , of the 
land and of lands in the vicinity; 

whether resources of coal, sand, gravel, petroleum or 
other mineral or extractive deposits will be sterilised 
by the proposed development; 

the effect of the proposed development on the quality 
of the water resources in the vicinity; 

any land claims by local aboriginals and the presence 
of any aboriginal relics and sites; 

whether the land has been identified by the council as 
being required for future urban or rural residential 
expansion; 

whether the development would benefit an existing 
village centre suffering from a declining population 
base or a decreasing use of the services provided in 
that centre. 

(2) The council shall not consent to an application made in 
pursuance of clause 7 for the carrying out of development on land 
for the purposes of 4 or more dwellings unless the site plan 
accompanying the application identifies - 

13 



vegetatea areas requiring environmental protection or 
areas where rehabilitation or reaf'forestation will be 
carried out; 
any part of the land which is subject to a risk of 
flooding, bush fire, landslip or erosion or any other 
physical constraint to development of the land in 
accordance with this Policy; 
any part of the land that is prime crop and pasture 
land; 

(ci) any areas of the land to be used for development other 
than for dwellings; 

(e) the source and capacity of any water supply, 
electricity, telephone and waste disposal systenls for 
the dwellings; and 

U) the proposea access from a public road to the area or 
areas in which the dwellings are to be situated. 

Density of development 

9. 	(1) 	Subject to subclause (2), a council shall not consent 
to an application made in pursuance of clause 7 for the carrying 
out of aevelopment on land unless the number of proposed 
dwellings on the land, together with any existing dwellings on 
the land, does not exceed the number calculated in accordance 
with the formula specified in Column 2 of the Table to this 
clause opposite the area of the land specified in Column 1 of 
that Table. 

(2) If the number calculated in accordance with the formula 
as referred to in subelause (1) includes a fraction, the number 
shall oe rounded up to the nearest whole number in the case of a 
fraction of one-halt' or more or rounded down to the nearest whole 
number in the case of a traction of less than one-half. 

TABLE 

Column 1 	 Column 2 

Area of land 	 Number of dwellings where 
A represents the area of 
the land the subject of the 
application (measured in 
hectares) 

Not less than 10 hectares but 	4 + (A - 10) 
not more than 210 hectares 	 4 

More than 210 liectares but 	54 + ( _- 210) 
not more than 360 hectares 	 6 

More than 360 hectares 	 80 

. 
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(3) 	Even if the number of proposed dwellings on land the 
subject of an application made in pursuance of clause 7 together 
with any existing dwellings on the land does not exceed the 
maximum number of dwellings permitted by subclause (1), the 
council shall not consent to the application if those dwellings 
are so designed that they could, in the opinion of the council, 
reasonably accommodate in total more people than the number 
calculated by multiplying that maximum number of dwellings by 4. 

Subdivision prohibited 

	

10. (1) 	Where development is carried out on land pursuant to 
this Policy, the issue of a council clerk's certificate under the 
Local Government Act 1919, or of a council's certificate under 
the Strata Titles Act 1973, required for the subdivision of the 
land is prohibited. 

	

(2) 	Subclause (1) does not apply with respect to the 
subdivision of land for the purpose of - 

widening a public road; 

making an adjustment to a boundary between allotments, 
being an adjustment that does not involve the creation 
of any additional allotment; 

rectifying an encroachment upon an allotment; 

creating a public reserve; 

consolidating allotments; or 

excising from an allotment land which is, or is 
intended to be, used for public purposes, including 
drainage purposes, bush fire brigade or other rescue 
service purposes or public conveniences. 

Advertised develop meat 

(1) This clause applies to developmeñi to be carried out 
pursuant to a consent referred to in clause 7, being development 
for the purposes of 4 or more dwellings (whether existing or 
proposed dwellings). 

(2) Pursuant to section 30(4) of the Act, the provisions of 
sections 84, 85, 86, 87(1) and 90 of the Act apply to and in 
respect of development to which this clause applies in the same 
manner as those provisions apply to and in respect of designated 
development. 

Monitoring of applications 

Where a council receives an application made in pursuance of 
clause 7, the council shall, within 30 days of determining the 
application, forward a copy of the application to the Secretary 
together with a copy of the notice of the determination of the 
application. 
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Suspension of certain laws 

13. (1) For the purpose of enabling development to be carried 
out in accordance with this Policy or in accordance with a 
consent granted under the Act in relation to development carried 
out in accordance with this Policy - 

section 37 of the Strata Titles Act 1973; and 

any agreement, covenant or instrument imposing 
restrictions as to the erection or use of buildings for 
certain purposes or as to the use of land for certain 
purposes, 

to the extent necessary to serve that purpose, shall not apply to 
the development. 

(2) Pursuant to section 28 of the Act, before the making of 
this clause - 

the Governor approved of subclause (1); and 

the Minister for the time being administering the 
provisions of the Strata Titles Act 1973 referred to 
in subclause (1) concurred in writing in the 
recommendation for the approval of the Governor of that 
sub clause. 

S 
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SCHEDULE 1 

(Cl. 3) 

Arm idale Kyogle 
Ballina Lake Macquarie 
Barraba Lism ore 
Bathurst Maclean 
Bega Valley Manilla 
Bellingen Merriwa 
Bingara Mudgee 
Blayney Muiwaree 
Bombala Murrurundi 
Byron Muswellbrook 
Casino Nambucca 
City of Greater Cessnock Nundle 
City of Greater Lithgow Nymboida 
City of Maitland Oberon 
City of Shoalhaven Orange 
Coffs Harbour Parry 
Cooma-Monaro Port Stephens 
Copmanhurst Quirindi 
Dumaresq Richmond River 
Dungog Rylstone 
Eurobodalla Scone 
Evans Severn 
Glen Innes Singleton 
Gloucester Tallaganda 
Goulburn Tamworth 
Grafton Tenterfield 
Great Lakes Tweed 
Greater Taree Ulmarra 
Guyra Urfla 
Hastings Walcha 
inverell W ing ec ar r ib e e 
Kempsey Yallaroi 
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SCHEDULE 2 

(Cl. 3) 

Land which is a national park, historic site, nature reserve, 
Aboriginal area, state recreation area, protected 
archaeological area or game reserve within the meaning of 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

Land which is a reserve within the meaning of Part IIIB of the 
Crown Lands Consolidation Act 1913 or which is vacant land 
within the meaning of that Act. 

Land which is subject to the Western Lands Act 1901. 

Land which is a State forest, flora reserve or timber reserve 
within the meaning of the Forestry Act 1916. 

Land which, under an environmental planning instrument, is within 
an area or zone (within the meaning of that instrument) 
identified in that instrument by the description - 

Coastal lands acquisition; 

Coastal lands protection; 

Conservation; 

Escarpment; 

Environment protection; 

Environmental protection; 

Open space; 

Rural environm ental protection; 

Scenic; 

Scenic protection; 

Water catchment; 

(1) 	Proposed national park, 

or identified in that instrument by a word or words cognate with 
any word or words used in paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), 
(g), (h), (i),. (j), (k) or (1) or by a description including a 
worn or words so used and any other word or words. 

"I] 



SCHEDULE 3 

(Cl. 4) 

COLUMN I 	 COLUMN 2 

Environmental Planning instrument 	Clause or Matter 

interim Development Order No. 40 - 15, 	16(3) 	and Schedule 6 

Lism ore 

Interim Development Oraer No. 2 - 23 
Shire of Bibbenluke 

Interim Development Order No. 80 - 24A 
Shire of Cofis Harbour 

Interim Development Oroer No. 1 - 28, 29, 30 ano Schedule 5 

Shire of Evans 

Interim Development Order No. 1 - 13A 
Shire of Severn 

interim Development Order No. 1 - 13A and 138(3) 

Shire of Terania 

interim Development Oraer No. 1 	- 13A 
Shire of Ulmarra 

interim Development Order No. 2 - The matter in Column I of 
Shire of Wingecarribee the 	Table 	to 	clause 	66 

relating 	to 	Portions 	26, 
27 	and 	28, 	Parish 	of 
Bundanoon, 	Penrose 	and 
the 	matter 	specified 
opposite 	thereto 	in 
Column Ii of that Table 

interim Development Order No. I - 138 
Shire of Woodburn 

interim Development Order No. 1 - 118 and Schedule 8 
Shire of Byron 

Gloucester Local Environmental 18 
Plan No. 4 

Great Lakes Local Environmental 12 
Plan No. 	28 

Nyrriboina Local 	Environmental 12 and 	15 
Plan 	l86 

Orange Local Environmental 29 
Plan No. 	11 

C 
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Schedule 3 (Continued) 

COLUMN I 	 COLUMN 2 

Environmental Planning Instrument 	Clause or Matter 

Wing ecarribee Local Environmental 	Schedule 7 to clause 42 
Plan No. 55 	 relating to Portions 4, 

45 and 48 Clemens Road, 
Jellore. 

Tweed Local Environmental Plan 	34 
1987 

Hastings Local Environm ental 	 29 
Plan li87 

Nambucca Local Environmental 	16A 
Plan 1986 
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r;EGISTRATION$  

THE PARTICIPATION FEE FOR THE 3 DAYS IS $15 PER ADULT OR $7 PER DAY. 

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THOSE UNDER 18 YEARS OF ACE. 

THERE WILL BE NO ADDTTIONAL CHARGE FOR ANY OF THE WEEKENDS EVENTS WITH 

THE EXCEPTION OF THE DANCE ON SUNDAY NIGHT. A ADMISSION FEE OF $4 WILL BE 

BE CHARGED THOSE WHO WISH TO ATTEND. 

FEES WILL BE COLLECTED AT BOTH THE NIMBIN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE AND THE 

NIMBIN TOWN HALL. UPON REGISTERING YOU WILL RECEIVE A TAG THAT WILL 

INDICATE THAT YOU HAVE REGISTERED. PLEASE WEAR THIS PROMINENTLY SO 

IT WILL BE OBViOUS TO ORGANISERS. 

Persons and community members who registered and paid for the February 
1990 "Celebration" that was flooded out will receive free entry. Please 
go to the registration desk to receive a tag. 



Lif estyle views 
to be discussed 
The Pan-Community 

Council (Pan-Corn), an 
umbrella organisation for 
land-sharing communi-
ties in Northern New 
South Wales, is holding a 
three day 'celebration of 
sustainable lifestyles', 
this long weekend. - 

A spokswomafl for l'an-
Corn. Diana Roberts. said 
the gathering aimed to 
bring people together in a 
stimulating and friendly en-
vironment to discuss ideas 
on sustainable lifestyles. 

Ms Roberts said work-
shop topics included how to 
'think globally and act lo-
cally'. effective use of the 
media. appropriate waste 
treatment for out-of-town- 

I 
ers, conflict resolution, or- 
ganic food growing and 
marketing, sexual politics. 
and Perniaculture. 

Ms Roberts said the cele-
bration also would include 
a tour of Tuntable Falls 
community, one of the otd-
est land-sharing communi-
lies on the North Coast. 

"On Saturday the Nim 
bin Environment Centre 
will hold a night of story 
tclling and entertainment t 
retell some of Niiubin's col 

ourtul history. Ms Roberts 
said. 

"There will be stories 
fromn the Bundjalung people 
together with the retelling 
of the 1973 Aquarius Festi-
val, the Terania Creek and 
Nightcap Forest struggles, 
and songs and stories trac- 

ingthe e;olution of the 
area's communities.' 

Among the speakers at 
the workshops will be Lis-
more City Council's cxecu' 
live manaer, environmen-
tal and development 
services. Mr Phil Dennis-
ton, radio journalists Phil 
Hurst an Yvette Stein-
hauer, sixial activist Dr 
Helen Cadicott. permacul-
ture designers Jude and 
Michel Fanton, performer 
and artist Benny Zable 
(who paiited the Nimbin 
shop murals), secretary of 
the North Coast Ethical 
Credit Union. Simon 
Clough, and solar power 
and waste management ex-
pert. l)r Stuart White. 

Ms Roberts said that 

charges xould be $15 for 
- the three days or $7 a day. 

Registrations can be made 
at the Nimbin Neighbour-
hood Centre and camping is 

- available.  
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TELEPHONES 

ADMINISTRATION 21 1501 

ENGINEERING 21 1499 

(TNVIRONMEN r AND DEVELOPMENT 21 1479 

wa/WkInh.'i, 

2:f7WflT, j1t 
P0 BOX 235. 

LISMORE 2480 

DX 7761 

FAX (066) 21 9094 

(066)22 1592 

RE UoUrLsSCV TI) 

GENERAL MANAGER'TOWN CLERIT 

MN  
1701-45 

Mr Norris 
ContAct 

FOR FURTHER ENQuIRIES 

September 28, 1990 

Mr M. Shegog, 
Co-ordinator P.A.N. Community Council, 
P.O. Box 102, 

	

NIMBIN. 	N.S.W. 	2480 

Dear Sir, 

CELEBRATION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES 
29/9/90 — 1/10/90 — NIMBIN 

Reference is made to your letter of 12th of September, 1990, and 24th of 
September, 1990, requesting consent for the above mentioned event. 

In view of the proposal outlined and following discussions with 
Council's Officers, approval is given in accordance with the following 
conditions: 

A daily garbage collection service be arranged by the 
Celebration Co-ordinators and disposed at Nimbin tip. Such a 
service is to be provided to the Department of Education 
grounds as well as the Cullen Street service bins. All refuse 
is to be removed from all sites used in association with the 
festival no litter  than 2nd of October, 1990. 

All food operations are required to be in accordance with 
Council's Market Food Stall Code. 

All temporary structures created on both Rothwells land, Cullen 
Street, and Nimbin Central School property are to be removed 
before the 3rd of October, 1990. 

This consent is only valid for the celebration duration 29th of 
September, 1990, to the 1st of October, 1990. 



-2- 

Should you wish to clarify any of the abovementioned items please 
contact Mr M. Norris of Council's Environment and Development Services 
Division, Magellan Street, Lisiore. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Z~, --, k ~ 
(T.J. Doherty) 
Chief Health and Building Surveyor 
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A ll clay tflere will be a volleyball competition happening. Come on 
your own or aR pdrt of a tcam 

There will be no entry fee to play in the volleyball competition on 
Sunday. There will also be kids' volleyball games. The competition 
will run for the full day but there are other things planned for those pAN-001-11-1'JNIT1 
who are not volleyball enthusiasts and who don't want to watch. There C.OIJN( L 
will be prizes for the winning teams. 	 pO. BwK 102 

NflMBN Z180 
OTE N 710 ~ LL LMJ k 	 oc s' 

dt&UJ(1'f JO £F'btCr(J& GUPS 1CLUBS 	T161 1'(ctc U( T~F jk#cp  

( 

40 



Ii 5AT. u '  R 
10 - 

A 	 AA I I ) I 	 I 	 I 	 I 

SULKY RIDES 	* ART EXHIBITION 	 * CANDLE MAF< 
(Paintings, Wood Carvings & 

LESSONS 	Wearable Art) 	 * LUCKY DIP 

DISPLAY 	 * CRAFTS, CLOTHING, TOYS 	* MERRY-GO1 



June 30, 1990 

Nimbin Community School, 
Cuilen Street., 
Nimbin 	2480. 

Dear Friends, 

The Pan-Community Council is organising a "Celebration of Sustainable 
Lifestyles" Gathering to be held in Nimbin on September 29, 30, and 
October 1, 1990. The Gathering is for members of land-sharing 
communities, those interested in the lifestyles and other rural 
dwellers and aims to bring together people in a stimulating, enjoyable 
and friendly environment and to provide participants with ideas and 
information. The program for the 3 days consists of quest speakers, 
workshops, kids' activities, a volleyball competition, a dance, 
camping and other activities. 

As part of the weekend we will be arranging special activities for 
kids of all ages which we plan to hold in the Tomato Sauce Building. 
In addition, we would like to offer parents the opportunity of leaving 
their children in a safe, supervised environment for parts of the 
weekend. It is for this reason we are writing to you. We would 
appreciate being able to have access to the Community School or at 
least part of it du,ing this weekend as a venue for childcare. It 
is not our intention to offer childcare for the whole weekend but 
mainly when workshops are being held. If you are open to us using 
the school premises we will ensure the children are supervised 
whilst they are there and we are happy to discuss any concerns or 
questions you may have. 

We hope you will view our request favourably, 
Regards, 

Diana Roberts 
Ph. 891 529 (w) 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

31st August, 1990 

Dear 

Thank you for agreeing to participate in our Gathering planned for 
September 29 & 30 and October 1st. Your input will be very much 
appreciated. For your information we have enclosed details of the 
weekend's activities and an outline of workshop options and times. 

If you have any problems with any part of the program or would like 
to suggest changes please let me know by writing to the above address 
or phoning (066) 891 529. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Gathering. 
Regards, 

Diana Roberts 
Co-ordinator 
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___ ML-d 
3rd Floor, 46-54 Foster Street, Surry Hills N.S.W. 2010. Phone: (02) 281 3784. Fax: (02) 281 4154. 

a 

2/1L 4fAISJ 

Dear // ff 

Thank you for submitting your article for our consideration. As 
we are unable to publish it in the near f'iture I am returning it to 
you, in the hope that you will be able to have it published 
e 1 sew here. 

All the best with your future work and thank you for thinking of 
Simply Living. 

Kind Regards 

/C 

/ Samantha Trenoweth 

IV 
	Editor 

- 

Simply Living is published by Otter Publications Pty. Ltd. 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

10 July 1990. 
The Editor-in-Chief, 
Mr. Richard Jones, 
P0 Box 124, 
Terrey Hills 2084, 
N. SW. 

Dear Sir, 

I write both to introduce the Pan-Community Council to you, and to submit 
the enclosed article relating to our Festival of Sustainable Lifestyles. 
Our organisation enjoys the support of most land-sharing communities on 
the North Coast, and is dedicated to promoting the philosophy of land-
sharing and the benefits of a low-impact lifestyle. We are a non-profit 
organisation, staffed by volunteers who co-ordinate meetings on various 
member communities, deal with complaints and difficulties with local and 
State government, and who also publish a monthly news-letter, 'Land-Sharinc 
'News'. 

Whilst the Pan-Community Council is certainly financial, our coffers don't 
exactly overflow, and for this reason we seek your good offices in regard 
to publication of the enclosed article. We would dearly love to be able 
to place a full-page advertisement in your excellent magazine, funds, 
or rather the lack of, preclude this possibility. 

I trust that the article meets with your guidelines, and that you find 
both the space and the faith to include it in the next issue of 'Simply 
'Living'. The title of your magazine expresses the intent of our Council 
perfectly, and is read by most of our membership. I look forward to your 
reply, and take this opportunity to thank you in anticipation of your 
assistance. 

Yrs 

Mr. H. Neville. 
End. 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

LAND SHARING COMMUNITIES; 

The cutting-edge of conservation. 

The popular press calls them 'Communes',the government has labelled them 

'Multiple Occupancies', but the people living the life-style prefer 

'Community'. More specfically, 'Land Sharing Community, a title which 

expresses the intent of the life-style, the sharing of land. The land-

sharing movement began in Australia in 1973, at Tuntable Falls near Nimbin 

Since then, many hardships have been overcome by people seeking a simple 

way of life, goals have been re-defined, philosophies have evolved. 

Community life on the North Coast of New South Wales is as diverse as 

the folk living on communities, but at the base of every community, whethe 

intentional or not, is the sharing of land, through group ownership. 

This form of land use is certainly nothing new, ever since the human 

species settled into an agricultural existence, land has been held in 

common. More than any other concept, private ownership of land, 

particularly rural land, has been responsible for devastation and 

degradation of our natural resources. Common ownership of land is the 

first step towards developing a sense of stewardship towards our environ-

ment, and this factor is also a strong influence within land-sharing 

communities. 

In June of 1988, while most of Australia celebrated 200 years of soil 

loss and de-forestation, an organisation called Pan-Community Council 

came into existence as a result of Public Meetings held around Nimbin. 

In September of the same year, Pan-Corn, as the body has come to be known, 

held a Spring Festival on rural land adjacent to two land-sharing 

communities, ending the three-day event with 23 member communities. 



PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

(2) 

Membership has now grown to represent over forty communities, and Pan-

Corn has been very active at the political level, even becoming involved 

in Helen Caldicott's recent attempt to gain a Federal seat. This 

political involvement is on-going, and is necessary because governments 

at all levels continue to frustrate residents of land-sharing communities. 

The first two years of Pan-Corn's life was given over to mainly political 

issues, the attempt by local councils to ban land-sharing, the demolition 

of a member's home, and other matters. However, the members of Pan-Corn 

feel that the time is ripe to celebrate their unique life-style, and are 

planning a second Spring Festival. This Festival is to be held in Nimbin 

over the long week-end of September 29th/30th and the 1st of October. 

Billed as a 'Celebration of Sustainable Lifestyles', the gathering will 

give members of land-sharing communities the opportunity to decide future 

directions for the land-sharing movement on the North Coast of N.S.W. 

The choice of the title "Sustainable" was concious, as there is a great 

deal of debate within the wider community as to what the word actually 

means. Members of Pan-Corn feel that sustainability in land use is 

achieved when input to the Earth at least balances or preferably sl.ightly 

exceeds output. A view shared by many people interested in some kind of 

future for their children. 

The programme for the September festival includes workshops and group 

discussions on many subjects of interest not only to people living on 

land-sharing communities, but to anyone with an interest in a sustainable 

future. Accomodation for the three day event is being co-ordinated by 



.. 

PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

(3) 

Pan-Corn, and will include the choice of either camping in Nimbin itself, 

billeting on member communities, or more conventional tourist accomoda-

tion. Pan-Corn urges anyone wishing to attend the festival to allow some 

extra time to view some of the unique features of Nimbin, as the Village 

will be turning on its' best. The Nimbin Show is held on the week-end 

preceding the Pan-Corn festival, so the entire last week of September will 

be busy around this picturesque village. If you are interested in alter -

iative energy, building, politics, conflict resolution, agriculture, 

.iaste disposal, education, forestry or other related fields, then you 

could do no better than to attend the Celebration of Sustainable Life-

styles. More information can be obtained by writing to the Pan Community 

Council, Post Office box 102 in Nimbin. 



June 30, 1990 

The Secretary, 

Nimbin & District Progress Association, 

c/- Barjuma. 

Lillian Rock Road, 

Nimbin 	2480 

Dear Progress Association Members, 

This is to Advise you that the Pan-Community Council is 

organising a Celebration of Sustainable Lifestyles for members 

of land-sharing communities, those interested in the lifestyles 

amd other rural dwellers. The aims of the gathering are to 

bring together people in a stimulating, enjoyable and friendly 

environment and to provide participants with ideas and infor-

mation. The gathering will be held in Nimbin on September 29, 

30 and October 1, 1990. 

The program for the 3 days consists of guest speakers, workshops, 

kids' activities, a volleyball competition, a dance, camping and 

other activities. If anyone would like to participate or wishes 

further information please contact us in writing or ring myself 

on 891 529 or Mike Shegog on 897 321. 

Regards, 

Diana Roberts 



June 30, 1990 

The President, 

Nimbin Chamber of Commerce, 

C! -  P.O. 

Nimbin 	2480 

1)ear Chamber of Commerce members, 

This is to advise you that the Pan-Community Council is 

organising a Celebration of Sustainable Lifestyles for members 

of land-sharing communities, those interested in the lifestyles 

and other rural dwellers. The aims of the gathering are to 

bring together people in a stimulating, enjoyable and friendly 

environment and to provide participants with ideas and infor-

mation. The gathering will be held in Nimbin on September 29, 

30 and October 1, 1990. 

The program for the 3 days consists of guest speakers, workshops, 

kids' activities, a volleyball competition, a dance, camping and 

other activities. If anyone would like to participate or wishes 

further information please contact us in writing or ring myself 

on 891 529 or Mike Shegog on 897 321. 

Regards, 

Diana Roberts 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

Dear ........ 

Thank you very much for your advance registration and 
fees for the Celebration. of Sustainable Lifestyles Gathering. 

When you arrive, would you please go to the registration desk to receive 

your official attendance tags. Enclosed, is the proposed program and other 
information. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Ohannon, BYO utensils, seating and 
musical instruments etc. 	A 



22nd Janu 

PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

PRESS RELEASE 

DR. HELEN CALDICOTT TO OPEN "CELEBRATION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES" 

The Pan-Community Council (Pan-Corn), an umbrella organisation for land-sharing 
communities in northern N.S.W. is holding a weekend "Celebration of Sustainable 
Lifestyles" on February 3rd and 4th, 1990. The Gathering to be held at Coronation 
Park, The Channon, will be officially opened by Dr. Helen Caldicott, long-time peace 
and environment activist of world-renown who is living permanently in this area. 

The "Celebration of Sustainable Lifestyles" has been organised by Pan-Corn for 
members of land-sharing communities, those interested in sustainable lifestyles and 
other rural dwellers. The aim of the Gathering is to bring people together in a 
stimulating, enjoyable and friendly environment in order to promote the free 
exchange of ideas and information. 

Other guest speakers include Ms. Robyn Francis, editor of Permaculture International, 

and Mr. Kevin Childs, Deputy President of Bellingen Shire Council. 

Throughout the weekend workshops will be conducted by a variety of people with 
expertise in specific areas. Workshop topics include: 

* Effective political representation 
* Environmental issues - organic growing and marketing, seedsaving, alternative 

energy systems, composting toilets, sustainable bio-systems 
* Creation of sustainable economic systems and employment 
* Formation of land-sharing communities 
* Dealing with bureaucracies 
* Personal empowerment 
* Bamboo - its uses and economic potential 
* Effective use of the media. 

Throughout the weekend there will also be activities for kids, entertainment and 
food available. 

On the Saturday night a concert will be held at The Channon Hall featuring many 
local artists. 

For further information contact Diana Roberts, c/- Mike Shegog Ph. (066) 897 321. 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

A ll k kATION F WTAI NA~L LIFOTYL 
The flanomauni Ly dnuiici I. is hulding a qLIioii; n or 

commLln:Lties and those in I.eresLnri in  Lhn I.:LInSL.LcS ci L 

Channon (nr. Niribin) on February 3r( nd a , 

i.iiiLioro oV.Lund—shciring 
The LI icinriorl tival, The 

- ; 	I\part f'rom being a vor;JHri'u). oppcJrLuiLL Ly [ui 	1H 	i pi; L.:Li ui 	I 

stimulating and friendly atiriosphere pcirLicipc.nLs will hr ptijvidud viiLli loLa of 

ideas and information. of Lhe waeIcrid wilL be diuvoLori to workshops led by 

people with skills in SpeCific cirorls • Those vj:i. ii. inc1.iUr 

Development of lend—shoring comIiunit:Lcs ; Linjanic Growii ip; Pni'mocu.L LuroL)csign; 

f\lternaLive Energy Oources; Composting To:i.LeLs; Teenage Kids oh Communities; 
Green Politics; Cmpciigns for Local Government E:LocL-iuns; Employment Creation; 

AltornciLive Eluilding LIa Lerials; fluilding -with Canibro; Cuiimtini Lies and the Law; 
Ethical InveaLment; Ooil Conversation cind inu:ny more. There will also be ci few 
guest speekers 

In addition thoro iv:i. Li be octivi. L:icu pi.uv1Li0U 1 u: ui.'.iu, Ius:Lc, [iiii 	Ten L 
flestaLirant-  (Creak Eus b, lunch and dinner) and in[1Jriiia Lion sLu].ls. 

The GaLhering will ha 'on ro:i.n or shine and Lhro coaLs arc as follows: 

' . ;'10 per oduJW who rcgisLnrs bororo January 10. 
• 10 per adult aL the gaLe. 
V100 per communiti if paid before Jin'ary 12 Th i s will allow multiple entrants 

from the community haL comnunitios are coiccd to uciviso the riuiibor of poopie 
a tending when they :cegisLer. 
Kids under 16 are Free 

Oiernight camping :Ln evci:LLthile ' 	::o par until; :ai nirj 	'.tt0 LI n.e nrr2 a Lao ci 

couple oF hot showcu:c. 

Gring your ins Lruments, bring your own sea Lirig, crao :ury arid cuLiory. Leave yot' 
pets at home and no alcohol. 	Ci.s-ir -- ? LI to .cickrui rj 'Ghorr will h :L:Lve music. 

To register ploaso v'rii;e enclosing money S notails be Iari4ouiuiunity Council, 
P.O . [ioi 102, Niiubin 2-IOU. P lease scri'J ci a Lcui pod , a sIrcioU oriuciopo. For more 
infonuoW-lon you can ring (066) CD? 321 or,  (01i6) OD1 102 (ociLurdays, 10 - 2pm only). 
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Return before 12th JanuarY 1990. 

I/we wish to register for the Ce] 

to be held at the Chan.nofl Market 

1990. Enclosed please find COStS 

T) 	rr • c'' L,ra1Ofl  

FORI1. 

Post to; Pan CoinmitY CoC1l 

20 Box 102, 

Nimbin 2480. 

ebration of AlternatiVe Lifestyles 

site on the 3rd. and 4th of February 

to cover my registration, being for; 

Name: . 

Community Registration ($100.00) •.... Name 
jiumber 	...........• 

In addition, I am interested in being involved as an active participali 

in the following; 

Workshop Co_ordinatiOrp Speci.t'y type 

Kids' Activities. 

AdministratiP. 

Pan Coin Stall. 

Other Stall. 	 .... 

T i r1 A i d  

Gate Keeping. 

OtlierActivitX. 	0...SpeciiytYPe 

Additional Information: 

******************** X**** **** ** A X.  A * * A * A A * * AX * ** * A AX A- AX * A * A * A A 

If not claimed within (7) days 
return to 10 Box 102 flhinhi.n 210 
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TELEPHONES 	 P.O BOX23A. 

ADMINISTRATION 21 1501 	 LISMORE. 2490 

ENGINEERING 21 1499 	 DX 7761 

PLANNING 21 1497. 21 1523 	 FAX 1066121 9094 

HEALTH AND BUILDING 21 1479 

CO:u,CAONS TO 

GENERAL MANAGER tOWN CLERK 

	 CONTACT FOR 

F TJ 	 r ry 

R 1P/hjJ1'/897 477/P1-1-1 5,'P1-6 	 10th November, 1989 

Ms. Diana Roberts, 
Pan-Corn Co-Ordinator, 
P.O. Box 102, 
NINBIN. 	2480. 

	

XC,T* - vjXJ 	J:kw 

- 	
- 

- 	 '- 

- 	
LJ 

Dear Madam, 

Reference is made to your letter seeking permission to use the area 
surrounding The Channon Oval on the 3rd February, 1990, for the conduct of a 
weekend festival for people who live rurally and a seminar/workshops on 
aspects concerning multiple occupancies. 

Approval has been granted subject to the following conditions being 
adhered to:- 

Hours of operation be between 9:00 am. to 12:00 (midnight); 
Camping is prohibited within Coronation Park; 
Approval is issued for the 3rd and 4th February, 1990. 
Documentary evidence of the organisations public liability insurance is 
to be supplied to Council; 
There be no undue noise; 
Scale of fees - $70 per day; 
The taking of intoxicating liquor into and the consumption of 
intoxicating liquor is prohibited in Coronation Park. Written 
applications for special functions will be considered by Council in 
conjunction with the Police Department; 
Open fires are prohibited. 

Should you wish to confirm the bookings, or have any enquiries 
regarding these cnditions, please contact Mr. Paul Parry on (066) 21 1423. 

Yours faithfully, 

(P. T. Muldoon) 
GENERAL NANGER/rOThJ CLERK 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

A 4L40ATION r WTA INA 	LIFOT YUS 
The :nnmun/ tiu.ncil i5 ho1cin 	OE. harino 	.!roof lenü—shring 
communities and thOse in:erested in the JifesyLs 	Th hennon Lival, The 
Channon (nr. Nimbin) on February 3rd and 41th, IE0. 

Apart from being a wonderful opportunity for people to get together in a 
stimulating and friendly atmosphere participants will be provided with lots of 
ideas and information. Part of the weekend will be devoted to workshops led by 
people with skills in specific areas. These will include 
Development of land—sharing communities; Organic Growing; Permaculture Design; 
Alternative Energy Sources; Composting Toilets; Teenage Kids oh Communities; 
Green Politics; Campaigns for Local Government Elections; Employment Creation; 
Alternative Building aterials; Building with Bamboo; Communities and the Law; 
Ethical Investment; Soil Conversation and many more. There will also be a few 
guest speakers. 

In addition there will be activities jovided for kids, music, Tim's Tent 
Restaurant (Breakfast, lunch and dinner) and information stalls, 

The Gathering will be om rain or shine and the costs are as follows: 

aio per adult who registers before January 12. 
t15 per adult at the gate. 
fl100 per community if paid before January 12, This will allow multiple entrants 
from the community but communities are asked to advise the number of people 
attending when they register. 
Kids under 16 are free. 

Overnight camping is available at 33 per adult per night and there are also a 
couple of hot showers. 

Bring your instruments, bring your own seating, crockery and cutlery. Leave your 
pets at boric anc no alcohol, 	0u'inrj the '.ackcnd there will he live music, 

I reci ster ploaaienc.og money 	:tails to an-ommunity Council, 
P.O. toa 102, Nimbin 2460. Please send a stamped, aciressed envelope. For more 
infnroetion you can ring coos) 0E!7 321 or (nsa) 101 02 (turteys, 10 - 1pm only). 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

/\ cELFE3Ff\TIDrJ DF ELJST/\Il\Jf\13LE LIFFST'VLES 

This Celebration of Sustainable Ufestyles has been organised by the Pari-Comrr1ity 
Council, for members of land-sharing communities, those interested in the lifestyles 
and other rural dwellers. The aims of the gathering are to bring together people 
in a stimulating, enjoyable and friendly environment and to provide participants with 
ideas and information. If you would like to know more about Pan-Corn or would like 
to subscribe to our newsletter ($20.- p.a.) please enquire at our information stall. 

WF-lPT'S Fl 	FEI\JIPSJG7 

RE[3131 RATION: All those attendinci part or all df the weekend are required to 
register and will receive an official attendance tag. The registration desk is situated 
next to the Pan-Corn Information stall. The cost is $15.- per adult for the week-end 
$10.- per day. Please attend to this on arrival. 

PROGRAM: see attached 

CAMPING: Space has been made available for camping with vehicle access next to 
the Channon 0 val. It is at the rear of the car-parking area. There are two toilets 
and two showers with continuous hot water for CAMPERS ONtY. The camping fee is 
$3.- per adult per night. Children free. This fee is charged by the landowner who 
requests the following; 

No dogs in the camping-ground. 
Only one central campfire 
Please don't light individual campfires - a BBQ will be available. 
Swiming in the creek is fine but please DON'T USE SOAP. 
Please don't leave any rubbish! 

FOOD: All meals provided by Tim's Tent kitchen starting with breakfast from 7 a.m. 
Ample choice for very reasonable prices. There is also a tea, coffee and cake stall 
run by Pan-Corn. 

FIRST AID: First Aid is a vailable at the Pan-Corn Information stall. 

COUNCIL REGulATIONS 
No dogs. No alcohol. Don't litter. 
(For your information there will be a cricket match on the Oval during Sunday so 
please ensure no-one goes onto the oval.) 

WHAT'S ON? 

A program is attached. A Pan-Corn stall has been set up to provide people with detailed 
information concerning the program and workshop venues. Announcements will also 
be made over the P.A. system so keep an ear tuned in. 

F3ODHI FARM TOUR 
Bodhi Farm is a community off Wallace Rd., The Channon who have kindly offered 
to open their community to visitors on Sunday afternoon from 2 until 5.p.m., including 
afternoon tea. Bodhi Farm is a long-established community and is a very interesting 
and beautiful place to visit. Things to see and talk about include:- 
1. A complete alternative energy set up including a hydro scheme, pelton wheel, 



solar panels, etc. (If this is what you want to see, allow your whole visit for it as 
there won't be enough time to see other things). 

A wide range of building materials and house designs plus composting toilets in 
action! 
An extensive, long-term land-management plan including gardens, agricultu re 

and forest develop ment. 
An opportunity to talk to residents about how they organise their community 

and the social aspects of living on a community. 

Bodhi Farm have requeste d that numbers of visitors be available by Saturday night. 
If you wish to visit, please leave your name and info about wha t you want to see 
at the Pan-Com stall by 6.00 p.m. on Saturday. In addition we will try to organise 
transport as there is only limited parking available at Bodhi Farm. 

KID 5' ACTIVITIES 
Activities for kids will be available (acrobatics, face-painting, trampolining, paddling 
pools) throughout the weekend based around the kids' play area. 
DRAMA WORKSHOPS: On Saturday and Sunday whilst workshops are underway, Mike 
Russo, an experienced drama teacher from Lismore will be conducting kids' drama 
workshops for children 8 years and up. Interested kids are to gather at the kids' 
play area 10.30 Sat. morning; 2.45 Saturday afternoon and 9.15 on Sunday morning. 
There will be a maximum of 20 kids per workshop. 

Permaculture 
productivity 

on the agenda 
Using permacutture tech-

niques a 200-house subdii-
sion on 29 hectares has been 
able to produce more food 
than when the area was used 
as a market garden. 

Instead of a parks and 
gardens department, the 
subdivision has an agricul-
tural committee which 
looks after the area, the di-
rector of Perniaculture In-
ternational Ltd and presi-
dent of the Earthbank 
Society, Ms Robyn Francis, 
said. 

They have planted fruit 
and nut trees along cycle 
and roadways and land 
with agricultural value is 
managed by the people to 
make a living, she said. 

Ms Francis, who is about 
to start a 13-day permacul-
ture course on the Northern 
Rivers, said Australians 
were turning to permacul-
ture technioues.  

for regional planning that 
will ensure a clean environ-
ment, meaningful employ-
ment and •a resilient local 
economy. 

"Permaculture design is 
sustainable development, an 
interdisciplinary approach 
that combines ecology, ge-
ography, environmental sci-
ence practices with the 
facts of modern scientific 
research," she said. 

"Our future depends up-
on an awareness of how to 
use this information in the 
planning process. 

"We need sane land de-
velopment." 

Ms Francis said the in-
troduction of the Commu-
nity Titles Act could 
change the way land was 
used in a subdivision. 

"Developers have, to ana-
lyse the !and as a whole," 
she said. 

"Tree stands, water 
courses and agricultural 
land has to be protected 
from development and be-
come common land on the 
property deed." 

The course is to be held 
at the Life Resources Ex-
change Centre in Lismore 
from today. 

It will cover basic ecolo-
gy ,  housing, sustainable ag-
riculture, 'bioregional' plan-
ning, waste and sewage 
management, appropriate 
technology, ethical invest-
ments and community eco-
nomics. 

She said trends in Eu-
rope and North America 
showed that more profes-
sional groups such as law-
yers, town planners and 
property developers were 
using permaculture tech-
niques to create a better liv-
ing environment. 

Ms Francis, who has lec-
tured and consulted on sus-
tainable development and 
planning in the United 
States, Europe, India and 
Australia, believes that per-
maculture design is the key 
to developing a blueprint 



EELEE3F\TIDI\J DE SLJST/\IF\JPI3LE LIFEBTVLES 

WDFI-SF--1DP DFTIDI"JS 

During each workshop time slot the workshops listed below will run concurrently. 
Please choose one you would like to attend. Venues will be allocated prior to 
commencement of the workshop sessions and an announcement will be made over the 
P.A. Further information is available from the Pan-Corn information stall. 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 3rd, 10.45am - 1pm 

"Making effective use of the media" - Yvette Steinhauer, freelance journalist 
and Phil Hurst, ABC Radio current affairs 

"Dealing with Bureaucracy" - development applications, building applications, Soil 
Conservation Act, Water Resources Commission, Social Security - Dave Lambert, 
Rural Resettlement Task Force founder and UJally Wallace. 

"Composting toilets - the ecological options" - Leigh Davison. 

"Bamboo" - an introduction to bamboo and a look at its uses and economic 
potential - Hans Erkin. 

"Seeds - a natural resource" - a look at the need for collection and maintenance 
of primitive varieties of useful cultivated plants in Australia, establishment of 
local repositories and practical day-to-day and long-term maintenance of this 
kind of natural resource - Jude & Michel Fanton, Seed Savers' Network, Nimbin. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd, 3pm - 5pm 

An open workshop on mens' issues - Ken Golcling and Stuart Anderson. (This work-
shop will run until 6pm if necessary). 

"Creation of sustainable economic systems" - including a look at ethical investment, 
the Local Employment Trading Scheme and sustainable employment - Simon Dough. 

"Forming a land-sharing community" - Greg Reid. 

"Political Empowerment" - Kevin Childs, Deputy President, Bellingen Shire Council. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4th, 10am - 12 midday 

"A sustainable bio-system - the mechanics of doing it together in a small region" 
Robyn Francis, editor Permaculture International. 

"Organic growing and marketing" - Kyogle Organic Growers. 

"Alternative Energy Systems" - Peter Pedals and Karl McLaughlin, Rainbow Power 
Co., Nimbin. 

"Green Politics" - Al Oshlack, Green Alliance activist. 
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The Pam-Ccrrrrwnity is holding a gathering 
(rain or shine) for nthers of land-sharing 
ccTmJnites, & those interested, at The 

J 
Chanuon Oval, near Lisnxre Nth.NSW on 3rd 
& 4th Feb 90. 

Workshops to include; Development of 

J u1rti1nities, Organic Crowing, Permaculture )  
Alternative Energy, Couposting Toilets, 

TVE~Y

gers on oumJnities, Green Politics, 
igns for local elections, ployment 

 ( 	 I 	 I 	I  

Creation, Alt 
& the Law, Et 

servation, 

$15 at the 
Overnit canping, with some hot showers, 
$3 per adult per nigtt. ..There will be 
live nusic. Bring own instruments,seating, 
crockery and cutlery, Leave pets at home. 

No alcohol allowed. 
Info Ph.(066) 897321,891492 (Sats 10-2ji). 

I 	I 

PERMACULTURE DES 1.CN COURSE 

PERMACULTURE L)ES1GN COURSE 
29 April - 12 May 1990 
Teacher: Lea Harriso n  

Intensive 12 day residential 
course, held nt 	farm in 
Tweed Valir\', IIorrh-easr (rt  
NSW. 	CoUi- S( includes 
lectures, slides, videos, 
outdoor observation and 
practice in designing. 
Limit 20 people. 

No previous experience 
necessary. 	Cost $500, 
covers tuition, food and 
Jccomodatjon. 	Further 
details from: Lea Harrison, 
Stoddarts Road, Tyalgum 2484 
Ph. (066) 793242 

STOP PRESS 

PART TIJIE PERNAOJLThRE DFSI(;N (XX)RSE: 

TEACHER: Robyn Francis 
Every fourth weekend from Apr2l-Augl I 

at The Web 142 Agnew St, Brisbane. 
Convenor: Ronni Martin ph:8991953 
The course will cover the usual etirr ICLI liui 
with an added emphasis on urh,m issues. 
lURE DETAILS NEXT ISSUE. 

) THE THIRD WEB TRADE EXHIBITION: 
Starting late February, this trade Fair 
will feature Food Issues. 
If you know of any appropriate enterprise 
that would be interested in exhibiting 
please contact The Web ph:8991953 PS.AP! 
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ALL ONE FAMILY GATHERING  

• 	Upon having read THIS, and after you've 
considered how much you d like to fit in—i 

he- to the format, you can take it that youve 
been well & truely INVITED to attend/' 	

-. 

To Celebrate AUTUMN EQUANOX 23rd to 25th March 1990 
at "The Edge", on Horseshoe Cieek Road, near 

KYOGLE . Nth N.S.W. .. ( Turn off Murwjllumbah Road 
just out of town 

- travel Horseshoe Ck Rd. to SIGN.) 
Care help prepare from 19th  

* Various HEALERS are expected, 
When you are there, you 'nt HAVE TO 

including Breathconnect ion people & do anything, except what's normall 
done ny 	rk/hops WILL BE at All One Family Gatherings 	; 

All weather/dfree parking and 
like Eating, Sing, Dancing, 	d- ~ itating, csites... 	Bring big 	tas 	for Massaging, Conversing, Pre- 

rain-free space - in case 	.?. 	Scxe 

IT'ho' 

paring 	Food, 	Sleeping 
$'s donations we lccd this 'tine to Peacefully, 	Sauna M l ~ 
help with cost of gass- Bushwalking, Hugging,

* 	 r 	cutting etc  
there has been then who ignore i 

re Hugging, 	Discussing , 	inginS  
There are MANY of us who are FOR it ! Healing, Making Music, BEing, etc'. 
So we'll be F1EE from drugs, Like past Events, the Festive se 

.l tobacco and grog, 
WILL BE FREE fran 'nd be sure that this tine - c- 
intoxicatants, problans, -e 	really 	MEAN 	IT pollutants and negativity. 	You can iny of our friends have been staying expect to be with a 

.ay fran recent Gatherings, 	because very supportive 
family, leaving behind all the drugs o f irresponsible people who choose to 
alcohols, tobacos, dogs, meat-eating. 

orget & light-up a Smoke when they BRING iwo TO SHARE from our feel 	like 	it, 	being 	insensitive 	to roster- 
free Vegetarian Kitchen, & your own the needs of others... These A.0*F. 
eating-gear etc'.. It's dog-free 	to Events 	are 	provided 	specially 	for avoid piddle in the middle 	

( those who wish to enjoy time & space a rruddle ) & negative-_free by avoiding 	, tDgether in unpolluted atmosphere and all agro stuf.. Want to Try ? 	Feel without a hint of intoxicants,... the difference ! 
o please, if you have problem about 

Leaving out such  addictions for a f 
Later, we might expect to dance back 

dys, feel free to attend the OTHER out into the 	rld, 	freely Singing 

L stivals where people are less loudly, our Joy of Living !! 

nsitive .. 	IHANX !! - 

I 



• 	TIME LINE 
Do you have some-thing to say in 
our March 90 DTE NEA Newsletter ? 
Then please send IT to arrive in 
Box 341, SPRING HILL 4004 = not 
later than 19th Feb ! It can tell 

of EVENIS happening from March 1st. .Phone 
391 205 for direction to our next office 

Please feel WELCOME to be part of 
the team next month - we need MORE 
Help ! Any Volunteers ? Phone 

ON ADvERrrsr1  

Like we've said befor in these page 2 
notes, we try not to " advertise " in the 
way the well-known main-stream--madia of our 
tine, pushes un-needed products etc', by 
coersion & manipulation into the mental ly 
conditioned mass-population., 

RESOURCING OUR WORLD 

When subnitting your Messages 
in Loo of "ADVERTISING" 

Remember the Guideline of Donation 
to help Print & Post Costs : $50 a 
full page. $25 a half, etc' 

ThANX MJCHLY FOR YOUR SIJPPORT ! 

DownToEarth NorthEastAust Newsieta 

:@ $1.50 from shops, etc.. 

*SUBSCRIPTIONS* will be $20 a year 

of 11 editions, POSTED to U. 

Feel free to send less if you like or more 
if you can! # $20 is a convenient nunber.. 

Please write to us at : IJIE-NEA Box 341, 
SPRThC HILL 4034.. 

IX) WE HAVE A POLICY? IX) WE HAVE A PLAN? 	The other t hirig we have to cope with is 

Not really, but sort of. We x try to max a reject policy, and oh dear! We return 

the info, and min the space we give to any stuff sctimes if it seems UN(Xt.IFDRTABLE 
subject. Last year we started to receive 	for it to go in. We aim to encourage all 

L 0 N G I S H articles, well written and 	sorts of things like growth, awareness, 

all that, but we just cannot give them the independence, spiritual freedems, peace. 
space. So we are returning to our before- We get unccmfortable about higb priced NEW 

that position. F1Fl lX'kJ ON long articles PE workshops, articles that use divisive 

will be MENTII'4ED and a contact address 	lanage, and hard-stated opinions about 

made known. We attcl'rpt to fit interests 	ThE WAY ThIl'KS ARE/SHOULD BE. And who is 

for 2000f readers, and we prefer the smarg this "we" who does this? Join us on a 
asbord approach. Luv yous all, 	 working team, and YOU 'ItO can throw about 

this sort of flexible responsibility. (Ed) 

4ksAcia4af/e, 	- 	

Please fill In your new address 

MOVING ? 

Iii-I-I(VOR 
HARMONY HOLIDAYS return with your current label 

 TEENAGERS 
There is an extensive programme of 	There is a standard cost for the residential 	Harmony Holiday 
workshops and personal growth groups camps and weekend workshops, which 

P.O. Box 337, 	4 offer'ed by Harmony Holidays, 	 includes food and accommodation. 
Residential camps are run during school \ The lee for the camps is negotiable 	KYOGLE 2474 	1 
holidays. Weekend workshops and 	in certain circumstances, so please do not / Phone Anirita 	I leadership training groups are run monthly, allow your financial situation to .'xcliidc' 	 I Programme details arc available on request you irom attcnclinc t 	 066 331 325 
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ABOUT 

S.C. 
Assoc%Aunot4 Too,st.E 

0 COMMUNk"mr.-Se 
A.S.C. is a national association formed last year in N.S.W. Across 

alia there has been a movement towards rural resettlement, environ- 
.l responsibility and viable community living. A need was seen for grassi-. 
.: 

people to be in touch with each other, both for exchange of inforrrtion 
skills, and on occasin, to sPeakwith a united voice on issues of 
i concern to us all. Sustainable communities are being seen as one 

to Australia's urban sprawl and associated social, economic and 
Lonrnental problems. 

The A.S.C. network consists of*bioregiOfls. Two such regions are 
:: dy operating on the Sunshine Coast, exploring areas such as land tenure, 

p dynamics, building methods and appropriate technological and 
..cultural systems. Focus is on self=help rather than welfare dependancy. 

A.S.C. envisages making these skills available to the whole 
'nity. For this to be successful your input is valuable. Just contact 
local co-ordinator to find out how you can get involved. 

OCNTACTS: Maleny region reps: Jan Tilden Ph: 942604 
Phil Hornibrook. 944580 

Narnbour area: Yandina - Elaine Green. 467917 
Palmwoods - Cath Thompson. 459935 
Eudlo - Vivienne Coleman. 459616 

*Communities - you don't have to live 
on a commune to be part of a commun-
ity. A community is any group of 

606 /?,N9h4I 	 people who share - goals, ideals, 
working bees, food co-ops, transport. 

*Sustainable lifestyles could be defined 
as environmentally, economically and 
socially sound. 

*Bioregions are based on natural and 
geographical boundaries. e.g. rivers 
and catchment areas. 



c neck measurement plus scam. Sew the ends together SO 

have a circle, and slip this over the head to make sure it 
Now fold it over so it's double thickness and still a circle 
. Place pins so you have it equally divi(led into quarters. 

)o this also on the neck of the jumper (it won't fall exactly 
c shoulder line). Pin the rib to the neckline on these four 
;, so that you only have it pinned in four places. When you 
it, stretch the band and under material so that it fits exactly. 
u sew slowly and carefully, you won't have any Lroul)Ie. 
ribbing needs to be stretched a lot more than the other 
rial. Use a fairly small stitch, and then go around again in 
sg, stretching afl the time, to give it more strength. 

nb trim 	 neck of garment 

I'hc same procedure is used for the new waist band you 
be making, but this need not necessarily be made from 

ing. It will just look a bit more sloppy if it isn't. Whichever 
use, the maximum stretch must go around the body for the 
;tband. Make the 4ength so it fits comfortably around the 

I didn't need to alter the bands at the wrists and ankles, 
you can do them also if you need to, following the same 
lelines as for the neck. For a neat effect, they should also 
lone in rib material, which is purchased where you buy 
tch-knit fabric. You won't need to buy very much of this, 

won't be expensive. Ask the assistants to help you work 
how much you will need. They are always very obliging. 
bands can be of a different colour, so don't worry if you 

't get a good match. Be adventurous! 
Now for the pants. One of the reasons we changed the 
stband on the jumper was that we are now going to use the 
arded piece from the top to give more length for the pants. 

how it's done. Unpick the stitching around the top of 
pants and remove the elastic. Cut off the bands at the bottom 
he legs (if any) and cut in a straight line up the outer sides 
each leg. There may not have been a seam here originally, 
you are going to create one now! (If it had a stripe down the 
side of the legs, you could remove it at this stage, and replace 
vith a larger, different one). Now add a piece of contrasting 
terial up the sides as you did on the jumper. Use the old 
istband from the jumper as a new band on the pants, and 
cad elastic through it, or make a new band if you wish. The 
a is to replace the band so you are adding more length to the 

i-ncnt. As it's usually under a jumper or shirt, nobody is going 
see what tricks you've used here. Replace the old bands at 
ankles, or make new ones from ribbing, and there you are. 
Believe me, it's a lot easier to do than to read or write 

out! As I said earlier, you have nothing to lose, so give it a 
You could even use the same principles in reverse to make 

large one fit a smallcrchild. To use an old cliche, 'The 
ssibilities are only limited by your imagination'. 

HANDY HINT 	- 
y shaving cream as a spot remover. The foam really works. 

Wash up with water or club soda. 

Spinning a Great Auatrallan Yarn . . . Into a Legend 

Australian knitters just love a Great Yarn. 
In fact they enjoy everything that goes into the 

crafting of a classic garment that others will wear 
and enjoy for years. 

That is why Wi i.i. A H A has produced a range of 
smooth textured, non-greasy yarns in soft, natural 

colours, that arc a joy to work with. 
WILLABAAOffCrS you a premium quality, hand and 
machine kniting yarn to produce classic all-purpose 

garments (with the distinctive softness of 
Fine Merino wcxl.) 

Coisider using a combination of colours in a Fairiste 
or other traditional pattern. 

Avallable in 200g 8 ply hanks or 200g 4 ply cones. 
$8.00 per 200g delivered. 

For a 1989 Sample Card and price list write To 

WILLABAA 

950 )IUMFFRAY ST. STtt., 114 I.LARA1, VIC. AUSTP.ALtA 3350 

lEt Eli II )t 	c v All 52 

enclose a stamp to cover return postage. 

PAN COITY 
C. 	 E; 241800  

INVITES RESIDENTS OF LAND SHARING 
COMMUNITIES AND PEOPLE INTERESTED 
IN THE LIFESTYLE TO THE SECOND ANNUAL 
SPRING EQUINOX FESTIVAL. 

SEPTEMBER 22 - 23 - 24: TYMOKARI 
COMMUNITY STONEY-CHUTE via NIMBIN, 
NORTHERN N.S.W. 

A CELEBRATION OF ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. 

HEALING: ALTERNATIVE ENERGY: CO-
OPERATIVES: ETHICAL INVESTMENT: SUS-
TAINABLE AGRICULTURE: GREEN POLITICS: 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: ALTERNATIVE SO-
CIAL STRUCTURES: FORESTRY: MANY 
OTHER TOPICS WITH GUEST SPEAKERS 
INCLUDING: WOMEN'S ISSUES: LOW COST 
HOUSING. MUSIC: DANCING: SONG AND 
CELEBRATION. CAMPING FACILITIES: SHOW-
ERS: SAUNA: FOOD. 

REGISTRATION FORMS SEND SAE BEFORE 3018. 

GRASS 37 ROOTS 
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14:58 	25/8/89 	Shakta Sadhana Yoga Society, 
GPO. Box 3177, 

SYDNEY 
N.S.W. 2001. 

Dear Friends, 
Please accept this letter in lieu of the 'official registration form for 

the Annual Spring Equinox Gathering.The sum of $10 is enclosed for one person,- - ,j 
although there may be others arriving with me (they will pay at the gate). 

I would like to run a stall , which would basically be an information stall on 
behaff of the Shakta Sadhana Network, although your permission to include 
saleable items would be welcomed. 

Also, I'd like to run a workshop on "Clowning & Circus' and/or "Introductory 
Dance-Drama and Storytelling." 

I'd appreciate it if you could send all necessary information as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 
Jason- lona. 

5 	 - 	 l 
€ 	 a-4.- . 	d 

±y 

( 



• r 

. 	 - (<t) 	/1 1l(()1lI/JI P1 '  

T1 '  
I IJI1DU I 

-r 	'd- 	 1 	 c 	 fs.iiii +c 

- 	t5 	c:,)( 6-iLa5 	 QJve-i 	,c.ol 	 - 

pc4i-z. 	 r- 

LQ  

Lc— 	 cc 	 c 

I 

cJ-v-- 



4f89 
$150  

I 	r 

c 
ell 

* 	 * 
'' 

Nir±in Spring Celebration i AllOneFamly 15- Free 1iches 
Lkicracy DenDnstrat ion in Brisbane 	

16- International Netrk for "HCWLAND"  peace&lical ing ST1VL 	
Religion and Aninyils Bris Ind'n't School 21st Birthday 	

17- Tableland Growth Centre, FM H- Mind-BodySpirjt FESTIVAL Sydney 	
18- Ivite to top of Cape York Kingston toxic waste duip n- 10 	 n
19- VEGAN 13- Ancient Art & Modern Medicine 	
23 - litrcx1uc• ing IN1'UIT - en(erspreacj_ I)IRElRy of Periodical 	
24 - larut ar-north 



FLOW * LINES 

Sept 	DTE-NEA will 	be 	Posted Mon When sulnitLiig your Messages 

28th 	Aug... 	It 	will 	tell 	of 	Events in Loo of "ADVERTISING" 

happening 	from Sept 	1st . . 	 SO 	YOUR Remember 	the Guideline of Donation 

WORDS MUST REACH US BY Aug 23rd 	' to 	help 	Print & Post 	Costs 	: 	$50 a 

Please 	feel 	WELCOME 	to be 	part 	ot 
full 	page. 	$25 	a 	half, 	etc  ' 

the 	team next month 	- we need MORF Th( MUCHLY FOR YJR SR)RT !! 
Help 	! 	Any Volunteers 	9 	Phone DownToEarth NorthEastAust News leta 
391 	1736 	for 	directions 	& 	timings, 

:@ $1.50 	from shops, 	etc.. 
ON ADVERTIS1I'  

Like we've said befor 	in 	these 	page 	2 SUBSCRIPTIONS* will be $20 a year 

notes, we try not to " advertise " 	in the of 	11 	editions, 	POSTED 	to U. 

way the well-knqn nin-stream-rrdia of our Feel tree to send less if you like or more 
tth, pushes un-needed products eta.', 	by if you can! # $20 is a convenient nuither.. 
coersion & ninipulation into 	the 	nntal l' Please write to us at 	D'[E-NEA Box 341, 
conditioned 	mass-populatiou •  SPRING II1LL 4004.. 

Vipassana Centre Queensland 
'() R()\ I lil J'( ).\( )N,\ 	(:lF N',l \Nl) rvtt 

- 	 lit I I'tI()Ni 	tti 
THE FIRST COURSE is planned to be held here on December 27 to 
be given by Dr Kay Wain. For this to happen all the support and 
help that you can give will be needed. 

A Planning Committee has been formed to look at the best ways of 
achieving the objective of a first course, and the costs involved. 
There will be many ways to give service including building, 
landscaping, sewing, painting etc. and some of these tasks can be 
achieved away from the Centre. If you would like to support the 
Centre financially, donations can be made to a building or general 
fund, or by student loans or periodic payments. It is estimated at 
this stage that $35,000 to 40,000 will be needed to build the 
essentials to hold a first course. 

Group sittings are held at the Centre every Sunday morning from 
8-9 am and students are invited to meditate here at any other time 
that may suit them. 

Regular working bees are held on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
following the 8-9 group sitting. 

The trust meets on the last Sunday of each month also following 
the 8-9 group sitting. These meetings are open to all old students 
and your participation is encouraged. 

For any further information please contact the Centre, Laraine 



*_ A CELERA10N OF 	** 

** ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES ** 

The Pan-Community Council 
invites residents of land sharing 
communities & peaople interested 
in the lifestyle to the Second 
ANNUAL SPRING EQUINOX GATHERING 

September 22 - 23 - 24, 1989 

AT ** 
"TYAMOKARI COMMUNITY" Stoney Chute 

and Kyogle Roads cnr.., Via NIMBIN. 

Apart from being a wonderful 
opportunity for members of com-
nunities to get together in a stinulating 
and caring atnosphere, the Gathering 
will focus on : Gminity developnont 

Envjrorntal Issues Green Politics: 
:Alternative Energy : Healing : Low Cost 
Housing : Dealing with Bureaucracies 

Legal Structures : Ethical Investnont: 
Local Goverint : Cxn-iijnjcatjons 
and many other issues 

Also : Canping facilities, Showers, 
Sauna, Kids activities, Music, Food and 
Information Stalls. *Dancing Sat Nite* 

Registration & info Fortm5 are available 

by sending stanped - addressed envelope 
to Pan-Can, Box 102, NIMBIN, 2480 before 

August 30th : $10 per Adult or $15 at 
the Gate..:.. Cost per LandSharing Ccrm-
unity $50 in advance (nultiple entrance) 

If you weuld like to have a stall, run 
a workshop or help with the organisation 
Please let us know before Aug 30th 

ami-I 01-  
- --A(L OAIE 	 see p. 

WANT TO come help set-up the 
Kitchen, etc' ? Arrive about 18th 
Sept to be in the building of the 
amily comforts (& energy) 
r1ig tools, food, 	massage oil, 
v'wire & nails, music & love  

< 	I Q11  
* ALL ONE FAMiLY GATHERING TOO 

There were those airong us who were 
wandering where the next A.O.F. was to 
Gather, when suddenly, we were IIWIITED to 
use space at T1AIARI and make it part of 
the Gathering there 

SO an All One Family Kitchen & 
Camp area will be Free from Smoke 
and all other Intoxicants -&-money 
(even tho' we will need to Donate 
at the Main Gate, to help pay for 
the general sett-up of the Main 
Gathering. Etc' etc ... ) 

THEN the AA)F Carp & Kitchen will be a 
SANCTUARY for many to join in as approp-
riate for their needs of peace,clarity and 
happiness.The kitchen will operate on food 
people bring to share and there will be at 
least one Cmunal Feast each day. Pro 
ably best around 5 to ôpms at a Carp-Fire. 

There will be Roster-Free preparation 
time from mid-afternoons which is also a 
Fun-shop into Nutrition, Health and Vegan/ 
Vego' wholesono food ccining. There will 
be people at the Kitchen willing to share 
expertise in Feast Preparation, with every 
one willing to help, while learning.. 

Near time to eat, there will be 
a Circle to Dance, Sing, Chant, & 
Bless the Food, welcoming in every 
one wishing to be in this ever-ex-
panding family, to come share the 
great loving feeling of supportive 
togetherness 

There will also be a Sharing of Ideas & 
Feedback Circle at Breakfast-tino each day 
.befor the SHARING of the total Gathering.. 

THEN during the days, it's C+( to expect 
cutious people to ccim in, asking what All 
One Family Gatherings are all about.. We 
will have big NoticeBoreds ful of explain-
ations, AND that will be a great opporturi-
ity to noet people around the Caip Fire & 
discuss our reasons for needing to be Free 
from Intoxicants and Prohlrns 



JULY 16, 1989 

Thousands of Queenslanders were yesterday Incited' 
by a clerQyman to meet at a venue Lord Mayor Sally-
anne Atkinson has branded Illegal. I 

4GONDWANA 

Malcolm McDonald 

Gondwana is a cultural movement, 
supportcd by an cconornic strategy and a 
political ideal. Condwana is the name 
gicn to the ancient continent which corn-
bined the existing continents of the south-
em hemispherc. 

As a culture, Australia is firstly the 
Aboriginal homeland. Aboriginal people 
have been suppressed and exploited. 
OONDWANA supports aboriginal 
culture especially through language and 
land rights. 

Australia is at so a multicultural see iety 
of immigrant cultures - British, Mediterra-
nean. Pacific, Asian and more. Oondwana 
stands for the free expression of all these 
cultural groups. 

The Australian government supports 
inulticuliuralism officially, but economic 
forces allow these groups to be exploited 
mercilessly. The economy has to hack the 
culture. GONDWANA therefore pro-
motes a decentralized self-sufficient, hi-
oregional economy. This is only possible 
with a healthy environment of air, water, 
soil. vegewtiori and a healthy integration of 
agriculture, industry and commerce. The 
environment also has an intrinsic value 
beyond utilitarianism. 

Gondawana also supporLs these ideals 
in ihe political arena. 

Dr Noel Preston said the Lord 
Mayor had refused permission 
for a demonstration In King 
George Square on Tuesday at 
430pm in favor of democratic 
reform. 

"This is the first test a Liberal 
organisation has had to see 
where It stands on democracy." 
Dr Preston, a spokesman for 
Citizens Against Corruption, told 
a rally at Roma St Forum, 

Opposition Leader' 
Wayne (loss bald for too long the 

Government had treated people 
like a private empire. 

"This Is the year the empire 
strikes back," he said. "May the 
force be with you." 
A motorcycle police-

man led the parade. Po-' 
lice at intersections 
stopped traffic to give the 
marchers right of way. 

'wenty-two groups 
were involved in yester- '. 
day's march. 

Estimates of the turn-
out by organisem varied 
from 5000 to 12,000. 

The jam-packed forum gave a 
prolonged, standing ovation to 
Senior Constable Peter Pyke, the 
officer who has spoken out about 
corruption In the force. 

"What a great day for Queens-
land," he told them. "because 
apathy died today." 

He said some of his brother off-
icers had marched In the crowd, 
from the BOtanic Gardens via 
Parliament House to the forum. 

Some reporters remembered 
the last, time they covered a 
march to the forum — when 
police assaulted marchers and 
harassed journalists during the 
SEQEB dispute. 

Yesterday only a handful of 
police guarded intersections as 
people marched in a carnival-like 
atmosphere without any violence 
or unpleasantness. 

There were anti signs every-
where - nuclear dump. Route 20. 
Wolffdene Dam, the Cape York 
spaceport, aircraft pollutants 
and feed lots. 

But the litany was fixed. When 
anyone shouted: "What do we 
want? the chant was: "Democ-
racy.....When do we want it?" 
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Muchofvalueinsocietyisalreadyhap-
penung now in Australia - in aboriginal 	90 

support, multtcultiiral expression, sustain- 	 o 
able agriculture,cooperatives, and wilder- 	' 
nessproiection. However there needs to he 
a strong link between these diverse jitter-
csis. Fragmcnicd action can be united in a 

I luurcefuul way to make a progressive new 
Australian sOCiCtV. 

: .:..................:• 

COMMUNITY AID ABROAD 
New "HonieWares Shop" 	for 

	

*clothing 	*Giftware 	Jewellerv 

	

*Rugs 	*pottery 	*Bells 
is at Shop 233 Level 2 MYER CENTh 

IN Brhane City: Ph. 221 
:4;... 

[' - BE GENTI.E WITH YOURSELF" 

STOP THE REDDANK RADIO- 
ACTIVE DUMP 

Concerned Citizeos are manning a legal picket at 
the site in an effort to slop this environmentally 
dangerous construction being built. 

Your support is needed. It fs NOT illegal to picket 
the site. If you can help then phone us, 

8181142 
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9.00am 	Registration (Town Hall. or Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre) 
9.30am 	Introductions, Information, Housekeeping 	(Town Flail) 
9.45am 	Guest Speaker Jan Oliver 
10.30am 	Workshops 	 - 

I..00pm 	Lunch 
2.30pm 	Guest Speaker Helen Caldicott 
3.00pm 	Workshops 
5. 3Opm 	Dinner (Town Hall) 

7.00 pm 	C E L E 13 RAT F T H F P I R I T 0 F N i: NI 131 N 
- an evening of story telling and entertainment brought 
to you by friends of the Nimbin Environment Centre. Admission 
free. Bring a cushion. (Town Hall.) 

UNDA( 

\7OLLFV13AL,L, - a volleyball competition will happen throughout 
the day next to the camping area (near the caravan park). Entry free. Enter 
on your own or as a member of a team. 

For those who don't want to play volleyball: 
lOam to 2pm - a tour of Tuntable Fails Community. Please call into the 
Neighbourhood Centre for transport details. Lunch can be bought at Tuntabie. 

2pm - 5pm CD1VITVIUNTTV FORUIVI - an opportunity for people to 
ask questions, exchange information, find out more about sustainable life-
styles. Includes presentations from Nmbngee, Whatt, Blackhorse Creek, 
Tuntabie Fails, Pretty Guiiy, Greg Reid. (Town Hail) 

ALSO: 
3pm - 5pm A North American Indian ritual healing circle conducted by 
Jonathon Damien 	- a powerful transformational experience. 
5pm - 6pm Circle Dance - A North American Indian dance conducted by 
Benny Zable. 
Both these events will take place on the primary school grounds west of the 
main street (behind the shops). 

7.3Opm 
	

1i -- ~31 i  k17"  
KOMRADZ 	 WI 	 WHIRLIGIGS 	ADMISSION $4 LICENSED 
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9.30am 	Workshops 
12.00 	Lunch & Close 

KH:J1F' DETAI L 

Saturday momma. 10.30am 
A choice of one of the following: 

Conflict Resolution - Tim Armstrong & Liz Jensen (Hall Annexe) 
Making Effective Use of the Media - Yvette Steinhauer & Phil Hurst 

Your Legal Rights as a member of a land-sharing community - Tony 
Pagotto, Dave Lambert, Wally Wallace 

Permaculture Introduction - Jude & Ilichel Fanton (Environment Centre) 

Saturday afternoon, 3.00pm 

How to think globally, act locally - the empowerment of a community. 
A forum with input from Helen Caldicott, Kevin Childs, Phil Denniston, 
Diana Roberts, Annie Boyd and Janelle Saff in. (Town Hall) 

Seeds - a natural resource - Jude & Michel Fanton (Environment Centre 
Sexism & Communities - Beatrice Bentley 
Creation of Sustainable Economic Systems - Simon Clough 

Monday morning, 9.30am 

Appropriate Wast Treatment - problems of handling human waste and 
options. A comparison of different strategies including composting toilets, 
pits, pan collection, septics. How to economise water use. Ideas welcome. 
Stuart White (Hall Annexe) 

Talking Organic - Sam Bernard (Town Hall) 
An open workshop on mens' issues - Stuart Anderson. Men & Women 
welcome (Environment Centre) 

['HER JQHKEHG} 

D€t.i 15 tcD b 

A BELLY DANCING workshop for women conducted by Janaki 

A BAMBOO workshop conducted by Taurayin Bamboo will run for one hour each 
day and will look at general principles for using bamboo to construct 
houses, sheds and pagolas with relevant design, treatment and applications. 
Reference will be made to local government regulations. 

F'uFrHEH I NF GFUYIAT IGN A\JAI JADLJF1 jrr I_LE 

N IL"1F3 IN NBIGHI3C)URHGGD CENmFE 
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PAN-COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 102, 
NIMBIN 2480 

17th September, 1990 

PRESS RELEASE 

CELEBRATION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES 

The Pan-Community Council (Pan-Corn), an umbrella organisation for 
land-sharing communities in northern N.S.W., is holding a 3-day 
CELEBRATION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES on SEPTEMBER 29 & 30, OCTOBER 1. 
The Gathering, to be held in Nimbin, is the second such Spring 
Festival organised by Pan-Corn for members of land-sharing communities, 
those interested in sustainable lifestyles and other rural dwellers. 

The aim of the Gathering is to bring people together in a 
enjoyable and friendly environment in order to promote the 
exchange of ideas and information. Throughout the weekend 
will be conducted by a variety of people with expertise in 
areas. Workshop topics include: 
* How to think globally, act locally. 
* Sexual Politics 
* Effective use of the media 
* Appropriate waste treatment for out-of-towners 
* Conflict Resolution 
* Legal Rights 
* Permaculture 

stimulating, 
free 

workshops 
specific 

and many others. 

The Celebration will also include a tour of Tuntable Falls Community, 
and a one-day volleyball competition followed by a dance on the 
Sunday night. 
Throughout the 3 days there will be activities for kids, entertain-
ment and food available. 

CELEBRATE THE SPIRIT OF NIMBIN 

On the Saturday night (29th Sept.), the Nimbin Environment Centre 
will be holding a night of storytelling and entertainment that will 
retell some of Nimbin's colourful and varied history. There will be 
stories from the Bundjalung people together with a retelling of 
the 1973 Aquarius Festival, the Terania Creek and Nightcap Forest 
struggles, the birth of Birth & Beyond, the evolving of communities, 
owner building, community-based education, and many other stories 
and songs from Nimbin's past. 

For further information on the above please contact Diana Roberts, 
Ph. (066) 891 529. 
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